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g‘lﬂs"_ them in -a closed box ‘wntil the followin
&y, ‘when, t0 my disappointment, I found the
insects as lively as ever! Not a single corpse
to be seen! Further experiments were prevenfed
by the ra,;})lid putrefaction of the infusion. i
possible that the fault lay in the preparation of
the - mixture. Perhaps it is necessary to obtain
an extract by distillation instead of infusion.
These are points that should be aseertained from
headquarters. R : '
I think it very probable that we may possess
in Ceylon many native plants or trees with
hitherto unsuspected insectieidal properties. I am
now engaged in making experiments in this
directiqn.—‘Yours traly, | , . .
E. ERNEST GREEN.

.AMERICAN CONSUL MOREY ON
- CEYLON TEA AND TRADE
_ GENERALLY,

A Colombo merchant in sending us a copy of

the -Shipping. and Commercial List ot New York,
in. whioh .we find Consul Morey's Report on
Ceylon Tea .Trade, &o., writes:—*I think Mr,

Morey- has gone too far in dogmatizing about .

low-country teas, lend in QCeyles, .and marked
deterioration in- quality, sll ¢f which is ealoulated
to. do damage to the intereats of the Fsland, and
will not .help Ceylon tea .into .Ameriea. The
: gamgrgplg abont Amerjoaii drills beirg’ displaced

y. losaily mannfactured drille, ¢ neither as good
nor as. cheap as pepperill, . is altogether gratui-

tous; fok, the looal production is much chesper,

I.am eurprisad.at Mr. Morey's tome altogether.”
And go -are we, because while it is the bounden
duty of & Consul fo give . a fair and outspoken
Report. for the benmefit of bis. countrymen, it is
equally his - duty to seek information .from those
best qualified to give it to him, and-surely one or
other of the Directors of the Cotton. Mills ought

to have been inquired of ; -while as rezards our
tes wo certainly think Mr, Morey . goes a little tog -

far. We quote from his. Report the main portions
8. lollows:— S .
CHYLON TEA FOR THE UNITED STATES.
By ‘W, Morey, United . States Coansul at Oeylan,
In Juse, 1886, 1 reported upon tes, the produastion
of which’ was theun being prosecuted ss a ‘“new Ceylon
industry.” The shipmeats had amouated to 4 353,000
pounds in the previous yesr, and both plasters a-d

-egporters were aoXiously cmsidering ways and mesns .
for introduciog their J:mduct inte differest cruntries, .

espéeiaily’ the United. States. In 1889 a * Ueylos.
Plapters’ Araerican -Tes = Company” was formed
loeally, which merged in ° 1891 into.an American
company, liearisg the sima tame, I believe, and in-
sorporated iinder the Jaws of New Jersey, - Consider.

able adverlising was done ih the United States by the

Jast-named company, but ve-y Jittle - tes was handlad

by tham, and fo 1893 the company went into ligni--

dntion. In the meantime the Ceylon Governwent nad
appraprist>d $100,000 toward waking an exhibit a

the Warly’s Columbian Exposition ab Qbicago, and iv-

appears that most of that mooey was expended in the
futerest of Ceylon tea.. With this incentive the laeal

shipnients of tes to the United 8tates amounted to -
" 250,945 pounds in 1893, though about 163,000 pounds,"

say neirly two-thirds, of that guantity w.nt to Cali-
fornia, gnite independont of eny stimulus whatever
from the World’s Fair exhibit. - The total shipments
to the United States in 1891 having been 268,554
psunds {about the sama quantity as in 1890), and only
250,945 pouads in 1893, it is plain that ap to the

présaut the sonsiderable aitempts that bave been made

to introduce Ceylon tea.into the United States have
met with amall sucoess, The planters, however, ara

It is

_country, and

{United States morey)- per -

ro$ di%ou’fggad, “and at their meeting in' Newnra
Eluja, [sic] on the 14thof April, they voted to askthe
Government to continue indcfinitely the export dunty

_on téa of one-tenth of one cent per pound (imposed

for the puapose of continuing what they eail *¢
American campaign.’¥ * ® o
As hereinbetore mentjoned, “the total ehipment of
Ceylon tex to all counitries in 1985 was 4,353,000
pounds, and 84,406,064 pounis in 1893, showing the
enormons increase in eight years of over 80,000,000
pounds, In ihe meantime prices have so fallen annaally

in 1893 to raisa funds for the exhibifion at Chicagﬁ!)‘
he

" that in 1893 the average price of Ceylon tea at pubiio

sales in England was 9d (18 cenfo) per pound..
Fox¥ this fall in price sevital feaspns are given. One
authority says the price of tea follows the price of

"I silver ; anoth'r eays plucking for gusntity instead of

qaality is the canse; anoviber gays varelessness in the
wans‘acture his much to do with it; another that

| Ceylon tea doos et kezp will 4.¢., it Soon loses ifs

fine flavour; and.others say thatit is actually deteriore
ating in quality. ‘ 4 g o

1 a w much inclined to believe $hat the Imst-nimed
causel is the most nesrly correet, for it is within my

koow edge that estates which ten or fifteen years ago-
_produ-ced good tea grow mnothing now worthy of thas

oame, This is especiaily true of properties in the low:
to o great extent of old coffee lands
amorg tha hills converted into 101 estates. Iu the Jow
country the sail is poor, and conttant cropping &don
exhausts the tes 'eloments therefrom. Accordingly,
after ten years at wost, the téa produst igso very
poor that the liguor from it resemvles more a deepe«
tion from boiled herbs than from good tea. T

To ke:p np the guality masurmg is neecessary, bué’
the price of tea it Hurdps (18 ocnxts per pouud) does:
pot pay (or ' fer:ilizing; veither will manurivg pay in’
tha higher altitudes, though the price of high-grown
tea’ ia about 25 per cent motre than of that which is
grown in the low country nearcr thé séa, S

Much of the upcountry téa is grown on hillsides,
wheére, owing to the steepoess of the lasd, most of
the maoure applicd is washed away by’ the raine.
But if ‘the theory of e'ectric storms producing
an abunlasee of plant mamare in the form . of
nitrogen i8 ecorrees, the high alb.tude - estates
have a great advantsge,” 88 there is muoh
thander and lightoing and rsin in the hills  of

‘Ceyion nearly -all the year -round. Therefore high«

geown tea way be eéxpected to hold its own and:. keep-

it8 fl wvor tor soine yr1ars 0 come,.. More espesially is

virgio soil infavorable localitiss, - :
Conxidering that most low-grosn teas are 0o poor

in quality foranything but blending purposes, Bime

net being even fit for that, it foliows that, as & rule,

this the case where the estatés have ' been ‘mads on

ouly high-grewn Oeylon tea is suitable for the Ameri- .

can market ; more especially as the . oljret is todis~
pl.ce Obina and Japan tems, alrcady largely inuse
titere. Tais can on'y be dene by presenting a better
article tothe demlexs and cousomers at as low, or
perhaps lower priee, than now obtaing.: To do $his,
I eonceive tbét oothing chesper than 20 fo 25 cente.
pound lucally can be
sucéessfilly used., Of courss $hera is plenty of sach
tea. produced here, but very little is sold in thelocal
market, fur as 8 watter of fact, producers of snoh
tea mostly send their product to Loadon, where. its .
quality is 80 wcll kuown to the trade thut it is
sure to be sold profitably, aud there may be other
reasons for i's going thore that meed not be men-
tioned here. It will be hard, thercfore, fo indaca
them to send it on speculation to the United States.
Tea suitible for the United States will therefore
need to he bought in Loodop, aiter its cost has-
been greatly embhanced there: by maay intermedinte
expenses and ‘cherges, -and where; perhaps, its
purity or quility hasnot beeu improvei by man ipali«
tions, Aceordivgly it ia by nd means eertaing that
China and Japan toas will bs- essily - or 1 »gely
displuced ia & country wheie they ate already used
tothe extent of 85,000,000 pounds pasr annum white
Ceylon tes, notwishatanding the expenditore of large .
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aums -of money snd much advertising in the.
lass five years, has not attained the proportions of even
500,000 pounds per annum, ¥ * ¥

‘Untorfunately, the element of reciprocity of . trade
is absolutely absent between the United States and
Geylon ; for while the United States fakes nearly
$2,;500,4} worth of Ceylon products yearly, and
mostly free of duty, Geylon imports nothing diresily
from the United States, and very little judirectly,
while transportation between the two _countries is
oircuitons and expensive. a :

.- Formerly some kerosene 0il came here direct from
New York—npot much, to be sure, and never amount-
ing in value. to $100,000 per annum., Even upon this
an- impoxt duty was levied in 1885 against my profest,
Now the importof kerosene oil direet from the United
States has actually cessed, The eame is trae of
American drills, which formerly tante here in consi-
dersble duantities, -but which are nows disﬂaced,
mostly by loéally manufactured drills, which are
neither as good nor as cheap as as Pepperill drills, ¥ * #

Possibly, however, after severnl years of careful
consideration snd observation, I may state as an
opivion that Ceylon tea, worth looally free on board,
aﬁ 40 25 cents pexr pound, is probably es gocd an
ariicle. at present as can be got for the same prics
anywhere; but as a rule, that quality of tea isrob
Jargely sold. locally. Again, as the years roll by,
_Oeylon tza, to re-state the fact mildly, does not
improve jin qaality. o
-Iam informed by the largest looil shipper of tea
to' the Usited Blatts that . his advices from the
‘United -States in'ti'm:;g that the Oeylon export
prios should nok: exe 16, cents per pound, If
such j& the .case it is doubtfal if auy considerable
tew trade can bLe done between the two conutries ;
for, in my judgment, the teas sold.locally, for much
lese than-a rupee per pound, ave very. poor. ' I myself
have sampled some that wes invoiced at 18 cents
(United States money) per pound frea on.board, and
it whs nob; to.my taste, drinkable. S

\he Editor of the paper above:meniioned, remarks:—
# # . The produstion of Ceylon tea bas increased

from 4,353,000 pounds in 1835 to 84,406,064 p -auds in
- 1893-«a sruly wonderful increase—nearly twenty fold.
Uniortunately,this increase in production has been ac-
companied by a marked deteriorat on in qu.lity, for
which seversl reasous are alleged; the chief reason
being, in the opinjon of  the Uousul, the constant
oropping, whch practice soon exbausts the tea
cloments in the soil.” It may be gathered from the
report that another reason is the employment of soil
which is not well adapted to the cultivation of the tea
plant.. The inferiorisy of quality has naturally lad to
a parious decline in prices, and it is now compliined
of thst the average price of Ceylon tea at public
sales in England ia 1893 had fallen as low as nine
pence: (18 cents) , per pound, * * *

In & former attemps to esiablich a trade in Oeylon |
tess in the Uaited States, agents were appointed in.

this sity and in Obicago for the purpoie of pushing.
this trade.". The enterprise proved a failure, as might
have heen expested, becauss by this plan the whole-
sale . irade was . slighted and overlooked. In order to
suocceed, the. wholesale trade must be eniisted, by
whose ob-operation. alone ean gny new article be
stiecessfully . introduced to their wide connection among
tha retail trade. - A

4he imposition or continuanée of the proposed ex-

port duty cananot improve the export trade to the |

Uniged States, a3 the exports to Londen will obtain
the 'same- advantage as. those to New York, to that
the proposed pian .wenld simply continne things just
ag they .are now. We have no great fa‘th in the
success of this trade through the appointment of the

proposed representative in New York. As the resolu- .

tion passed st the meeting of the planters sbove
referred to reads, this representative would have to
pay the bonus of 2% per cent on Ceylon tea imp.rted

into the United Btates, via Hogland orother route®

—
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tures of

facture by
‘fairly illustrated showing ** & flugh;,’ withering room

* This refors to the abandoned bounty scheme, |

In order to tha establishment and extension of the
trade in Ceylon teas, there mwust he direct imporiation
from Oeylon. This must te followed up by a general
distribution among the wholesale trade. With the
fand obhtasived from the export daty; part of it mizht
be invested in the venture of the dirsat shipment
of g carefully wseleated oargo of Ceglon teas expressly
gathered for the United States market. The cargo,
whote expected arrival should be largely advertized
in the princial cities, should be offerel to the trade
of auction, thedate, hour and place of avetion being
widely announced on arrival. There shon'd not be
any fear but that the sale will be largely attended,
and that the competition will be keen enough to
eisure that the whole, or at least the greater pert,
of the cargo would be sold ab such fair prices as the
merits of the different Iots should comwand.

-

CEYLON TEA IN AMERICA.

Mr. Consul Morey sticks %o his Report as may be
seen from- his letter elsswhere, He i quite right
not to base bis writing on information which he
congiders interested and one-gided ; but we meant
that a Director of the loeal Cotton Mills could
probably have given him information which, when

.compared with what he got elsewhere, would have

enabled him to generalime a little' more aceurktely.
Certain we- are, &t any rate, that in respeet of oar
tea indastry, its condition and prospeets, Mr. Morey

"bas generatized in & “way to do the Colony some

injustice, He-has by no means go diséritninated ag '
to leave & fair impression on the minds ‘éf his
American’ resders,  They onght -to have been told
that the old worn-ont tes land to'which be refers”

. ia- chiefly oonfined fo a limited middle: belt, where,

cultivation - with -manure -ig

however,  liberal ‘
with tfea eovém ‘“in veéry

effecting . wonders

.old coffee iand ; while the'vast proporiion of our

higher and lower tea plantations being on virgin
land, or on land ‘that had dones yery littlé ‘in

.coffce, are as vigorous ~ and - promising ag Any

similar tea- gardens in the world,

In tbis eonnection, we may refer to ‘the tessipt
by this mail of the *25,h Avniversary’ number’
of the American Grocer, splendidly printed with vu-
merous engravingd The paper was started in 1869
and ever sinoe; with but brief interyals, weé have
studied itg pages. I this ‘Bpedial issue, the staples
of grocers—caoao (chooolate), cofive, tea and sugar-——
arethe subjects of spacial papers . well: illustrated
Qentral America ‘is referred to for illustrations of

-coffee plantations and preparation ; while some: X2

pages are devoted to * tea,” led off by &' very beautifal :
engraving of **a tea p'antatiop, Ugi, Japan,” ‘&

fine level garden on the side of river or lake, backed

by a cedar-clad mountain rangs. Then follow pio-
* Firing - Tes,”. * Sorting Tea” and
“Picking Tea” in Japan with maps on very small.
scales of Japan and China Tea distrists. , Then
comes B chapter on * Indisn Tes-and .its Mana.
Modern . Methods,” -well written and:

rolling tables, firing, handsome cocly woman piucking
leaves, sorting room, &o, There is no reference to

‘Coylon save in the statisiios. Mr. Blechynden has,”
no donbt, seen that justice was done to India;

for we. find the following adverticemént prominently

displayed in this number of the Grocer:—
Indian Tea Demonstrations—are bsing given by—

Natives of—India in costume At Grocers’ Stores Only, -

By way of Introdueing India Teas to the American .
{ Uonsumer. R, Blechynden, Commissioner Indian Tea

Assoc'ation, (Gare of L. Sutro & Co.) 105 Hudson.
Street, New York. . : e o
It is quite time that Sir Grame Elphinstone, Bart.;
and his collgague were on the spot, to -push the
claimy of Qeylon tea, o S



