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are_resident. in. the Usited Kingdom, and ecan te
rendily got to join for the purpese of pushing their

interegte. In Ceylon also the Government takez a
more sviive and wigely benevolent interest in the |

indng:r-y. . . e
While the hosours of prompt action must thus be

given to Ceylon, the rawlis of the exhibits of British
tess at Chicago have been satisfacétory alike to Ueylon.
and to India, Indeed, the Kust India pavilion
formed one of the festyres of the World's Show.

In this imposieg buildipg, draped with the rich

textures of the East, a staff of Indian servants

distribnted little.pota of tea to all comers, for a time |

free of charge. Dainty cups, sugar bowls, and cream
in small jugs were placcd In readiness on the tahles.

By degrees the crowd of visitors became 50 unmanage- |

able that, it was found necersary to charge & price,

which gradually roseto a shillivg & pot, as theonly |

meang of keeping the d.maud within limits.

The result. bes been to bring Xodien teas for the
first time within the knowledge of the Awmerican
sonsumer, "Next to Great Britain the Uniled States
sre the lsrgest tea purchases id the world. But un-
fortunately the 90 million Pounds which they take
aro almest entire'y obtained from China and Japan.
Indeed the American taste fox tea has been formed
upon the coarse leaf of those countriee, and the fine

flavoured India and Ceylon teas were a new revelation |
y have bcen siarted on a very small scals, and to -

to most of the visitors at Chiosgo. Over seventy
“swards of merit or honours were carried. off by Iudian
plantations, and before the slose of the Hxhibition
1,500, Americun tea firms had stocked Indian teas.
The Indian Tea Association determin-d to make the
most, of the gpening thus obtained. It has arranged
to advertise aud display’ Indian teas at the varioas
food shows, which form a featnre in paris of the
United States during the coming winter and spring
with a.stsff of Indian servants at each. Until the
show season begins, the Ivdian servants in their pic-
toresrgue costumes are lent to . leading Amerioan tea
firms, beiog moved on from store to store and from

city tocity as required., The Usylon planters have been '

even more enargetio. They won astill larger weasare
of sugcess, and have opened & central permanent depdy
for Ceylon §:a8ip Chicago itself, .

Fortunately the interests of India and Ceylon are |

in this matter identical. It is the interest of the
British tea planteras against the Obinese tea grower.
The:amount of British capital invested in tea plaata-

tions is about 20 millions sterling. The contest jis |

for-the larges: tea market in_ the world next to
Great ;Britain, The trade in Britiah teas bas hitherto
followed the flag. Can it now establish itseif on &
great soale in countries outside the British Empire.

o

‘ ECHOES OF SCIENCE.

Professor McAdie-states that an average thunder-.
clond contains about 8C0 horse-power of electric
encrgy. A Rash of lightning a quarter of a mite long
practically means an electromotive force of millions
of voits, A flash ocours when the elecirical strainon
the sir is 1.37 pounds per square foot, so that the
tota} 8léctric energy in o cnbic mile of the strained
air juyt on the point of fisshing is abont 70 mill:on

foot-tons, that is to say, the energy required (o raise |

a ton 70. million feet high. Inthese days of ¢ trans.
formexs”’. and * hoaiesmade lightning,” Mr. MoAdie,
as others have done befors him,asks whether wecan
uge this immense store of electricity in the higher
atmosphere: . It might be broaght down by a moditica-
tion of Franklin’s kite, Professcr Trowbridge shows.
that a. discharge keeps in the same path for 300-1000-
pari of a second, and imsgines that a * step-dows’’
transformer might be able fo render it fit for the

gervice of man.—@Flobe.
Japanese Lasous Ror GavureMarA.—Ib is reported
from Gautemala that President Barrios has sent
M, Laugier as special emigration agent to Yoko-
hama, with instructions to -dontrast for 10,000

Japaness Iabourers for six years, to work on the |

Gautemala coffee plantations,—Siam Observer,

_—nevertheless, we read :—

VARIOUS PLANTING NOTES.

Price oF Coconurs.~—~We draw attention to
the note appended fo a .-letter elsewhere, (see page
245) giving the approximate value of coconuts per
thougand since 1840 for each decade .and at the pre-
sent time. It will be obaerved that there has heen a
steady advance, :until. the price hags mora than
doubled inthe past fitty yoars, that is in loeal
ourrency. At the game time coconut oil in Earope
is by no meana so high. as it was—in the time
of the Crimean. war for instance.

#Krw BunLeriN.”—The June isue of the Bulletin
of Miscellaneous Information from the Royal °
Gardens, Kew, contains, as usual, several important
papers devoted to the following sabjecis : *'Freat-

| ment of Diseased Sugar-canes in the West Indies,”

**The Citren in Commerce,” “ New Orchids, Decade
9,” ‘¢ Cold-Storage of Fruit,” “ Sisal Hemp at
the Bahamas, and Gambia Pagns, or Native Cloths.”
Last, but not least, are the “Miscellaneous Notes,”
which are intercsting to gensral- &g well as to
seientifio or technical readers,— Gardeners’ Chronicle,

Corrzu Pravtme. in the Caucasus sppears to

have prospered amaz'ngly i its early “infaney.:

- A tobacco grower -in the Kusban disirict. lass

year sowed four grains ef Mocha ocuffes which
he had procured from Poti, where it had failed
to realise expectations. Two grains died, but the

. other two gave eight hundred berries. Théesa

eight hundred being planted out have prodaced

. peven hundred fine healihy bushes, - from which

an excellent little orop is expected ghortly,—
Madras Times.

Corree Pranrize By Marave.—Forty-one ap.
plications for oustomary land were received in
June by the. District Officer, Ulu Langat; most

- of these profess to be for coffea planting, Mr. Ald.

worth however eonfesses that he has bat little
faith in coffee planted by Malays. . The Malay
coffee gardens at Kiang are very poor compared -
to the Japanese-owned girdens, but the Malay
gardeng. in Ulu Langat are still less- cared for
than those in Klang, Of -oourss- there are a few. -
noteworthy exceptions in which Malays: do their
best to ocultivate coffee, but these are few and-far
between, and are generally men who have a

1 little capital,—Pinang Guzette,

“ Srrone PosrrroN or Quivixe* is the head- .
ing of an editorial in thelatest New Yotk Drug
Reporter ; “ not for many months hey gquinine
occupied so pfropg -a pogition as it dces at the
present. time ; the price in London iz advanciag ™

The stock of guinine in TLondon. must nob be
overlooked as a factor in the situation. It im large, -
but & good deal of it is said to be old, lacking in .
the -water of crystallization, though suitable for
making into pills. Some pill-makers, however, claim

- tha$ they cannot use quinine when in this state as it

will not work up well in their mass. Be that as ik
may; the mere fact that it is still in the old cases
would deter many. dealers here from purchasing it, -
So, holders of old quinine may find tromble in
realiz'ng : how about yery old bark, puch ag has .
‘been kept in a Colombo store for several yearse—.

~ does it deteriorate ?—The paper already gquoted, -

ghows that in Amsierdam, quinine has risen per
unit from 3-95 (Dutch cents), in January 1894 fo -
450 in. July.—With the soarcity of produce to -
freight steamers, the precent. should ba a good -
time for getting rid of any cinchona bark stosks -
in Colompbo it the price. ie likely to improve furthey
in Europs, ‘



