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the courge'of 3 debate on the qf‘uestiOn ‘whathar the Agso~
clgtion shonld join the Uhion for the Promotion of the
Taberestd of Ciuchous-Cultivation, recently establithed ia
Amsterdam, a planter who had recenily refurnel from
Burope aggerted that o good oould come from any re-
duction of the exports. The ovoealition of the German
Guinine-makers, he observed, was too powerful to be
overcome by-the planters. The stock of bark in Europe was
gufficient tO sapply the manufactures’ requirements for
two years, and until that was cleared off the growers were
powerleg. * A capital of at least £150,600 wonld be re~
quired to-keep a plaufers’ syndicate going, and mo such
amount could be brought together by the planﬁinﬁintarest.
The German system of gquinine-making was totally differ~
. from, and much superior tg, that fillowel by the
French and American factories., The Milan guinine-works
algo nged the German system, but an agreement had beea
made between that factory and the German syndicate,

* by virtue of which the German makers paid an annual

royalty to the Italian factory on condilion that it should
séase working, The President of the Asmociation pointed
out that howéver auxious all the Java planters might be
to improve the price of bark, it was not they, but the
directors of the great cinchona-compauies, who had their
head-quarters in Amsterdam, who cou'd take effactive
agtion. Some time ago the Association agreed to restrict
the exports of cinchona, but nmo sooner was this decision
taken than a few planters outside the Association com-
menced to increase thelr own exports, thus nullifying the

oclation’s objeot. Ualess the wholeof the Java planta-
tions, without exception, agreed npon common action
npothing conld bg done. Another point of dangerto Java
planters lay in the decline of the exchange-value of the
rapee. Java hsg a gold standard, and eannot profit on
ekchange, but the Ceylon planters now regeive about 59
Eg;n-_ cent more rupees for every £1 worth of bark sold
n Eiurope than they did in the first years «f their cin-
chona indusiry. On the other hand wages are the same
‘ay. they were then, and the Java growers are thereforas,
at present, seriously handicapped against their Geylon

- colleagues.

TeA.—The Assam market has been severcly tested this
weelt with heavy sales, and has borne the trial well as
regards prices, On Monday the auotions lasted from neon
till pagt 5 o’clook, and showed remarkably steady rates

for sll’ grades, and while jhere amd there prices were
-notquite so &tiff on Wednesday, the result of the. gsales
- for the week shows that Indians are wantied, and that
the recent advance was fully justified. A good trade has
-been done in the country, andIrish buyers aré now get-

. fing an agsortment of useful brokea Pekoves. (eylon sales

-are lighter and likely-to continue so for a while, and
“wery full prices ‘were realised, Tuesday’s sale -going off
rapidly with plenty of competition. In Qongou teas fine
Kintacks and Keemuns continue t> advance, showing in
man cdses & rise of from 44 €o 61 per 1b. from ori-
%;!nl oging quotations. Capers are steady st recént
ratos,: s
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SIX WEEKS IN JAVA. 73§

"Tuwisland of Java has been receiving gonsiderable

attention. in the English press of late : the Pall Mall

Gazetie had an illusirated contribution on this Dateh -

Dependenoy not long ago; and in & recent Blackwood,
Ool: 8ir H. Collett gives an interesting moconnt

.ot % Bix Weeks in Java " from which we quote a few"

.papsages. First in referenca to travelling:—

‘The dry season in Java commences in April, and
the most favourable time for travelling is from the
-beginning of shat month t> about the end of June.

- July and August ave hot, ospecially in eastern Java
~whers the rainfill is less than in the western pro-

vinges, and where drought is apt to prevail during
: $he rainy season begins,
In s few years Juva -will possess a railway extend-

ing from Batavia on the west to Soetabaja on the-
" east—that is, throughoub nearly its entire length.

.As ‘pregent the difiiculties of oconstruction through a
hill ‘eountry leave & gap of over one hundred miles
béteswn Garoet and Tjilatjap on the southera coast.
The journey between thess points is someiwhat
diffieult, and requires arrangement beforchand; wa
tharefura, found it most eenveaient, when leaving the
westoen  for the central provinces, to return to Batavia
wid go. by sea &9 Samarang.

. The train. service in. Java I very regular anl puns-
4nal, aud ‘even an unlockad potkmanted appears to
‘bo. quity safe in the luggage~vans. The cgrriagss are

Bailé on- thie' Amurigan plan, which. ensares good. ven-

tilation ; and we found the second clmsz sufficiently
comfortable. The speed is slow according td. Ewvo-
pean ideas, aud the stoppages prolonged and frequent
but in Java no onsis in a hurry and as the seenery
is always interesting, small delays are rather
welcome than eotherwise, J

Then about Gardens, cultivation and vegetation i~

The Buitenzorg Botanical Garden may perhspa
somewhat disappoint the expectation of the unsvien.
tific mind, as more attention iz paid therein to she
requirements .of botany than to the pictarédgue.
But the garden possesses mere nhmed spedien of
plants than sny other similar establishment, exoept
pechaps Kow ; and its collection of palms, all giowing
in the open instead of being ocrowdel under a glass
roof, is oertainly unrivalled. The plaut<houses are
pror, and not muach monsy is spent on thefn: The

- orchida: aldo. are in the open, and thete is ribthing st

Buitenzorg to compare with the orchid-house in the
Caleutta Gardens, where ferns and - foliage plants
oombine with gorgeous flowers to produce s seene-of
vegetable besuty that is, I think, dnequalled.

A visit should also be paid to the Goverdmiéni

' experimental plantation, abont two miles fom - §he

Buitenzorg hotel. The two  varieties of coffes’ (C.
arabica and C, Uberica) sommonly séen in cultivation,
soveral species of the plants producing gutta-persba,
mahogany trees, csrdamoms, and pamerond ather
interesting plants possessing economio valae, wmay be
seen there.

‘Wa left Baitenzorg by railway .on. the morninﬁ of
the 3rd May, and arrived at Bandoeng, the oapital of
the Preanger Regenoy, the .same afternoon, The

‘- sctnery was alwaye interesting, and sometimes fine,

as the train passed along deep ravines drappad iith
{ropical vegetation and seamed with: waterfalls. "It
was interesting to mnote the dark-green Nipa palms
{(N. fruticans) standing with erect fronds in marghy
hoillows and to remember that in Terfiary ages the
gsame pilm grew in the Thames valley and dropped
its fruit into the muddy waters. The sugar {:mlm
(drenga saccharifera) one of the most useful of plants
is always to be seen growing near villages, with
enormous bunches of berfiés pendent from its lofty
stem. This palm produces at the bases of it leaves
s black fibrs, like horse-hair, which ia put 16 a
variety of usss, and may be_seen covering the ridges
of the native hais all over the island .

‘We saw much rice, coffpe, and oinchona cultivation,
often sopardited by hedges of erythine, the*Indisn
coral-free.” . -

Taller tree-forns than we had seen elsewhére, ome
attainiog a height of at least sixty feet. A hindsome
fern (Dipteris Horgfleldit) grows abandantly in shady
nooks, and is remarkable from itslarge deeply-tobed
fronds dark-green above and pale coloured below.:

There is mush cultivated Isnd round 8indanglais,
and it is curious to obsgerve the mechanical scarecrows

“which the ingenious Malayan mind has evolved, The

natives are also fond of keepiug. birds in ‘cagés,
Every house has at least two or three; but instedd
of hanging against a wall the cages are baisted up
high above the roofs on bamboo poles: and thus the
little prisoners obtain fresh air and sunshine, avil @re
olear of the mosquitos and other banefal insects that
swarm below.!

‘We left Boroboedar at 7 a.m. on 25th May, and
arrived in three hours as Djokjokarta, & large town
on the line of railway to Soerabaja, Every yard-of
the country through which we passed was cuitivated
the principal crops being sugsr-cane and manihotk.
Sugar is the stapls export from ecastern Java; and
the cane-fields, with their waving plumes of silvery-
groy inflorescence, form a charming addition o the
landseape. I India the oultivated sugar-oane bears
no flowers, and the plants are propagated by cuttings,
aud even in Java the sceds do not mature. Manihot,
(M. utilitissima) is growa on dry -clevated land not
stited for rice, asd itp gueershapad tubarofis ropis

‘aréseen in evéry bazaar. From these thamealknown -

&8 cassave is. peepared ip:tropioal Amerios; and:tapie



. Nov. 1, 1804] THE TROPICAL

 AGRICULTURIST.

343

for the European market. The manihot is a hand-
some plant, with large deeply-lobel leaves; but the
raw root is bitter, and moré or less poisonous until
the juices have been expelled by pre:sure.

Ag to Dutch life in Java, the following is in-
teresting :—

From Sindapglaja to Builéozorg is a drive of
twenty-four miles through oharming scemery and
over an excellent road. It takes shout four hours.
We raturned from Buitenzorg to Batavis, and sailed
at 9 a.m. on'the 17th May in s Datch coasting steamer
for' Semarang in Central Java: The steamer was

somfortable, But was rather.ocrowded, as in addition

to the ordioary passengers we carried tweiity Dutch
young tadies, on the way to their homes for

boligsys. The girls wers in high spirits, snd kept
us amused with playing games and singing chorus
songs until the ship became a little lively, when
they disappeared below. The Anglo-Indian in Java
is much struck by the manner in which the Dutch
maké themselves at home in their Easlern posSes-

sions, a8 ocontrasted with our habits in Iudia. Few |

fathers of families in Java think it necessary to sen
their boys and girls to lioliand for education; and it
is common, even in Batavia, to see troops of little
pale~faced  children ocreeping unwillingly to school.
The Dutch ladies also seemi to resign themselves quite
willingly to perpetual exile. The difference is no

doubt partly due to the superior climaié which the

interjor of Java possesses, as compared with- the

burpipg plains of lndia; but it is alsoin some derree.

atiribatable to. the sensible manner in which the Dutek

ndapt their dress and daily habits to the conditiona -
0 i

of lifein the tropies. In Java the Kuropeans seem
to imake up their minds to live their lived there, While
in Iodia we are all birds of passage.

‘Out * temple-tres "’ (Plumiera acutifolia) seems to
be given over fto cemeteries in Jays, all native
buiipl:placeshad them and they were the largest trees

of the kind, 8ir H. Collett had ever, seen: A great. :

deal of information, is given about the volcanic
moq%@‘n‘s and oratersin Java, algo.on. the Buddhist
mgﬁe indu.temple remains,

qu Lo

" The wonderful temple of Borohoedar is eonjectured
by Fergusson to have been erected- in the_ seventh
century of the Obristian era, the golden age of Bud-
dhism in Java, “just wheh the Buddhist system had
attained its greéatest development, and just before
its fall. This temple thus contains within itself.a
complate epitome of all we learn from other sources
and is a petfest illustration of all we know of Buddhiat
art and its revival.” ‘ .

The temple id built on the snmmit of a command-
ing 'hill; and’ hes the form of a pyramid with its apex
removed. Each side of the base measnres 370 feat,
and on the upper platform are placed the seventy-
two small shrines (or dagobas}, each with a seated
statue 0f ‘Buddha in it, which formed fhe temple
proper. In the ocentre of these rises a lsrger shriue
now empty, bud. which no donbt once contained relica
or a.statue, Four gallaries, or procession paths en-
cirole- the structure, and lead to the upper platform,
where a grand view of the fertile plain enclosed by
mqged mountains i3 obtained.

“T% is' nof, however,” Fergusson writes,
from its dimensions orthe beaity of its architeotural
desui'gn that Borohoedar is so ‘Temarkable, as for the
0
nearly 5,000 feét, almost an English  mile, and as there
are’ sonlptures on both faces of the galleries, we have
neaily "10,000 foet of bag-reliefs; or if we lika to'add
those which are in two storeys, we have a serés of
soulptures which, if arranged consecutively in a row
would extend -over nearly tbree miles of ground.
Mogt of them are singulariy well preserved; for whea
the Javans were converted to Muhamadanism it was
not_in anger, and they were not nrged to desiroy
" what. they had before
negléoted them, and, except for earthguakes these,
monyments Wonld now bé neatly as.perfect ag when
fhey - were figry erented,” o :

One sqcl} reference we |}

“gither

tures that line lis galleries, These extend to |

reverenced : they merely.

The outer face of the basement iu extremely rich .
in architectaral ornameénts and figure scalptures;
but is not historically important. The first enclosed ’
gallery is the most interesting, and. contains on its
inper wall 120 elaborate bas reliefs portraying scenes
in the life of Buddhe. In the three upper galleries
Buddhism is represented as @ religion. Groups of .
Buddhas, three, five, or nine, are repeated over and
over agsin, mizxed with represontations of saints and
sage3s. Tue ecarvinge have been exzecuted in a hard.
traichytic rook, and if the covering of moss and lichens
is; soraped off, the finest traciogs of the artist’s chisel.
are still to be discerned.

'We are accustomed to regard Buddhism as s widely-
spread religion even in these days; but the faith s

- now. in its decademce as compared with the golden.

age which witnessed the nearly contemporaneous
erection of temples in Afghauvistan, in India, aud fa
Java—rgountries where the teuets of Sakya Mnni have .
long ceased to hold sway.

g

INDIAN PATENTS.
Calcntta, the 27th Septomber 1854,
Sgecifications of the undermentioned inyen$ions have
been filed under the provisions of 'Act V of 1888 1=
Dyming Finres.—No. 56 of 1894,—Alexander Beith
Hay, Maoafacturing Chemist, and Jamés Moffatt Park,
Ohemist, both of Maryhill, Glasgow, io the Co, of
Lanark, Scotland, for improvements in dyeing fibres, '
yorns and fabrics. (Filed 18th September 1894,) -
MAcmine ¥or Huysging, Erc.—~No. 112 of 1894.—
Robert Rickie, of Messrs. Riokie & Uo., Bangalore
Iron Works, Bangalore City, for animproved machine
for husking, decortieating and orusbiog seeds; Igramsk
or, berries, (Filed 13th Beptember 1894.)—Indiun
Eﬂgfm?'. : ‘ R ‘
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REPORT ON GINGER OROPS  IN
JAMAICA,

Mr, W. Fawoett, the Direator of Puablic. Gardeas;
?-in,s 1ssued his report on the Ginger Orops of Jamaion.
e says:— E

The quality of commgreial ginger upon which tha.
price depeuds, is due ohiefly to moil, but also to ouring..
to. the variety, white or blue and to whether it hag.
begn freshly planted a few months: before oz has
been ¢ ratoonivg ” for one or mors years.

The soil, which produces the very highest quality

-Yealising perbaps £10 per cwy. in the London market

is ;the very deep black soil of virgin forest,. To grow
ginger under this condition involves the destruction of
large areas of Forest, s
Magnificent trees, six feet in diameter, may be seen.
in some districts lying votting on the ground while:,
.$he ginger cultivators have gone further to the centre
of the island, abandoning the woodlands already cut,
down. The plan adopted in cleaning. the foreat is
for a oultivator to invite 10 or 12 of his friends tor

' & * cutting mateh,” he provides food and deink snd .

the laborious work of feeling trees is cexried on
‘merrily and withont much expense. Afterwards fire
s put, and_ tbe place is burnt over. Thiz burns
Ing is considered . very important as much #o us.
the virgin soil probably its importance. is due
principally to the deposit of potash and other
mineral matters contained in_the ashes, but the
fire will also sweeten the ground eorrecting sourness
aud morecver it destroys insect pests. Some cul~
tivators will only grow ginger in freshly olearod wopd«
‘lau@ and next year they move on to & new clearing,
but although ia this way they get very fine ginger
it is at the expense of forest land which would re~
-quire a_ very heavy outlay and perhaps a term of .a
handred years to restore. Albert Town was not so
long ago a ceotre for the oultivation, but I was told
-there that growers had alréady .got as far as fourteen
‘miles farther inland, . . .-
Ginger can be .and is grown in many -places year
aftor year on the game ground,, An intelligent culy



