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COFFEE PLANTING AND PROGRESS
AN, THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS,

With two Surveyors at work here there is every
prospéct of = sale’of agricnitural lind before the end
of ‘thé yest—but in the- meantime Buropean plaaters
are being kept out “of the Distelet: If ig a-pleasurs
‘16 report that the Haropeans, who bave recent'y taken
up land_ here give cloar proof that they mean busi-
ress by appointivg Europesit Man.gera to open up
ther estetsd. M. A ' Forsyth bas' s manager here

Me. Innes); Me. Bailey, who bought 600 aores

‘om Mr - Limm Swee Xeng, has a manager here
(Mr. Walker ); Mr. Rodger, ‘who wss resently granted'
500 actes, has s ruanager waititig in Klang till hecan
got oh-to the land (Mr. T. Gibson); Mr. Aylesbury
hss also scenred the sorvicei of an Englishman here
who is to start opening~ bp the 1,000 acres of
AEngle 1and: whidh is’ td -be kaswn- a3 the Forlern

Mr, Huttsnbaob’s coffee mill, complete with engine
and machisery, is now finished and in working otder,

'Oa the 1781 of August, H.f1. Tohke Dia Ulin, who
hes been 8o energetic &f lsts in opening up his 2,000
adrég Of agtionltural tand atross the river, left K'ang
for Ponang; béing callad away by urgent private affairs.

On the 24th of Augost the District Eaginser and
myself walked alosg the Klapng-Kuala Selangoer Roxd
from® Kapar to the boumdary a% Sungei Sardang, snd
wete both of opinion  that ‘the roud was eminaently
siited for'the constraction of & light railway to con-
neck Klang and Kuala Selangor. I have sicce written
in 10 the Governwment on the subjact. '

Oa the 30th sani 31st Mr. Walsh and myself wers
engaged in sssesring the amount of compehaationh to
be. paid to the 30 peop’e through whose fand-.the new
Rpala Builway will p.sa. 1 eslimate the amuvunt of
eompensation to be. sbout- §1,700, Mr, Walsh's
sasistance was ‘most valaable. .

Work on the Klang-Kusla Belangor Road is still |

progressing—the earthwork is practically finished,
want of pipe ou'verts and bridges preventing comple-
tion of the wcrk boing chrinicled.~Sslangor Govern.
ment Gazette. N A
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| HOME AND LOGAL TEA TASTING.
Mr. John Hughes' views on the above topia a8
commiunioated to our London Correspondent re-
%_enj'u ‘quéstion’ that wassome timis ago distusedd.

has of late been' slleged that. the discrepanciss |

betwéen the verdiot of home and loocal tes tasters
have &' significant effoct upon the biddisgs at
the Mincing Lane tea suctions. If ithis has any
foundation in fact—and we are not prepared to
dogmatite one way or the other—i% is evident
that the 'allegation has a more practisal bearing
" than was supposed during the former disoussion.
It " ‘seemed then' to' be apparently only a
iia{ter affecting the - oonvenience of thy home
tradeis in tea. It is now one that would: ap-
pear to affect the profits made by the plan-
tors. ‘There is, therefore, some resgon ‘why ‘we
should again comsider the gusstion ‘in its more
modern bearing. Mr. Haghea says that tea infused
in  Glesgow is quite & . different thing- to fea
infugsed in London, The liquor in the first cage
is far stronger and of more execellent fAavour
than it is in the second. Mx. Hughss abiributes
this to the softness of the water drawn for the
supply of Glasgow from Lioch Katrine. He further
gives a presumed analogy in this respect between
our- Qeylon  'water supply and thatof Glasgow.
‘?r;hg London ‘water he pronounces to be relatively
hard ”*. and He Aagigns this'ag "the reason for the
different regults ‘dbigined " by tei tastérs hete'in
Golombo add n ° London, “Fhis diforepatey ~ he
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admits may sffset the sales. Why, we wounld ask,

{ghould not-disiilled water be used in all-eases ?
"We believe that in waler 0 prepared, the proportion
ol mineral elements present that constitutes hard-
ness, ig altogether eliminated. There surely can -be
.no  spesial reason why this purified water-.
which must ba of the same quality in all looalities,
should not be sdopted as-the standaxrd for nse?
‘The -varying practices now adopted, n¢ doubt
eauss the discrepancy of judgment to which
‘roference ismaide. Ii those were mogified in the way.
we have pointed out, this diserepsncy would dis-
. app-ar and the supposed valid objegtion: taken to our
loeal sales of tea might be removed. According 6o
Me. Bughes' view, it would seem to be: likely that-
practised dealers are more willing toace-ptlecalvers.
dicts than those given by theirowntasters, Fromthe
"fsrmer they obtain a higher grading than they.
‘would thernielves be justified in giving.. Bul the.
cutside buyers ean have no  equivalent opportunity
for judging, and they therefore ars said ocaasionaly
.to proncunce the teas they purshade ta be inferior

"in quality fo the deseription given of them. . .. -~

THE BEGINNINGS OF COCONUT PLANTING

Q IN CEYLON: - *
BEFERENCES TO THE CUCONUT PALM "IN
" THE ¢ MAHAVANSA» "' 7

Baaides the two referencss te the' cosonut palm
_which ws have alréady mentioned, we find the
fo'lowing in ‘the ¢ Mahavanss,” Parts I and I1:—.
. {Ohapler XXV, pags 98). Dariagthe batile betwzen.
- Dutugcmsnu and Blata (about 161 B.c.) Goth< (ope of
-the former's warriors) iz said fo .have psized a-
. cgeorut ttee snd Mahaséna (another wamrior) o
'palmyra treo—with which they slaughtered’ the

Daimilas. - ‘ ,
In Chapber LXXIV (page 214) the following passage
. ocours:—* He (Prakramn Bahu—1164 t0 1197 ap))

| also adorned both sides of the road with' frait.

besring tress, as the king-cogonut, plantiain, ereeca,

| coconut and such like; and with water jars filled

“with- bunehes of beautiful flowers, and with many
kinds of banners and flags, end with lamps, éensers
and sach like,” - : L
Then, in Chapter LXXXVI, page 294, we read
that King Prikrams Baho II (1240 to 1275- A.».)
jg daid to have thought within himsell saying i
% Great indecd his (Minister Devapatiréja's) -piety,
- for once he prayel that he might become a Buddha,
- and planted. a coconut, having earnestly prayed
_and resolved (that some sign sheuld he shown
him that his desire would bs fulfilled), and lo,
there opened . up {three buds from the three eyes
thereef.”  And' the King orderad his - Minister
(among other things)—* At the Bbimatittha Vihdra,
- where ths King Nissapka planted an orehsrd, do
thoun likewise, in my name, lay out a large garden
full of eccanut and other fruitful trees.”’~—Of course
this vefers to the Bentota-Kalutara cosonut plunt.
| ation which has been already alluded to in -our
eglumns, : G . R S
In Chapter XOVII, page 335, we find the following
referenee :—*° And this--ohief of men" (Bri Viea
Prikrama Naréndra Sigha—1701-1734 o p.) formed
a suburb named Kundasfla, nigh nnto the chief
city, in the large soconut grove hard by the beautiful
bank of the river,” ete. ' S et U
In OChaptor O, page 357, Kirt{ Sri Baja Sipha
(1747.1780  L».) - ig said. to Have honotred the
Tooth-relio daily with (besides other ‘mings}'”gteen
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