236

- THE TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST.

tOc*r 1, x~§94 ‘

- BRITTSH CENTRAL- AFRICA. *

Facu SovrHEamerroN To OENTRAL A¥RICA In 69 Daw
InorupiNG STorPiqEs. "
" The latest news to hand of this interesting
< gountry isin the British Central Africa @Gazette of
“'Fgme -28th. - Mr: John H, Nicoll writing about
# Chikusi's Country,” says :—
‘ 3¢hé ‘Eastern slopes of the Kirk Ratge sre remark.
' Ughly fettile : the soil, though -this i some places;
% i §et ‘mostly deep and rich ; there are mevy we'l
= sholfored hollows' a¥ an - élévation mot too low for
* goffes ‘Cultivation ¢ and the country generally id weil
“ whivded and watered.” , L ‘
-+ A" pieeting of Blantyre land-owners was held in the
* goutk” House Blahtyra oit the 15th Fuue, to disoirsd
o tb‘g'fqﬂe‘“ionmt* fa& ing & towhship at Bladtyrei
UPhere ‘word’ present, Mr, John Buchbguan o.x.@. 8
“apresenting - Bachanan * Brotbers, Mr- I La'maﬁna;,
! {Eiaingon & Co.)’ Mr: Kasimir Steblecki; Mr. J E
. MeMaster, (ob ‘behalf of thé B.0.A: Administration)

= ipd“Mr. Lidoyd (Governument- Burveyor.) After zome

-~ digdussion, duriog’ which the' guestion of a fature
*“wigter agiply “by - gravitation, she!ter from prevailing
~winds, ‘hgdtb,‘ -the gonditions to be- ngrped‘ 10 by those
* whiose propert shounld - form part of-thé - township
“-anid other subjects, were considered, {hie membere of
“yite" meeting adjourned to the site proposed as the
* spitre of the futaré township. After a-carefal ‘pre-

' Hminary exemication, it iwas unenimously agirded Shat |

=“-the best’ site for the tomn would be one which
** would' havé for its séntee the small V shaped piese of

ground belonging to H. M. Goveriment, beat Chili- |

~* njonis ‘old village, sud embracitg the surrounding land
* “of the Blintyre Missios; Buchanan Brothers, Lamagna

e

* & QO Mrs Steblecks, Mr. H. M. Gové. Peltits Bros.

~ ke, M wasdlsoagreed thit Mr, Lloyd should prepare |

w Survey of 100 acres, more or-fess, to inclade the
eater part of the riige ruaning from-the * Bows”
& Ohihl!l;ol*i'ﬂ old 'ym?,ge“:‘agd 1o the Eagt, into the
__Miss'on land, ‘and-possibly Mr.Sbarrecs; and to the

" “q¥ept, 1oto Burohenan Brothexs laud,
T, Ay
3 .*idg,ﬁ,, froni Southainpton to Fort'Johinston was made
“H A 69 dnys;
. ,.meba ggalpt‘her; pi_u’ce’a en - route,

A ‘straight roid from Zombato Mlavje (Fort Lister) |

+ wag ‘completed for: over: two-thirds of -ta -éistence
~- arid ‘should have -been- ready fof traffic dbout the
¥ pitdddle of July. N o o
iMp,” Potitest ' Weatherley, who'* recedtly passed
“#{iongh’ the Shire Highlinds, ‘was on his wiy_with a
~* Jiirgs expedition ¥or Lske Mweru'and the Luapuls
¢ giver~-Mr, Westherly hoped to reach and explore Lake
- Bipgweolo and the Upper ‘Liiapula, south of John-
41 gton's Falle, ‘dnd-expreted to be wway tortwo years,
- To-Koes “on Naturat Hwﬁog-by . ¥: Bowbill we
“iizgad 1==® More ‘people in Brhish Ceatral Africa-sre
+ tifled; it is presumed, ‘by - ervcodiled  thau by all the
- - yest of'the wild-beasts 'put ‘together. - At Tete, it was
- estimated that snnuslly; ‘50 psople “lost their lives ;

t.and &t this station alove, lest year 10 ‘were carvied |

9. L’iw . N .

A e poontiar conformbtion of a crscodile” ‘ennbles
““ yjin bo- datkck hnd- s€izé “his prey unawsres, A long
4 gghal’conneots theit ‘nostrils with the back of theie
<. thegats; their eyes dnd ears are placed in- thempper
iipaet’ of ~the head 82 -that “while in the waker-they

“-uomn ‘seé; heat, and breithé,iwhilo they sre practically -

s iividible.” When they g6 below tite'" Wwater, they
igloge theil mostril&and ears "by valves, and: thewr
&' ey ed aré coveted’ over 'by s trausparent -membrane.
7. K-flap ceraés over their gulles to preven¥ the water

< gbing down their throsls, when they are holdiog their
~5 Jpréy under, to’ drown it. Their “teeth are hoilow at

‘9 flie base+ and“ esch tobthiserves: as & -sheath for
. argther which will in ¢im¢ replade it. ' It iwgeonetally
2 1geppbied thet the crocodile hasno tungue, but there

v j@one &t the boftom of’ the moutk. The lower jaw

C vl ich ‘moves, not thé tpper portion, whenit is catch-
. jog prey cr'ditting suuning 1self in ¥ bank waiting

 ing g anning LB W bant waiting
4+ forf the - erocodile bird to dome ¥nd’ pickili¢ leevbios | r : v 16 “garas 2
' ' 1 Rew still misintain ‘the' old “trddition” of-beteniq

Ly

J.-Bwaoh informed: the - Hditor, that his

-and -that this included 'stoppages at .

| PRESERVING BOOKS IN- THE TROPICS.

In the Ivdian Museui- Library,” where - tha ‘books
ate kept in close-fitting glase cases,- with a fewounces
of naphthalive upsn dachishelf, little or no damage- is
taused by insects. From & note furnished by Mr. R.
Obapman, late Yibrazrian, it sppears that the paste
used in binding the Indian Muséum booksis poisoned
by adding aboat hall an onunce of sulphate of ecepper
to ‘each th. of paste,’ while hookeslrerdy infested are
 disinfected by shutting them up for four or fivedAys

in  cloge-fivting box of loose naphtbatine with as much
-of this' subatance as possible between the leawes.— .
- Bew Bullétin,

-

L -yl P
DRUG- REPORT.,
(From Chemist and ~Druggist.) ‘

: . ) Londop; August 2nd,
 ANNATrO.—~Fourpence per lb, is the price reguired
- for good seed -from (oconads, but ooly-2d per Ib.
was_bid: For good Weat Indian seed 2{d to . 24d per

-1b. i8 the price, o o
.. O1NcHoNA.~The ‘enly. lot sold today was a-150-Ib,
case of damaged Seuth American red bark in broken
qull, which realised 53 9d perlb, =
- CocA-LEAvEs.~—The  price atked today for 4-bales
good green-Truxillo is 104 per Ib. )
) .- . | ,—.. L y
INDIAN PATENTS.

. S . . _Caleutta,-Aug. 9th.

The fees prescribed in Sohedule 4 of Act V of 1888
have been paid for the continuance. of exelusive pri-
- vilege in respect of the undermentioned invéentipna:—

Rorary Fans.—No. 48 of' 1890.—~Henry Alandj of
78, Roupell Street, Lainibeth, in tke Oo, of Suriey,
England, Engineer for ~improvcments: in the éon<
struetion of rotary fans for producing or“inducing
eurr:nts of air, tfor. hlowing, -véng,fl'z_a.hn%‘ and “6ther
analogous purpises. (From 19th August 1694 o’ ISth
August 1895.) . e e
- GorToN MAcBINE.~No, 69 of 1888 \Williain Siilton
Boequet {deceased) late of Rawslpindi,” India Distfict,
Liscomotive and Carriage Saperiiiténdent, North-
Western Railway, for a muchine for pressiog Gotton
and other snbstances of & like nature. (From 7tk Aug,
1894 to 6th Aug. 1895.—JIndian Hhgineer. ‘

UTILITARIAN 'SIDE- OF:> BOTANY. -

 (From Lord: Saltsbury's Address before the British
: : Association.) .

Botahisti'do mnit seem tor havé'raalized;-exdept
“in the case of miedicine, ‘that ‘mb‘ﬁam-‘ﬁﬁﬁ‘g’n} ‘has
an outlet. Chemists’ and’ physicigtsgeck prastiosl
. aims. ~ "Zoologists® help " the " fishing’ ‘in@ustry ;
Professor Ray Liankester’s laboratory a¥ Plynicuth
contributes fo the nation’s prosperity as wall aa
to research. But where iz the prastical outcome
of modern-botany ?° The brilliant : work of Marshall
Ward is full of purpose o -many large industries,
and that of Oliver “ha¥ béarings™on horticulture;
but the trend of boténieal work { in ‘this' ‘country
has not -been -utilitarian. : (The Seottish Univer-
gities” Oommissiofiers -made ‘botany, - bracketed with
zoology, optional with ‘mathenatics ‘for the.degree
in agricalture--an- illustration of *the- Hitle im=
“portancs ‘attached to ‘botiny’ by -the :lays mind.
Bat it was its ‘ntilitarian side” -thatiﬂ‘-@gv%-t&&’ﬁmt
impetuy” 0" 'the scicntifie study of botany. The
plant ‘world: as * the sourcé -of products” ol ‘eso-
nemit value- and drugs- aftracted atténtion, ‘and
-out of this: grew by patural deyelopimént ~ the
v Bystematic - study of - plants, - The- point- of view
was that botany was - an' essentinl- hianch of

w4g hin é of tothe back of the skal and ‘it is this alone medieal study.. A practioal ~outeome - was the

- gatablischment of botanioal gardens+-now - in-many
instances appendages of: ieaching establishmaents,
or mere pleasure ‘grounds, < Butithe -gardens at
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gardenis &s.s eentre through ‘which botany renders
soigntific . .service to national. progress. Modern
bolany. bhas not yet found in this country ita full
application ;. it has.mot rendered the service due
to. the State.. In hortioulture and . agrioulture it
should' find a sphere of application by which it
may-eontribite to our national well-being, Botan-
ists- must be the apostles of forestry; and
foresfry in torn will re-aot upon their {reatment
of, botany. Botany cannot thrive in a purely
introspective atmoaphere ; it can live eonly by
keeping . in - touch .wiih the mnational - life.— .
London :Times. ,

<l

TOBACCO. IN SUMATRA.

AMSTERDAM; Aug 8.—A new limited company kas
been astablished at Rotterdam with & ecapital of
fl. 2,000,000, which is already fully  taken up. Tha
company is styled Deli - Agricultural Company, and
- will gontinne the working of the estates Mabar, Saentis,
and Jermaniain Deli, formerly belonging to the firm
0. Eokels & Co. Taedirector will be dr. M, G. van
ded. Arend, director of the Mobacco Uompany Ax-
endsburg, . ) ‘ .
.. Of the, crop of Sumatra tobacco of 1§93 there have
béen sold in Holland up to this date 115,213 bales |
againat 69,182 bales in the same period ot the pre-
ocodivg year. For the Autumn rales, the first of which
is to be expected on 18:h September, there will be about
46,000 to 47,000 bales, Acecording to thelatest reports,
the rhipments-of tbe 1893 orop have ceased, - and the
total gnantity isabout167,000 bales. The sales held
hete in the month of July, although they went
.off’ satisfac:orily, have..not shown such . high prices
for the article as in the former mionths, The reason.
is: sthat with ibe fice lots also lower qualilies were
offered combised, and tbus- the average bid must be -
lower. This system -bpeoessifates the buyers taking
thg . ne .and ordicary . tobaceo -Yogether, 80 :that
there remained ,very: little -unsold, , Owing to the
present. ‘war between China and. Japan, fears ware
exprqessed thatthe Deli tobacea . companies., wonld not |
Jba.able t0. engaga the reguired number of, coolies. in
Chioa,nnd .this has .inflaenced. the shares of ;mome
of. theie. Companiess, D<li. Company's shares .deciined
31;per-cent, Amsterdam. Deli Company shares 14
per.cent., and the Senembah. Jompany shares 5% per
ecent,,.. )

The following . dividends,. have, ,been announged.-
—AgﬁmlkumL,_Comphtjg Gending - 14 per. cent
Agricultural Oompany Mazron, 74 per cent,—L. and C .

t

i

" THE .WORLD®: COFFEE SUPPLY,.

Viewed broadly, it'may be.stated that since 1890.
the agyregate - yicld-of coffde - in . all. places has
been Increased by nearly 4,000,000 -ba%s: gays the
@rocer, by far the greater poction of this heavier
quantity raised having consisted af Brazl asd Ceniral
American. descriptions, which  have .been relied
on zmore . than- most: other kinds to . fill ap the .
awkard gaps .that have been-oecasioned by the total

orpartial fa:lure of the crops: usually furnishing. | -
suppiiess of -what. are .kuewh- a8 our, B * faney ? |

coffees, and :which have- alwage been ia: .strong-,
esk - requettubath for  home; uee -and éxportation,
These superior grades-of colonty coffes, thatformerly

camg ifrom . Ceylon, Java; and . the other East. Iniies -
in1rich: abundance,: have, a3 is too, well knowa by -

the uondon frade, tiil now-been grown and shipped

hither in diminishing- quanvities, 8o that it has been

morve difficuls, than ever - to. .obtain parcels . of ,the

requisite standaxrd of quality for pousumption, either .
bere or-on the Continent, whore the' taste avd liking

for the plantation sorts of coffee bave tecome dec:-
dedly more marked with every succeeding season,
On the other haund, as intimated above, the on'.
tivation " of the commoner growths of ' ooffee,
sueh gg-.Brazil, and their importation into sheUnited. |
States whore-ihey .are g nerally .have.apprecinted,: |

has gone ouéag t?menf;usuides within .thﬁlaat.ﬁ;’e or
8ix yeara- and have thus staved off what would bave _
heen a veritable coffee faming 'i%atb.a prtﬁ;ygil! &gsence o
of consignments from freh sources of produetion.
This acquisition of supply, however, has not been
comple'ed  withont violeat flustuations in velue, ex-
tending trom 158 to 303 per cwt. at certsin periods,
and . when long in the upward direction evgouraging _
the planters everywheie to redouple their exeréons.-_
In producing as pleatifal a yield of coffee -a8..
posrivle in  the snbsequent year. The - gread ..
merican  demand - being thus  salirfied, bas.
f¢ uodisturbed, in u less degree thau can be easily;
understood, the Europesn markets, whera a decoction -
of Brazil coffee is not the.universsl favanrite with ..
consumets ; and althongh prices . have been, stiff and
g@vaxxamgqinne 1888, they have not been nearly so.
igh as might. have been the case if both the Harscs
pean and. American markets bhad fo be adequately
supplied from the samekind of acticle. .Resides keeping *
the value from mounting up to au extravagant height, -
the general outturn having been materially enlasged,-:
has resulted in placing it muoch above she average of
previous years, and ip the table already referred to:ik. -
] be seen that there hasbeen s surprising augmen.
lation inthe snpply of coffes since. 1890. The figzures. -,
{er(mmug‘.!o the present.year, and. more partienlarly
those relating to 1895, are, of conrse; merely, “ estim-
ates” for ihe time being,.but may be takenss ap~,
proximate'y near the *ruth, apd help to mabe it slear
that the  expectations of still more abundsnt erops
nexk :eason sra foundedupon reasonable. caleulations,
as herewith shown 1— T e
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The Ooffee Company Usnsa, has.not-yet declared
a dividend, as the crop was still foo smal],  having
amounted to 649 piculs in 1893, -while_ the estimaty.:.
for 1894 is 8,250 picnls. The four .un are.

| in o satisfactory condition, 1,687 bouws,with 2,450,000, .

tregs {equal to 1,600 to 2,000, acres perhsps 2]

cultivated.—L. gnd.C. Lspress, bein&



