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the aroma. Perhaps some Nilgiri planter found this 
oat ages ago, and in the endeavour to develop Ihe 
aroma tile planters burn their tea.

“ Mention is then m*de of the cold water system- 
I wish it had been stated whether this is Mr. Ban­
ter'* “ spray of cold water " On the rolled' leaf. 1 
remember that in 1881 a planter watered all his rolled 
leaf—n o ta  “ spray ” but buckets fall, I think the 
idea is very old. 1  don't know its original disco­
verer. I  have m»de very good tea from slight’y 
over-withered leaf by miring in a pailful of water 
through three maunds of rolled leaf; there is al/o 
a “ Gold System ” of manufa- tare: it is a very
food system bat you waut re illy good, fine leaf.

was asking a planter once whether be bad hejrd 
of a certain firm whs spent 13 lakhs in starting a 
plant of Gold System Machinery, and he said, *' Ye* ; 
and although it filled there was a good deal iu 
it.” I  don't think the Cold System will make o oar si 
acrid tea.”-  S . o f  Ind ia , Observer.

-------------------------
IS COFFEE DRINKING ON THE INCREASE?

Certainly there is nothing in the Customs returns 
to indicate that coffee is increasing in favour, but 
the number of coffee drinking resorts is certainly on 
the increase. People sip coffee- and at some eafds 
they know how to make it. With tea it is otherwise. 
The abomination served out and called tea in nine 
out of every ten of the shops or bars where it is sold 
is totally unlike anything but medicine, and nnless 
more care is taken m the use of tea in the pot a. 
reaction will set in. It is not surprising that medicine 
men condemn tea-drinking as it is known at present. 
The only wonder is that the consumer does not 
protect himself again t the stuff he is served with 
and abandon tea drinking. In many private houses 
it is much the same as at the public places. Planters 
take trouble, dealers blend judiciously, and grocers 
supply tea of good flavour, merely that some-ignorant 
and careless user of tea may make a stew of it, and 
spread the idea that tea is a form of irritant poison 
rather than a refreshing and invigorating drink.—
E .  an d  G. M a il.

COFFEE AND T E A : THE EASTERN PRO­
DUCE AND ESTATES COMPANY.

The following is an extended report of the 
principal speakers’ remarks at the annual meeting 
recently held iu London:—

The C h a ir m a n  said: Gentlemen, iu rising to pro­
pose >he adoption of the report 1  really have very 
little to say, but I  think it is right to claim your 
congratulations upon what the directors consider is 
the best report we have yet presented to yon; 
indeed, there is almost a monotony about our busi­
ness, for so far each year has been better than 
the previous one and has shown a great improve­
ment in the position of the company. We hope 
that this may continue and that, as years go on, 
our profits w 11 shjw as large an increase as they 
have in the past year. If you will look at the 
report before you, you Will see that our net profit, after 
satisfying interest on debentures, daring the year 
own under notice is nealy double what it was in 
the previous year, and that 1b in the face of a 
foil in the price of tea to 8d. per pound. I  must 
confess that if, six years ago, we, your board, had 
been told that the price would fall from some­
thing like Is. to 8|d., we should almost have de­
spaired of ever dnug any good, murh le s of bring­
ing about the results that we are row able to p ace 
before you. The.e have b on obtained through ths 
great care which has been exercised bn the other 
side, and I  may te’l you that our only iastruetkn* 
to our managers there aie, “ quantity if you will, 
but above all things qu»lity.” (Applause.) I  must say 
that, in that we have been well supported by Our 
men there. We are repre -anted, an you know, by a 
very able man in Mr. Storey, sh i in thtss days, when 
the idea prevails that ifi the Erst everything is ho

prosperous, it may not be out of place to say that the 
officials of this company deserve jour warmest ttanks. 
They work well, intelligently and z ahusly. (Ap- 
plau e )1 think it is doe that that should ccme from 
this side of the table, so tbaiyou may join' us in, a-id 
they may read of, this appreciation of their efforts. 
(Hear, hear.) If you will- turn to the accounts 1 r a 
moment I  will not trouble you by going through 
each item, but I  will take the assets, and first 
briefly refer to them. You win see that, under the 
head of outlay on tea extensions and acquisition 
of land, there is an addition of £3,733, owing to the 
purchase of some hew land for cocoa and some tea 
extensions. A little lower you will find that iu our 
estates reserve account and realisation and r. coveriea 
tfiere is a reduction of £5,427, and on. the (fiber hai d, 
down lower, there is the item of coast advanci b o u * -  
s'acding, £2,312 18s 3d, which rerhaf's you may like to 
know are advances ma-’e f. r  ptQcnrfrg labour. 
Another item I would direct your attention to is 
produce on hand, £20,609; I may tell you that that 
hap nearly ail-been realised at good prices since the 
date of there accounts; The large item of sundry 
debtors—£22,220—consists of amounts due irpm loo­
kers and others, .and is ail money of a goad and liquid 
character. Iuveaiments, representing £11,869 16?. 
are entirely in India three per cents, standing at a pries 

. lower than that at present ruling, ‘ and we oon-ider 
that is a grol investment for the moment. Yen may, 
perhaps, ask why the cash on deposit was so
1-rge on December 31st as £22.940. f t you l<ok on tie 
other eide yon will see we hai e to dispert e £ 20,000 if 
this repori is a lopte 1. T do not thiukthere is anything 
fur her whioh I  need al ude to, except that we notify 
here that “the directors have the satisfaction to inform 
the shareholders that they have succeeds 1 in renewing 
the debentures of the compin.y for aflutter period 
of three years. (Applause.) Th«se debentures would 
have matured on December 31st next. You are all 
aware that debentures are in a very few bends, and 
are powerfully held, and that the ilebenlure-holders 
are also largely interested in the concern as share­
holder?, We hope that at some future dite they 
may meet us, as they have met us in tjiie present in­
stance, not only in the renewal of those debenture*, 
but pcsfibly in BQtne ameliora'iou qf the terms of 
interest, seeing how good the security is. (Ifiar, 
hear ) 1 can only say we feel satisfied that, realis­
ing as they do that we aye all in the same teat, 
they will tee that every saving they can give to 
the company is a  saving also lo the debentu-e- 
holders themselves. I will ask Mr. Cameron, our 
managing director,, to, second this resolution, and 1 
have the mote pleasure in doing so because, if 
there is one of b.e children, or i t  may be his only 
child, in which be takes a deep and sincere interest 
it is the Eastern Produce and Estates Company. 
(Applause) 1 will now formally move—“ That the 
report ot the directors dated April 12th, 1894. be, re- 
c-ived and adopted, and that a dividend at the rate 
of 5 per cent per annum on the capital paid on .the 
preferred shares, and a t the rate of 3 per cent per 
annum on the ord nary shares, for the year ending 
December 31st, 1893, be declared and made payable On 
May 2ud." When Mr. Cameron has sec riled that I  
shall he happy to answer auy question that may be 
put. (Applause.

Mr. R a l p h  A. C a m e r o n , the managing d i r .  etor, in 
seconding the rtsolution, said: In respouse to the 
suggestion of the chairman, I have a few remarks '0 
make cn points wh ch f  think deeervi ig of altenlion. 
and first of all I  would speak regarding the la nled 
property, which of course we must all admit is the 
most important, in feet the ail-importaut item in 
in our account?, Jjec.nse every king hinges in  the 
ch .rucu r  of that asset If j on lake into account that, 
alter adding ah we have spent on improvements add 
extensions in Hie last six year-, and after deducting rel­
ocations and the debentures sinking-fund, ths amount 
of the landed property account now stands at £15,060 
lees than it did in 1888, whilst I  feel I  am well within, 
the mark in Baying that the estate's have doubledin value 
Within that time—I think you will *11 admit that this is
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a very satisfactory state of things. This improvement 
in valae has come about by the extensions ond de­
velopments which have been carried on Irom joar to 
year, the profitable result of which iB shown by the 
fast that, whereas in 1888 the crop of tea was 
98G,0001b.. and the profit amounted to £12,000, in 
the present accounts the <rop recorded is 2,638,0001b. 
of tea, giving a profit of £30,000. (Applauie.) 1 think 
that is very good evidencc.of the improvement that 
has taken place. Farther than that, 1 do sot thick 
the whole of the. improvement in value which we 
may expect has yet come about, because there are 
abont two thousand acres of tea still more or less 
immature, and we may reasona' ly look for a further 
improvement as they leocme lully developed. With 
regard to the price of tea, no doubt 8§<1 is a low price, 
and we shall like to see it higher; but it is a matter 
ef satisfaction to us that, while the price this year 
is nearly a penny less than last year, the cost of cultiva­
tion has decreased to a larger extent, so that we have 
really made more profit per pound of tea than we did in 
tie previous 3 ear, notwithstanding the fall in price. And 
that is not nceounteil for tn any great extent by a lower 
rate of exchange; it is due almost entirely to a greater 
production p.r acre, which makes the cost - per 
pound less, and olro to greater efiioiency and economy 
ia management. This result is obtained, too, after 
writing more than £3,000 off the cost of buildings and 
machinery, which is equal to a halfpenny per pound 
of tea produced.* That heavy oharge will continue 
for about .two years more, but after that time the 
amount will fall considerably. Our machinery and 
buddings are practically completed,-and we write them 
off in a very drastic way for the sake of the iuture 
so that we shall ht realtor get the benefit to be 
derived by pursuing this policy. With regard to the 
debei'tnies, I have nothing to and to what the chairman 
said, beyond this. I think'it is a matter ot satisfaction 
that we were able to oarry out their renewal by friendly 
negotiation with tbs bold err, for the mutual interest of 
all parties, and that it cost ns nothing in commission or 
brokerage. (Hear, hear.) I  throughly agree with what 
fell from cur chairman as to the services of our staff. 
We are indebted to them bothin Ceylon and at heme 
for what they have done daring the past year in bring­
ing things to the point at which we see them. A great 
deal depends npon them, and I  feel it a satisfaction to 
take this opportunity of recording our appieoiation of 
their services. (Applause.)

The resolution was carried unanimously.
The C h a ir m a n  next moved that-Messrs.C.8 . Smith 

and B. Wahab, the ret ting direstors, be reappointed, 
Mr Smith, be said, knew every aereof their property 
in Ceylon and every man employed there, so that he 
was very valuable to the company. Mr. Wahab brought 
to the board very great experience of Eastern matters.

The motion was seconded by Mr. D, Beid and 
carried.

Mr. W e l t On  sa d that the eonnexirnbe kad with 
the foundation of the company was not so well known 
to the gencrtl body of shareholders as to himself, 
but he thought lie might (airly congratulate all con­
cerned on the happy issue of the terms that were ar­
ranged at that time. Tho f roepeet s held out as to the 
future of the company had bten more than fulfilled, 
a 'd  bo might say that the greet interests that he re­
presented in the matter were thoroughly satisfied 
with all that had been done. Mr. Cameron had taken 
an important p*rt in the conduct of the company, 
and he (the speaker) felt that semetbing more than a 
mere acknowledgment of the srrvices of that gentle­
man was due. lie therefore moved— u That the sum 
of £230 additional remuneration be paid to Mr. B. A. 
Cameron, as managing director of the company, tor 
the year 1894, aud in future years Until further order. 
(Applause.)

Mr- M a l c o l m  seconded the resolution in a few well- 
chosen words, and Mr. Kojiehts beart'ly supposed the 
proposal, testifying as we*l as to the ability ef Mr. 
Catgeron as managing director, and to the uui.'orm 
kindxtesB and courtesy he had always received at the 
bands of that gentleman when seeking infoimition 
wSh reference to the affairs of the company.

The resolution whb carried with acclamation, and 
Mr. C a m e r o n  bib f ly  replied, lemarkiog that it was 
pleasant to m guess the confidence of those for whom 
one was woi king, and that tfe vo1 e just passed would 
be an incentive to him to continue to do his best in 
furthering the in t rests of tbe company.------ — ---- ♦ ----- --— -

YABIOTJS AGRICULTURAL NOTES.
Tea Manufacture,—T he whole question of tea 

manufacture is now being argued both in the North 
and Ceylon in planting journals, and if tbe cor­
respondence only continues as briskly as it has 
begun, the Etudent o f the literature on the 
rsubjeot, should obiain some “ tips ” of use. 
N o m  the many different systems advocated.—M yirt 

. N e w s .
Liefrxan Coffee,—Someone is trying to boom 

Liberian Coffee in Ceylon now. Thera is cer­
tainly money and perhaps a fortune in it, if 
judiciously planted, it is said, and specimen 
berries ate being sent round to tbe local press 
to show what ca n  be done. Liberian Coffee has 
certainly sometimes proved a success where 
Arabica has failed, in some parts of the Straits 
for instance— P in a n g  G azette.

C o conut  Ctu.t u .rb and Leg isl a t io n .—Our 
correspondent "Proprietor” while arguing as to 
the need of legislation in reference to the extir­
pation of beetles and especially the red beetle 
(Bandap6nuws), enemy of the coconut palm, dies 
not see how it is practicable to prevent the over­
crowding of palms end ether fiuit trees in native 
gardens. He asks if a yowg clearing should be 
interfered with. Now, our idea is to allow a 
wide latitude in the defiuition of what is overcrowd­
ing. Where there is a reasonable proepeot of 
trees bearing fiuit, we would not intrude and 
seldom or never is a young clearing begun without 
such prospect.—It is afterwards the mischief is 
done through the owner sticking in a tree here 
and a plant there until he has added 50 to ICO 
per cent to the original clearing. ■ We had in view 
native gardens so overcrowded that it is almost 
impossible for any single tree to bear fruit, and 
we would, in siuh case1, have a headman or 
Agricultural Instructor, with a email jury of the 
villagers to decide what should be done, to enable 
Bueb gardens to bring forth fiu.t in due season.

1 Agbicultubal Teaching in the E lementary 
Schools of Jamaios, seems to ba going ahead. 
We read in an exchange;—

If the 90/00 children on our school registers have 
their eyes directed to lessons from tho plant life 
around them, and are taught to see, the adult 
peasant mind of a new generation will, not in a 
merely appreciable degree, but by many degrees 
be far in advance of tbe present. From the very 
nature of the case there will on the part of the 
foremost be a demand for further advances in agri­
cultural education. Young teachers have for years 
been getting instruction on physics, chemistry, 
physiology and botany on tbe same lines as their 

. English and American brethren, and the application 
of these to agriculture- has also been introduced, 
and is now in force. The Code shows that they 
are required to know “ the principles influencing 
the supply of plant food in the soil, the necessity 
for cultivation, and the circumstances making 
tillage more or less effective; the principles in- 

■ flnencing the more or less perfect supply of plant 
food ; manures as supplementary sources of plant 
food; the principles regulating the growth of crops, 
and the variations in their yield and quality.” 
These things spread out in the simple lessons 

* that may be given to children of twelve to fourteen 
years, as has been done in the rural schools of 
England under the guiding influence of Tanner and 
others, are sf the essence of all agricultural edu­
cation and cannot fail to work out a revolution in 
the habit of the peasant mind. .  > ■ • ■


