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- Gonrerpondance.

S . To the Editor,
INDIAN AND .(CEYLON TEA IN NEW
MARKETS.

Deax Sig,—In the weekly edition for Aug. 30th |

to Sept. 5tb, X note thav you think that encugh has

been smid regarding proposals for the openmng of |

siew markets. This I take to be only concexving the
- aetnal operations. to be urcderizken, and not as to
geveral remarks on what will benefit or prejudice
the Tea Industry, -

. .. ¥ou quote the remarks of a asrrespondent who
gent 'you a esample of green tem, (in ease you hzd
. forgotten the faste of it) ard as you remsrk his
letter comes too late &> iufluence the course of aetidn,
bot I do. hops ftat you do rot consider it foo late
to advocate the ovly course, which, to the. corres-
pondent qucted, and in my opicion, is the only ase
which can_put our indastyy on o better footipg.
Your London letter vontain interviews with leadirg

men on tea subjeots, and these contain more valuaple

informaticn ¢n the subjects than I ever remember
hayving seen in print; they give ivformation on the
subject of Tea selling, whereas up to date the
planter is guite in the derk as toall that relates to
$hig,—the most important branch_of the Industry.
We ses that there is a wide diversity of opinion
even among experts; on some points; the planter
-would give informetion, snch &3 the one of tha
ohange noliced in tea, judgirg by reports in your

loeal mwarket and the result ot tasting the same tea |

liter -on in the London market. .
The * Planter” Aug. 24th P. 12., gives an inttance
of a tes tmater being sent cul to improve the tzas
of certain properties, but when he arrived he said
that he would not have known the fresh stuff to be
tea at all, although he had tasted the teas of those
estates for several years, He gave up the atiempt to
. improvs the tes with the amount of knowledge : be
possesged. There is in fmot a want of knowledge

between the various departments of the Tea Industry

and each one sreks only its own advantsge.

In vyoar No. 36, we see from the iuterview with
Mz, ebgter, that be has a good line of &e-
tion, and thst it pays the Company for which
he wcrks. Here then we bave one menns of getting
better repults, and I fancy that before lung we shall
see meny ° Co-operstive tem concerns
agents of their own., This is what I iake to be the
meaning of what your correspondent said who advo-
cated the pushing of teas by private enterprise; and
I cannot but think that men of Mr, Webster's stamp

will do more for our tea than can be done by sny -

such means as advocated by the three prize Kssays'
I apologize for reverting fo the forbidden subject’,
but any suggestion which will induce proprietors to
Co-operate, (or 88 we usually ssy to “ Associate’)

muast be of wvalve. Without some schemes for  ba-

tering . our coundition the tea Industiry must pass from
the hands of the present proprietors into those of

large compsnies, and tbe struggle to come is to |

decide the point whethar the revenumes from fes
planting are to be gained by privete owners or
to be gaimed by shareholders in Compauies.
My view is that it 4s advisable that the present
owrers of tea property shall continue to profit
by their properties, and that the present body of
(active) Planters shsll confinue to gain their living
by working in tea- instead of wancering so otier
ewployments, And so the present proprictors and
tes planters should combine to find out all they ean
about their tes after iv leaves the factory, even going
so far as to employ a dealexr of thuir ewn if they
find that the present body of dealers cannot give
them a paying price for their tem. )

It would bo bhard to pont to any determined en-
deavour to sell tea at a profit; which has failed, and
it hag even spancoeeded with private individuals, .

. As fo Americs, you regret to note that the amouat
exporped to that scuntry was less in 1893 them in

employing’

' 1892. It ocant be said that the Americans fettirned

any tea sent to them, bat it iz prebable that there
was nob sufficient ercouragement to continne sending

tea, 59 that the individuals who sent tem in 1892 .
This would npot happen to any

where ohoked off.
large Association, they would see the barm done by nod
keéping up the sapply, and they would be able fo beat
a small loss withont being ruived. 1n 1893 th price

of commonest teas was sacinally better (in London

than in 1892. Were these the teas that wenb &o)
America ? it so the caure of the falling off, which
you note, is explained. Since Lipton &e., dic: wanted
tess, common tes bad risen, thet also miy keep it

from going to Americs, ard we probably seé all the

tea which shogld now be edacating the Americaus,
heaped up on our Infian railway platforme. -
I should say that eny falling off in supply muas

“ruin the chsnses of gain'ng a mew market; I don’t

gpesk of Tea only. In your Hditoriale I note the con-
tinned asserficn of the cuperiority of © oyr ¥ Tes, but
you ecin hardly say that ysn send your supérior -teas
to any conntry but England. I you will doveent to

send & proporsicn of your tea crop of ofl‘yoalities to -

any msrket there is little doubt that they would gain
s footing and cust any other teas. I suggest that
beyor:d merely sending what -yon make: you' should
study the requirements of that market, and make tea
as'pear as possible to the desired standards of quelity,
character; and appearance. The meagureé of failure
in atbainirg any of these, would -be the messure of
the sacrifice in price which you would have to submwit
to until your teas got into favowr. -Bus you must
not desert ycur merket to gain 8 tempovary advan-
tage in eome other temporarily inflated market.

1 goan Indian Plauter wou'd do anything  to geb
our Ceylon teas out of the msarket foi which we
have puir so deasrly. You must adinit thet Indisn tea
ig superier to Ceylon tea, aud yet with thé;eame hreath
you (Ueylon Pianters) say that Oeylon tea is betier

- than Indian tea. Both however are too- saperior for

the new markets, and we are léft to - jostle one
angther® I think that the. saperivrity- ot tes should

' be recognized to mean character and not -qaslity, and
that we rhould strive after charactér only,-thémthe -

conditions of good and bad soil, of good -end bad mani-
pulation &eo., &c. will bavs their due valuu in infla-
ending pr ces; but we shall gain all merkets by the
virtpye <f chcapness, ' . . :

It iz very evident that our deslers cannet exbend
our arkets without  our agsistance. Our dealera
have by much study and constent, endesvonr suceecded
in placing 193 millions pounds, but our supply of one
tort of tea is exceeding their capadity foi selling any

more st a profit to ws slthough undonbtedly “they -

onn gell a gredt deal moxe at & profit to themselves.
We must help the dealers as p}::ntene, and not as
interlopera into the dealer’s domsin. :'We must sait
our tess to the murket, .we alope can do se, now that
the Limit of mixing has been attaingd.

I wish to show my admiration for the enterprise
ehown by your paper in obtaiming istexviews from
leading tea men. So far you have heard. only the
views of the great brokers and. dealers, perhaps later

{ on you might get the opinions of leading planters

{both proprietors and munsgera.) -1 bave certainly
never bien able to get ms maucH information on
plauting -matters, and particularly sll goncerping tea
gelling has been a sealed book to plgnﬁng‘_%gﬁgexa.

ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION OF POWER.
‘ Upepuntry, Sept. 1894,

Drsr 8:18—We are héaiing with increasing fre-

guency of isstances of the application of é:lgot’ricit
to the fransmission of power. The Tiverpoo
Chamber of Qommsrce Journal recently ‘gave s

coneise absiract of the comparstive: cost of steam

* We osnnot follow this :,'_-t}ie“ﬁghﬁ 18 V.Ogsinaﬁ in.

 ferior -adulierated China’s and Jngnu’s and in favour of

pure superior, Indian’s and . Ceylon's; .As:for our

$ea, Ceylon produces some of the besk tnd-lso. some

of the most common of teat.~Ebn, T4,
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