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- PICKINGS WITH A PRACTICAL
APPLICATION.

‘the Hon, H, M. 8. Mathews, Acting Director of
the ILepartment of Land Rocords and Agrienlture
Rangoon, writing under date of Mebruary 12h, 1894,
imekes the subjeined statemenis of the rice crop
prospects in Burme :—

Iu the eloven ohief ries-producing distriots, which
comprise the area uuder rvport, it iy estimatod that
thore are 4,727,438 acrus aotually under cultivation.
This shows an inorease of 8,376 acres as compared
with lagt month’s ostimate, avd an incronse of 101,824
tuees a8 compared with the area actaally cropped last
yosr, Ianformation obtained in the thresbing-floors
shows that in Pogn sud Tensserim the grain is de-
fiofent in weight and that the ears are not so full as
expected. it has thereforc been necesssry to reluce
the anua estimates (outtuvn per cropped acre) in
Pegu, Tharawaddy, Bassein, Wakéma, Henz:da, ard
Shwegvin.

This reduction of district outturna was partly
anticipated in framing last month’s cstimate of the
total amount available for export,

A further reduoction bas been made on receiving the
detailed reports for January, and the smount available
for oxport is now cstimated at 1,820,000 tens of cargo
rioe, equivalent to 92,372,881 cwts, of cleaned rice.

The Florida Farmer and Iruit Grower states that
the avnusl yalue of the world’s coconuts iv estimated
at 60,000,000 dollars, "

The Horticultural Review states thad Dr. Caldwell,
in & psper on the PRESFRVATION oF FRUITS, calls at.
teotion to the injuriousnes: of salicylic acid so largely
used in France io tho preservalion of fruite aund vege-
tables, also to the danger from lead poigonvivg, to

which gonsumers of aold fruils put vp in tiu cans |

are subjeoted. In Germany the uase of solder, eounr
taining more than 10 per cent. of lead, for soléering
tin cans containing feaits, is prohibited by a sp:cinl
law. The solder used in this ¢ untry otten lLas as
much as 50 per cent. of lead, Such solder it dsn.
acoug, and its usa shonld bs abandoned. Sulpburing
ruits i another bad practice. Borax, salicylio arid,
gulphurvus acid-—~all axe injurious to digestiou.
—t——

The same paper 8218 in regard to the guestion of
PEOPLE'S PARES that it is gratifyiog to find thet the
smaller breathing spaces, embraciug no more thas a
square, or two, are reoeivirg considerabls atteution :
their being of the greatest benefit, the more they
are dotted right in the most densely populstsd parts
of oities, An ideal oity, it eays, should comtaiv four
of thesc spota in every square mle, or u Lirge central
space in the same extent of la:.d. The advantago of these
containiug only a square at short inbervals over larger
spaoes that are less frequent, is that they do nob
interfore with strset tiafic aud .Jlow n complete
sweep of wind along their outire leogth, Notivg the
tendency of people for urban reshlesce, evary possi-
ble means should be used to resarve ground for the
purposes indicated, Lo longer the question is put
off the niore costly will it be to cecare the necessary.
land.

A German sciestist (rests of the rnaANyUT 98 an
article of food rick in albumen, of which it contins
forty-seveu per ceut, together with vinsteen por cunt,
of fat and non-nitrogenons extractive mattera.
He recommends the use of roastei peannts in the
form of soup or mush, ©a account of their cheap-
ness, peanuts are recommended ag & popular articlo of
food, erpacially in poorhouses and the like ; morsover,
they ate recommended as su srliole of foud for tho
corpulent, for the diaboties, snd for tho sabject of

kidney disease, in the ltst meutioned of which foods |

rich in animal albsmen are to be avoidul,

Acoording to Eastern tradition, the Banaxa forwed
the primitive diet of primitive wav. From the time
when Alesander’s soldiers, as Piiny says, invaded
Indie, and found its eageé enjoyiog therasslves on

this lugcious frait, till the present time, the banana
in wropical dimutes has talken ita place in bhe ficst
rank of the food of man, Thiy frait is typieal of
Edon, In the ¢ frait of tho tree,” snys Mosos the
hygi-nie lawgiver, ** {s man's life,” and did man live
in accordsnce with rossan under natural conditions,
priveipaily upon the frait of the tree, druys, dootors, nor
bospitals would much lopger trouble or destroy thu
inbabitants of its mundane sphore. T¢ those who
have pob put the eystem to tho test, wo can truly say
that suoh Edenie fruit av food will ouable uataro to
cool and purify their system in the most effectunl
manuer,

.

VARIOUS PLANTING NOTHS.

Lyserian Corrun, Cocos Ap CocoNur PAnus seem
a ourious mixturs to have on one plantation but
in Ceylon they find the combination pay. Wa
wonder whether any rash planters in South Tra.
vaucora would ocare to try the recipe and report on
results 3—8. 1. Observer.

New Java Corrers—say Messry, James
Cook & Co. in their Monthly Despatch, 25th May—
are only arriving in small quantities, the cxop is
likely to be muoh Iater than was expeocted ; rains
have oaused toms damage, and the proportion ot
inferior is maid to be large, as many districts are
gufferipg from leaf dizense. :

Cooa-LEAVES AND Kora.~The reports of the
Chemist and Druggist for the week ending May
26th aro doserving of attention by Ceylon men :—

Coca-lenves,~Fourteen cascs good gre:uinhi-brown
lesves from Ueylon (Huamoco character) sold today
at 104 to 1144 per ib.

Kola.~No #8les were made tocay, although eome
glzcod bf)ight kola was sliown, It wes bought in nt

a per 1b. :

A Nrw Mopgr Farm.—Mr, A, W. B, Power, the
popular Commissioner of Burdwan, before leaving,
laid the foundation stone, according to a Caloutta
peper, of the Power Model Farm, tho scle gift of
Bsbu Bonomali Kundu, & looal zemindar and
merchsnt, The farm and gardon are to be placed
in o piece of Jand of about 75 bighas, the property
of Bonomali Babu,who is making arrangemonts o
add to it another 25 bighas, Mr. Power, bofora
laying the foundation-stone, made a& short spocoh
in responde {o Bonomali Babu's address, alter
whioh the Babu presented to Mr. Powor & beautiful
cilver trowel. Mr, Power was & very popular and
highly-esteomed Commissioner, He went homo
catrying with bim the good wishes of the people.e
Piouncer. ’

‘Ing Corrie Onor,—Proprictors of coffes properties
in your island, especially of those in Uva, are jubilant
over Lho prospie's ot the coming crop of the borry,
the only drawbngk hbeing the limited number g
herrier.  Of course, the nocounnts receivol here hy
Haputale and Badulla cotles owners vary much as to
protmblo yield pix acre bocanse thoe felds ave in
many coses ouly partially covered, so much havin
beon rooted out to mske way lor tes, ANl thi
is very remarkablo, reeirg how viralent the’ di:euse
has been, but it b-ars out what ene of the coffea
pioneers éR. D. Gerard) sat l—that ¢ :ffee would stand
a deal of killing, I'rumember meetivg him on the
old rvad 1o the Ke'l.bokka Valley with & party of
Kondyans armed wi b ontbies. He bad just bought
the Oanoonagalle estate, which bad been grown over
with jungle for years, and be wass then going to aet
about clearivg it from the overgrowth which quite
hid tho coffee, Ho devlared that in two years’ time
he would gather B ¢wt au acre frow it or more, and he
did eo, one tield of 80 acres yieldivg 13 owt! That
was 8 wonderful field, with deop, rich so)]l amongas
large boulders, Jusb now Ceylod peaberry oobumunds
1255, ‘while I remember it realisiog only 453~ Tuugg
of bey!on."
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LiseriAv COFFEE AT THE StrAITS.—We call
attention to our old friend, Mr. T. H. Hill’s letter
(on pa%e 57) and ‘very elaborate tables—surely Mr. H.
could devise a more consice form for these, *lum.

" ping,” the fields & lifile more and giving total results

which would be looked at by many more readers. |
The statistics now published are an extension of |

* what we gave in the Ivopical Agriculturist in
August 1893; and certainly returns of from 4 to
6 owt. per acre are very encoursging, Mr, Hill
would do well to give us a readable Report with-
out so many figures.

Kerosing O1n aAnp EcoNomy.—A lsrge consumer
signing himeelf “ Poor Joe” saysi—I can give an
opinion on the above subject seeing I have made it
a study for thislast 4} years and burnit every night
at the rate cf 4} gallons every night. A lamp running
at its full power, will give off a stronger smell than
a lamp runbingat balf power; a lamp ruoning under
% Eower ‘will ‘consume less 0il by a great ceal than
when it is runping unuder. full .power.-I am aware
that some lamps. when turned down give off-an
offensive smell, but that is not the fault exacily of
the oil, but of having a foul burber. If your cham-
bers are crusted with black it is easily removed by
heating a little turpentine, say about a gill and apply
whils warin and then a very slight rubing will remove
all dirt. If yoamr burner is choked iuside thé¢ dust
recess with flies or trimmings you wust espest your
amp to give off an offensive smell when turned down,
for the chamber gets a great-deal more heated by &
jow light that it does at full power.

FisrE oF AGAvE AMERICANA,—Mr, Thurston exhi-
bited samples of Fibre prepared at Coimbatore :—
(2) by scraping dcy leaves ;' (§) by maceration;
and of the bamboo scrapes used in the former pro-
cess, in illustration of a note by him, published #s
Bulletin, No. 30 of the department of Land Records and
Agriculture, Madras. Itis there stated that “the Fibre
of Agave aiiericana (from Coimbatore) has been
very well reported on (in England), and is con-
pidered to te wearly 8s. good as Manilla hemp.
“The extraction .of the Fibre is performed by hand
and no machinery is nsed. The Hibre is extracted by
two methods, viz. (¢) scrapivg and (3) maceration.
(a] Scraping.—The leaves are cut, the sherp spines
removed with a knife, and saboumt six inches cut ff
from the top of the leaf. The leaf is then spht
longitudinally into four or five picees, which are bea‘en
with & wc¢oden mallet #ud placel on a board

4% 4" 13" held firmly by the toes, The pulp is then

removed by means of a bamboo seraper, one
edge of 'which is zhaped inh the foim ot a blade,
and the Fibre dried by exprsure to the sun.
The fibre ob!ained by this cimple process without
washing or bleachingis very clean and free from pulp.
The staple is no*, however, very long. It is made
into thread, whicil is nsed in weaving grass' mats.
(6) Maceration.——As in the previons method of
Fibre-extraction, the leaves are cut, and the gpives
removed. The wholelest is then beaten with a wooden
mallet, and thrown in bundles into tivks or wells
in which it is left to macerite for a fortnight to
twenty days, ox until the pulpis quite decomposed,
The bundles are then taken ont dried and-bleached in
the sun. * The Fibre obtained by this processis louger
tlian that obtaived by scraping but is not nearly so cleav.

A very large supply of the Fibra could be obtained, if a -

demand for it arore. At present it is soldin the bazaaxr
at the rate of 2 annas por ib. but, if a regular trade in
it was started, the price wonld doubtless be reduced.
With refereuce to bis statement that *“a very large
supply of the Fibre could be obtained, if a° demand
for it arose; M. Thurston stated that the Agave is
planted by the Madras Reilwsy Compsny primarily
as a protective hedge, and not as a Fibre-producer;

and that, in the event of a dewand for the Fibre

srising; the cultivation of the plent would prebably
have to be extended, Dr. Thurston is thanked for
his interesting commupication.—Mddras dgri-Horti-
pultwral Saciety. ' : e

‘% AN EXpERIMENTAL ESTATE” to' be worked
under the control of each Planters® Asgo-
ciation is the novel suggestion propounded
by a Calcutta dontemporary. We should not go so
far as .an ‘“‘estate” ; but an **experimental
station’ of eome 10 or 20 acres, on whioh a good
deal could be done in frying different manures
or different modes of cultivating staple or new
products, ought not fo be beyond the QCeylon
Planters’ Assosiation. We will not wurge the’
proposal for the present, however ; but reserve it
until the oaptureof “Amerioa” a year or two hende
gives the assurance of B new lease of prosperity
for the * tea industry” which, at present low
prices, oannof be said to be in a condition eal-
oulated to encourage expenditure in a new direc-
tion by the parent planting body. '

TsoricAL VEGETATION.—At the gardens of the
Royal Botanieal Society, Regenis* Park, Mr. David
Morris, oM @., delivered the first two lectures upon
“ Tropical Vegetiation,” to a crowded audience of
Fellows and visitors, illustrating his remarks with
many limelight views of {ropical scemery and
vegetation in the West Indies and coasts of eentral
America, He showed how the mangrove, one of
the verbena family, had beoome almost amphibions.
To enable the sceds to sow themselves in tha
mud in which théy grow, they were kept upon the
tree uuntil a root of over 1 {t. long ‘had grown,
when the inorease of weight sent them straight
down into the mud to a depth of 3 in. and 4 in.,
with the first leaves laready formed, and the young

lants able to take care of thamseelves. Thus was
ound one of Nature's agents in forming dry land.
Other instances were found in the orchids and
illandsias.— Daily Chronicle, May 7.

INDIAN PLANTING AND AGRICULTURE.—We
have to acknowledge the receipt from thé De-
pariment of Revenue and Agriculture (Government)
of Indid) of Returns of Agriculural Statistics
of British India and the Native Staie of Mysore
fox 1892-93 with Appendices giving the estimated
area, among other thinge, of the cultivation under
different products throughout British India.- The
information contained in this Blue Book of 84
‘pages iz indispensable to us in revising . our
information for staple products. The main resulis
are a total area under ccffes of 122,788 acres
against 127,648 in the previous year; of tea
360,403 aores against 381,219, which is inexplicable
except we suppose the figures for 18912 ' were ex-
aggerated ; and for cinchona 14,653 acier, against
13,862~an increase which we also consider to be
very puzzling, if not indeed explained through an
extension of the (Government Gardens, ’

Tae CorA Nur.-~The wonderful endurance thown
by the West African negroes, who habitually masti.
oate the bean when they hava any specially hard
work to perform, has long been known, and the

| drug seems now to be coming into more gemeral

use for the preparation of a drink similar to
cccoa or - chosolate. A large copsignment has
recently been sent to France, where the military
authorities are taking it up for use in the army. A
demand is aleo said to be developing in conneation

.with the preparation of artificial coffee, which ap-

pears to be improved by the admixture ofa certain
amount of the coarser qualities of fthe pean.
Recent recearches phow that while cola contains
but little of the astringent tansin, which is so
prominent & feature of both tea and coffee, it
possesses about the same proportion of the refresh-
ing theive as oceursin these beyerages,—Rural
Califorfgifqng ‘ '



