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put them in a closed box until the followin 
day, •when, to my disappointment, I found the 
insects as lively as ever ! Not a single corpse 
to be seen ! Further experiments were prevented 
by the rapid putrefaction of the infusion. I t  is 
possible that the fault lay in the preparation of 
the mixture. Perhaps it is necessary to obtain 
an extract by distillation instead of infusion. 
These are points tha t should be ascertained from 
headquarters. . .

I  think i t  very probable tha t we may possess 
in Geylon many native plants or trees with 
hitherto unsuspected insecticidal properties. I am 
now engaged in making experiments in this 
direction.—Yours truly,

E. ERNEST GREEN.

AMERICAN CONSUL MOREY ON 
GEYLON TEA AND TRADE 

. GENERALLY’.
.A Colombo merchant in sending ns a copy of 

the -Shipping. <tiid Commercial L ist ot New York, 
i® .. which we find Consul Morey's, Report on 
Ceylon Tea , Trade, &o., writes “ I think Mr, 
Morey has gone too , far in dogmatizing about 
low •country teas, land in Geylon, and marked 
deterioration in quality, all of which is calculated 
to do damage to the interests of the Island, and 
will not ■ help Geylon tea .into America, The 
paragraph about American drills beirg displaced 
by. facially manufactured drills, 'neither as good 
npr as cheap as pepper ill,’ is altogether gratui­
tous; tor, the looal production is much cheaper,
I.am  Burpristd at Mr, Moray’s tone altogether,’.'. 
And so are we, because white it is the bonoden 
duty of a Consul to give s  fair and outspoken 
Report .for the benefit of bis. countrymen, it is 
equally his duty to. seek information .from those 
best qualified to giyh it to him, and surely one or 
other of the Directors of the Ooiton. Mills ought 
to have been inquired of ; while as regards our 
tea we certainly think Mr, Morey. goes a little too 
far. We quote from his Report the main portions 
as follows:—

CEYLON TEA FOR THE UNITED STATES.
By WVMorev, United . Stiles Consul at Ceylon.

In Jade, -1886, 1 reported upon tee, (he production 
of which waa thon being prosecuted es a <‘neiv Geylon 
industry.” The shipments had amounted to 4 353,000 
pounds in the previous yew, and both planters and 
exporters were anxiously c insidarimt ways and means 
for introducing their product into different oiuntries, 
especially the United.,States, In 1888 a “ Ceylon. 
Planters’ 'American Tea " Company” was formed 
Ideally,Which merged in 1891 into.au American 
company, bearing the same name, I  believe, and in­
corporated Under the laws ot Nan Jersey. Consider­
able advertising was done in the United States by the 
last-named company, but ve-y little tea was handled 
by them, and in 1893 the company went into liqui­
dation. In the meantime the Geylon Government had 
appropriated §100,000 toward making an exhibit a t 
the Worli’s, Columbian Exposition at Chicago, and it 
appears that most of that money was expended in the 
interest of Ceylon tea.. With this incentive the faeal 
shipments of tea to the United States amounted to
280.915 pounds in 1893, though about 163,000 pounds,' 
say neirly two-thirds, of that quantity w«nt to Oali- 
fornia, quite independent of any stimulus whatever 
from the World’s Fair exhibit. The total shipments 
to the United States in 1891 having been 268,554 
pounds (about the same quantity as in 1890), and only
250.915 pounds in 1893, it is plain that up to the 
present the considerable attempts that have been made 
to introduce Ceylon tea into the United States have 
met with small success, The planters, however, are

ro t dbeouraged, and at their meeting in Newara 
Eluja, [sic] on the 14thof April, they voted to ask the 
Government to continue indefinitely the export duty 
on tea of one-tenth of one cent per pound (imposed, 
in 1893 to raise foods for ths exhibition at Chicago) 
for the puapose of continuing what they ea'l “ the 
American campaign.”* * *

As hereinbefore mentioned, 'the total rhiproeht of 
Cejlou tea to all countries in 1985 was 4,353,000 
pounds, and 81,406.064 poiinis in 1893, showing the 
euormons increase in eight years of over 80,000,000 
pounds. In ihe meantime prices have so fa lan annually 
that in 1693 the average price of Ceylon tea at public 
sales in England1 was 9d (18 dents) per pound.

F it  this fall in price Severs! reasons are given. One 
authority cays the price of tea follows the price of 
silver ; ano'h'r eays plucking for quantity instead of 
quality is the cause; another says carelessness in the 
manufacture has much to do with i t ; another that 
Ceylon tea does n it keep will i . e  , it soon loses its 
fine flavour; and others say that it is actually deterior­
ating in quality.

l a m  much inclined to believe that the lart-nwhed 
cause! is the most dearly correct, for it is within my 
know edge that estates which tea or fifteen years ago- 
produ ced good tea grow nothing now worthy of that 
name.' This ia especially true of properties in the low 
country, and to a great extent of old coffee lands 
among the hills converted into le i estates. In the low 
country the soil is poor, and constant cropping soon 
exhausts the tea elements therefrom. Accordingly, 
after tea years at most, the tea product ia so very 
poor that the liquor from it resembles more a deeec-
tion from boiled herbs than from good tea.

To ketp up the quality manuring is necessary, but 
the price of tea in ISuropa (18 cents per pound) does 
not, pay (or ftriilizing; neither will lasirariug pay ia 
ths higher altitudes, though the priee of higb-grown 
tea is about 35 pir cent more than of that which is 
grown ia the low country nearer tbs sea.

Much of the upcountry tea- is grown on' hillsides, 
where, owing to the steepness of the land, most of 
the manure appliid it washed away, by the rains- 
But if the' theory of e’ectrio storms producing' 
au abun iar.ee of plant manure in th'a form of 
nitrogen is correct, the high altitude ' estates 
have a great advantage, as there is mnoh 
thunder and lightning and rain in the hills of 
Geylon nearly all the year round. Therefore high- 
grown tea may be expected to hold i's  own and keep 
ns flivor lor tomo yi ars .0 come. More especially .is 
this the case where the estates have been made on 
virgin soil in favorable localuiip.

Considering that moat low-grown teas are too .poor 
in quality for anything hut blending purposes, Some 
not being even fit for that, it follows that, as a rule, 
only high-grown Geylon tea is suitable for the Ameri­
can, market; more especially as the object is to dis- 
pl-oa China and Japan teas, already largely in use 
there. Tois can on y be done by presenting a better 
a, tide to the dealers and cousnmers at as low, or 
perhaps lower priee, than now obtains.- To do this,
I  conceive that nothing cheaper than 20 to 25 cents- 
’(United States money) per pound locally can bfl 
successfully used. Of course there is plenty of such 
tea produaed here, but very little is add in tbelocal 
market, for as a matter of fact, producers of Boob 
lea mostly send their product to London, where its 
quality is ao will kuown to the trade .that it is 
sure- to be add profitably, and there may be other 
reasons tor i;s going there that need not be men­
tioned here. It will be hard, th e n  tore, to induce 
them to send it on speculation to the United States.

Tea suit ible for the United States will therefore 
need to be bought in London, alter its cost has 
been greatly enhanced there by many intermediate 
expenses aad charges, and where, perhaps, its 
purity or quality has not been improve.! by man ipuli- 
lions. Accordingly it  is by no means certain^ that 
China and Japan teas will he easily or 1 r^ely 
displaced ia a country where they ate already used 
to the extent of 85,006,000 pounds par annum white 
Ceylon tea, notwithstanding the expenditure of large -
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Mima of none; and much advertising in the 
last five years, has net attained the proportions of even
500,000 pounds per annum. * * *

UnlortuDately, the element of reciprocity o f. trade 
is absolutely absent between the United States and 
Ceylon; tor while the United States tabes nearly 
$2,500,000 worth of Ceylon products yearly, and 
mostly free of duty, Ceylon imports nothing directly 
from the United States, and very little indirectly, 
while transportation between the two .countries is 
eixcaitona. and expensive.

Formerly some kerosene oil came here direct from 
New York—not much, to be sure, and never amount­
ing in value to $100,000 per annum..  Even upon this 
an - import duty was levied in 1885 against my protest. 
Npw the importof kerosene oil direet from the United 
States has actually cessed. T h e  same is true of 
American drills, which formerly dame here in consi­
derable quantities, hut which are no* displaced, 
mostly by locally manufactured drills, which are 
neither os good nor as cheap as as PepperilL drills. * * * 

Possibly, however, after several years of careful 
consideration and observation, 1 may state as an 
opinion that Ceylon tea, worth looally free on board, 
20 to 25 cents per pound, is probably as good an 
article at present as can be got for the same pries 
anywhere; but as a rule, that quality of tea is rot 
largely sold locally. Again, as the years roll by, 
Ceylon tea, to re-state the fact mildly, does not 
improve .in quality.

-f .am informed by the largest loo vl shipper of tea 
to the United Stats s that his advices from the 
United States intimate that the Ceylon export 
prioe should . not exceed 15, cents per pound. If 
such is the case it is doubtful if auy considerable 
tea trade can be done between the two countries; 
for, in my judgment, the teas sold, locally, for much 
lese than-a rupee per pound, are very poor. 1 myself 
have sampled some that was invoiced, at 18 cents 
(United States.money) per pound, frea on board, and 
it-was not, to. my taste, drinkable.
The Editor of the paper above-mentioned, remarks;— 

* * * : The production of Ceylon tea has increased 
from 4,353,000 pounds in 1835 to 84,406,064. puuds in
i893-*-atruly wonderful increase—nearly twenty foldi 
Unfortunately,this increase in production has been ac­
companied by a marked deteriorat on in qu.lt sj, for 
Which several reasons are alleged; the chief reason 
being, in the opinion of the Consul, the constant 
cropping, wh eb practice soon exhausts the tea 
elements in the soil. It may be gathered from the 
report that another reason is the employment of soil 
which is not well adapted to the cultivation of the tea 
plant, Tim inferiority of quality has naturally led to 
a Sirious decline in prices, and it is now complained 
of that the average price of Ceyion tea at public 
sales in England iu 1893 had fallen as. low as nine 
pence (18 cents), per pound. * * *

Jn a former attempt to establish a  trade in Ceylon 
teas in the United States, agents were appointed iu 
this eity and in Ohmago for the purpose of pushing, 
this trade. The enterprise proved a failure, as might 
have been expected, because by this plan the whole­
sale trade, was slighted and overlooked. In order to 
Buoeeed, the, wholesale trade must be enlisted, by 
whose ob-operation alone ean any. new article be 
successfully introduced to their wide connection among 
the retail trade.
- The imposition or continuance of the proposed ex­

port duty cannot improve the export trade to the 
United States, as the exports to London will obtain 
the^same* advantage as. those to New York, »o that 
the proposed plan would simply continue things just 
as they,are now. W e  have no great fa:th iu the 
success of this trade through the appointment of the 
proposed representative in New York. As the resolu- . 
tion passed at the meeting of the planters shove 
referred to reads, this representative would hive to 
pay the bonus of 2.}' percent on Ceylon tea imputed 
into the United States, via England or other route.*

*■ This refers to the abandoned bounty scheme. 
— Z'.A, . .

In order to the establishment and extension of the 
trade in Ceylon teas, there must he direct importation 
from Ceylon. This must be followed up by a general . 
distribution among the wholesale trade. With the 
fund obtained from the export duty; part of it noiyht 
be invested in the venture of the direet shipment 
of a carefully selected cargo of Ceylon teas expressly 
gathered for the United States market. The cargo, 
whose expected arrival should be largely advertised 
in the prineiai cities, should be offered to the trade 
of auction, the date, hour and place of auction being 
Widely announced on arrival. There should not he 
any fear hut that the sale will be largely attended, 
and that the competition will be keen enough to 
ensure that the whole, or at leaBt the greater port, 
of the cargo would be sold at such fair prices as the 
merits of the different lots should command.

CEYLON TEA IN AMERICA.
Mr. Consul More; sticks to his Report as may be 

seen from -his letter elsewhere. Be is quite right 
not to base bis writing on information which he 
considers interested and one-sided ; but .we ipeant 
that a Director of the local Cotton Mills could 
probably have given him information which, when 
compared with what he got elsewhere, would have 
enabled him to generalize a little more accurately. 
Certain we are, at an; rate, that in respect ofour 
tea industry, its condition and prospects, Mr.' MOrey 
has generalized in a way to do the Colon; some 
injuefcioe. He-has by no means so'discriminated as 
to leave a fair impression on the mind a of hiB 
American1 readers. They ought to have ffeen told 
that the old Worn-out tea land to which be refers'

; is ehiefiy confined to a limited middle* belt, where, 
however, liberal cultivation with manure id 
effecting wonders with tea even iff very 
old coffee land ; while the vast proportion <of Our 
higher and lower tea plantations being on virgin 
land, or on land that had- dene very little In  
coffee, are as vigorous and promising as ftny 
similar tea-gardens in the world.

In this connection, we may refer to the receipt ’ 
by this mall of the •* 25,h Anniversary" number' 
of the American G rocer, Bpiendidly printed with nn- 
merons engravings. The paper was started in <1869; 
and ever since; with but brief intervals, we have 
studied its pages. ' Iu this special issue, the staples 
of grocers—caoao (chocolate), coffee, tea and sugar— ; 
are the subjects of special papers well illustrated 
Central America is referred to for illustrations of 
coffte plantations and preparation ; white Borne 12 
pages are devoted to “ tea," led off by a very beautiful 
engraving of a tea p'antatioD, Ugi, Japan," a 
fine level garden on the side of river or lake, backed 
by a cedar-clad mountain range. Then follow ; pic­
tures of “ Firing Tqa,".‘‘Sorting Tfea.” and 
“ Picking Tea” in Japan with maps on very 'small 
scaleB of Japan and China Tea districts,, t te n  
comes a chapter on “ Indian Tea-and .its Manu­
facture by Modem , Methods," well written and 
fairly illustrated showing “ a flush,” withering room 
rolling tables, firing, handsome cool; woman plucking 
leaves, sorting room, &c. There is no reference to 
Ceyion save in the statistics. Mr. Bleohynden has, 
no doubt, seen that justice was done to India; 
for we find the following advertisement prominently 
displayed in this number of the G ro cer: —

Indian Tea, Demonstrations—Are being given by— 
Natives of—India in costume At Grocers' Stores Only, 
By way of Introducing India Teas to  the American - 
Consumer, R. Blechynden, Commissioner Indian Tea 
Assoc'atien, (Gate of L. Sutro & Co.) 105 Hudson- 
Street, New xork. ■
It is quite time that Sir Grsome Elpbinstone, Bart., 
and fats colleague were on the spoti to push the 
claims of Ceylon tea,


