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Message from the Director General of Agriculture

We are a nation that has inherited with a highly developed irrigated agriculture from ancient
times in one era our country was known as the granary of the east. Our ancestors had engaged
in agriculture with intense intelligence and knowledge utilizing the appropriate equipment. The
modern agriculture in Sri Lanka should be steered forward as a combination of national heritage
and modern technology. However, today we succeeded to be self-sufficient in Rice, we shall have
achieved self-sufficiency in other food crops as well.

The National Food Production Programme has been already launched to assure food security by
2018. The targeted ends of this programme are the production of food requirement of the country
locally and thereby, retain the large sum of national wealth that flows to other countries as foreign
exchange for the benefit of over 20 million people.

To harvest maximum yield from the ends of this programme more and more publications should
be designed and publish to create a path to all parties involving in agriculture sector so as easily
access to modemn technological knowledge. The publications published with the complement
of Asian Food and Agriculture Corporation Initiatives (AFACT) are not merely the traditional
type of publications comprising only with technological factors and these are technological
publications designed with modern trends in world Agriculture important to today and tomorrow.
This is a set of publications written on various technologies such as commercial agriculture,
edible landscaping, underutilized fruit for nutrition and health security, Tissue culture, Nursery
management, Bee keeping, Coarse grain food consumption. I shall be thankful to Asian Food and
Agriculture Cooperation Initiative (AFACT) for their complement for these publications.

Dr. Rohan Wijekoon
Director General of Agriculture



Greetings from the Asian Food and Agriculture Cooperation
Initiative (AFACI)!

I am deeply honored and glad that this agricultural book is published through the funding of
AFACI, which will benefit not only Sri Lankan farmers but also farmers and Agricultural
Technicians from other member countries.

The AFACI, an intergovernmental and multilateralcooperation body established by the
Rural Development Administration (RDA) of the Republic of Korea, aims to improve food
production, realize sustainable agriculture and enhance extension service of Asian
countries by sharing knowledge and information on agricultural technology between and among
member countries.

As strong cooperation between member countries is one of AFACI’s main concemns, we are
hopeful that the publication and distribution of this book can contribute to this common goal
and will also help our farmers increase their agricultural production and income.

May the agricultural technology printed in this book will provide information that can help us
provide sustainable food supply for AFACI member countries.

Thank you very much for all your support and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Dr. Lee Jeom-ho
Secretary General, AFACI
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