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ABSTRACT

Bee co lon ies are m ultiplied in its o w n  by d iv id ing into tw o groups 

(sw arm ing) during the growth period o f  the co lony . Natural d iv ision  is not 

sufficient to increase the number o f  co lo n ie s  to m eet the demand o f  bee  

keepers. H ence, the objective o f  th is study w as to develop  a rapid 

m ultiplication m ethod o f  bee co lo n ies . This study w as conducted at B ee  

K eeping unit, B indunuw ew a during A pril - A u gu st synchronizing w ith  natural 

swarm ing period o f  the Up Country Interm ediate zone. B ulk  o f  verging queens  

w as reared in different co lo n y  by artificia lly  m ade queen ce lls  m ethod as first 

step o f  the study. A  sin g le  co lony d ivided in to eight groups containing single  

brood com b w ith about 2 ,0 0 0  workers and w as placed in a sm all h ive (m ating  

box). Then a verging queen w as introduced to each group. This process w as  

replicated in to four co lon ies and continued for 3 years (2 0 1 3 -2 0 1 5 ). C olony  

establishm ent w as evaluated by exam in ing  the e g g  laying status o f  the queen  

and com b building. Q ueens were started to lay eg g s w ith in  7 - 1 0  days and 

build ing o f  new  com bs a lso  noted in all h iv es . The m ean success rate o f  this 

m ethod is 70% , which w as not sign ifican tly  different com pared to previous  

years. This study confirm s that the ab ove  procedure can be adopted to  

m ultiply the bee co lon ies in U p Country Interm ediate zone. It is recom m ended  

to repeat the study covering rest o f  the agro clim atic zo n es o f  the country  

before m aking an Island -  w ide recom m endation .
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