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VALUE OF COCONUTS.
Negombu Distriet, Sept. 1ats

DesrR Sir,—In reeponss to your request I give
below the rauge of prices and the average value of
cosonuts, psr thousand, in this distriet for the
concluding years of the - quinquennial periods ending
with the ye.rs 1865, '70, '75, '80, '83, and '90, and
for the last 4 years. : ‘

It will ba observed that the valus has stealily
advanced since 1891, owing partly to the increased
exports of the raw material and poonae, and pirtly
to the very larga demand crevied by the new
industty of preparing desiconted ocosonuts, .

-A notable feature here just now i3z the demand

for ‘seed nuts from this favourite loenlity, and the |

price of these has gone up by leaps and bounds.
Ia this eonnexion let me add a word of advice
to the inexperiensed who jntend to plant up with
this invaluahle palw.
procure nuts, for nursery purposas, from a reliable
sourde, a3 the suscess of a'plantation largely depends
on the proper selection of the §%ed nuts—a matter
which doss not seem generally to receive the
attention which its importance demands. ~
~Traly yoars, ~ POLGAHA,
Yedrs,  Range of prices, per thou- Aveiagevalue
sand, for 12 morths, - per thousand
. for 12 months.
88 d - £

8. d. & 8. de

1865, 8 2 0 o 8-5 0 848
'1870... 218 0 to 3 7 @ 110
Re R o " R e

1875... 26 25 to- 83 7 20 48
1880.,, - . 26 50 to 33 25 29 0%
'3885., .27 50 to 83 Ub 3) 25
189L.., 23 00 to 37 25 32 02
92.., 30 50 t» 40 bHU 34 21

1893... 36 00 fo 47 B 40 81
1804... 37 25 to 39 50 to end Aogast.

FOR CAFFEINE.
Talawakele, Sept. 4th.

Dear Sie,—1 read with much interest your
article on the: sosarcity of Tea Rubbish for the
manufactare of Oaffsine, : , ,

I fanoy that o great amount of va'uab'e rabbish
is . being daily thrown awu;ilby every tea factory,
viz., the delicate  hairs of the tea leaf commonly
called “fluff.” I have advocated the use of fluff
for this purpose amongst the planters here. On
Saturday I advised a gentleman to send some to one
of the German firms for a trial, .

-1 have made a rough analysis of “fluff” and I
estimate that it'contajns a8 much theine weight
for weight as what the leaf does.

TEA RUBBISU

1t would also be easier extrasted as there is

not 5o much colouting master ete., to he gotrid of.

. With regard to the value of the large leaf for
this purpose 1 asm mnot quite sure. But from
results I have obtainsd in studying the chemistry
of the manufacture of tea, I would say, that &
greater percentage of alkaloids would be obiained
from the green lesf.

I am of opinion that in the process of firing
there is & splitting up "of 8 portion of the Theine
into its constituent parte. Bat I would strongly
advise some enterprising planter to send a packet
of »flaff '’ to the firm you name for trial.—I am, ete,,
v P, M. SHORT.

‘(We must arrange oufsélves for a. packet of
¢ groen leat ' and of “fluffi ® to be sent to Mr,
@hristy, for the purpose in view,—Ep, 7'4:]

They should b3 eareful to

- remsined for tha general body of the

It was enly right that the

. ompelled {0 oppose the repolution propoged

THE CEYLON TEA SALES CONDITIONS.

A general meating of those interested in ths tea
trade was held on the afternoon of Sapt, 12.h in the
Chamber of Commercs room, just befofe the weekly
sales commenced, to consider Rule X{I. of the pre -
seat Conditions of Sales, and to vest in the Colombo
Tea Traders’ Association the power of dealing
with the conditions of sale generally under the
following resolution to be yreposed by Mr. J. H.
Renton, and seeonded by Mr. F. Duplock :—*¢ That
Rule XII. of the gonditions of sals be altered o
read as follows :—Additions or alterations. to tha
above rules may be made from tims to time, a8
oogasion arises, at the general mesting of the
Celombo Tea Traders’ Association to be called for’

.such purpose in eccordance with the rules of the

Asgsosiation,” Mr. J. H. Renton occupitd the
chajr, and among the others present were ;—
Mesare. C. A, Lisechman, H. Worship, A, C. Gale,
¢. E. H, Symons, A. H. Ayden, F. F. Street, W.
Haslam, M, 8. Jeaffreson, A, M. Gepp, B. M,
Leste, J. N. Campbell, H. Tarraat, ¥, Daplock,
W. Beals, W. E; Ksele, John, Ratber and Foster,

Mr. 7. H. Rexron; Chairman of the Chamber of
Commares, who presided explained that they had

_been called " to  consider ruls 12 of the present

gonditions of sale whioch was as follows: —*¢ Addi«
tions or alterations to the above rules may be.
made from time to fime as ooecasion ariges, at a

' general meeting' of the Tea Trade to be eslled for

such purgose, by the Chairman of the Chamber of
Commeree, on the written request of not Jess than
5 of those intereated. At least a week’s previous
notica must be given in one or more of the losal
newepapers.’’ Hs had called the meeting in acsord-
ance with a letter addressed to him by five memubers:
of the Tea Trade. Most of them had now joined
the Colombo Tea Traders’ Assooiation,and they wished
now to hand the conduct of the Trade over to.
that Association. It was, therefore, nesessary that.
this rule should be altered and he had given notice
glﬁa motion -thaf it should be altered to read as
ollows ; — -

‘Additions or slterations -to the abave rules may

"be made from time to time, as occasion arises, ata
. general meeting of the Colombho Tes Traders’ Asso.:
- ciation to be called for such purpose in accordance

with the rules of the Associalion.

The Committes of tha Colombo Tea Traders'

_ Assdeiation had met and adopied as their rules
‘all the rales in' the old conditions of sale, with

the exception of Rule 12, whioh thay had sltered
ag above, The Colombo Tea Tradws' Assosiation
having adopted all thes) rales, it natuzally only
; ] trade to
hand the conduet of the business over to the
Assecistion, and they could best do 8o by adopting
his resolution, : '
) MR. DUPLOCK, .
- Mr., Durrock in seconding said they had hitherto
been a very important body as teing engaged in the
tea-trade of this island, butmore or less a nonde.
tcript one, no one knowing who the heid was
or with whom they had to deal, and they had
done things in @ hap-hazard sort of way, Now
that they had a President, a Sscretary, and a
Commitiee, they hoped to get om swimmingly.
; oconditions of sale
under which they bought and sold their tes
should be under the guidanece and contro]l = of

B prope!-ly Otganiﬂed an.d eonstituted Associati
*guch as the Colombo Tea Traiers’ sociation,

Association,
o AN OBJECTION.

Mr. J. N. Camesrrni:—I regret that I am
bg,



