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the aroma. Perhaps some Nilgiri planter found this
out ages age, and io the endeavour to develop ihe
aroma the plantors burn their tea.

“ Mention is then made of the cold water system.
I wish it had been stated whether this is Mr. Bam-
ber’a * gpray of cold water” pn the rolled leaf. I
remember that in 1881 a planter watered all his rolled
lenf—rnot a* epray” but buckets full, I thinvk the
idea is very old. I don’t know its original disco-
veref. I have mide very good tea from elight'y
over-withered leaf by mixiog in a pailful of water
through three meaunds of rolled leaf; there is alio
a “ Qold System” of manufa tuce: it 22 a wvery

ood system but you want re:lly good, fine leaf.
f was asking a p'anter once whether he bad heird

of o certain firm whe spent 13 lakhs in starting a

plant of Oold System Machinery, and he said, ¢ Yex: |

and slthough it fiiled there was a good <ceal ium
it,” I don't think the Conld System will make coars?
acrid tea.’~ 8. of Iadia Observer.

o
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IS COFFEE DRINKING ON THE INCREASE?

Certainly there is nothing in the Customs refurns
to indicate that coffee is increasing in favour, but
the number of coffee drinking resorts is certainly on
‘the increase. People sip cofiee. and at some cafés
they know how to make it. With tea it is otherwise.
The abomination served out and called tea in nine
out of every ten of tho shops or bars where it is sold
is totally ublike a.nyt.hin% but medicine, and nnless
more care is taken 1 the use of tea in the
reaction will set in. It is not surprising that medicine
men condemn tea-drinking as it is known at present.
The only wonder is that the consomer does not
protect himself again t the stnff he is served with
and abandon tea drinking. In many private houses
it is much the same as atthe public places. Planters
take trouble. dealers blend judiciously, and grocers
supply tea of good flavour, merely that some-ignorant
and careless user of tea may makea stew of it, and
spread the idea that tea is a form of iriitant poison
rather than a refreshing and invigorating drink.—
H. and C. Mail.

>
COFFEE AND TEA: THE EASTERN PRO-
DUCE AND ESTATES COMPANY.

The following is an extended report of the
principal speakers’ remarks at the annual meeting
recently held in London:— .

The OmaisMaN said: Gentlemen, ia rising to pro-
pose the adoption of the report 1 really have very
little to say, but I think it iz right to claim your
congratulations upon what the directors consider is
the best report we have yet presented to you;
indeed, there is almost a monotony about our busi-
ne-s, for 8o far each year has been better than
the previous one and has shown a great improve-
ment in the position of the company. We hope
that this may continue and that, as years go on,
our profits wll sh,w as large an increase as they
have in the past year. If you will look at the
report before you, you will see that our net profit. after

satisfying interest on debentures, during the year.

own under notice iz nealy double what it was in
the previous year, and that is in the face of a
fall in the price of tea to 8d. per pound. I must
confess that 1f, six years ago, we, your board, had
béen told thut the price would fall from some-
thing lise 1s. to 81d, we should almost have de-
spaired of ever dumg any gosd, mu:h le s of bring-
ing about the results that we arerow able to p ase
belere yov. The.e have b en obtained through the
great care which has bteen exercised on the other
side, and I may te'l you that our osly instructicns
t0 our wmanagers there aie, * quuntity if lyou‘ will,
bat above all things qu+lity.” (Applause.)

that in thaf we have been well supp.ried by our
men thera, We are repre:ented, as you kuow, by a
Very ablo msn in Mr, Sturey, +iit in thess days, when
the ides prevails thay in the st everything is bo

of &,

| put.

mustcay

prosperoeus, it may nct be out of place to say thatthe
officials of this company dererve your warmest thanks,
They work well, intellizently and z alously. “(Ayp-
plau €)1 thivk jtis due that that should ccme from
this side of the tahle, 5o that you may join- us in; and
they may read of, this appreciation of their effaxts.
{Hear, hear.) If you will. turn to the accounts f.ra
moment I will not tronble you by going through
each item, but I wiil take the assets, and first -
briefly refer to them. You will see that, under the
head of outlay on tea extensions and aequisition
of land, there is an addition of £8,783, owing to the
purchase of some new land for cocoa and some tes
extessions. A little lower you wiil fiud thay in our
estates reserve sccount snd realisation and r. coveries
there is a reduction of £5,427, and on. the gthe: hat d,
down lower, there ia the item of cvast adeancis o~
s'arding, £2,312 185 34, which yerha;s you may like to

.know are advarces ma“’e f r procurirg latour.

Auother item I would direct your attention to is
produce on hand, £20,609; I msy tell you that that
has nenrly alf been realiced at good prices siuce the
date of there accounts. The large item of sunrdry
debtors—-£22,220--cnpsists of amoun!s dae irem hio-
kers gnd others, and is all money of a gond and liquid
character. Inves!ments, represcnting £11,869 162,
are entirely iv India three rer cents, standing at a prics

.lower than that a% precent ruling, and we dontider

shat isa grod investment for the moment. Ycn muar,
perhaps, ask why the cash on depcsit wae s0
l-rge on December 31stas £22.940. [ youlrok on tlte

_other vide youwill see we base to disperie £20,000if

this report isaloptel. T dornot thinkthere isanything
fur her which I need al ude to, exeept that we nefiiy
here that *“the directors have the satistaction to inform
the shareholders that they bave succesde in renewing
the debentures of the compiny for a furtter period
of threa yeara, '(Applause.) These debentures would
have matured on December 3lst next. You are all
aware that dehontures are in a very few hands, and
are powerfully held, snd that the debenture-holders
are also lo{gﬂl) ivterested in the concern as share-
holders, We hope that at some futre dite they
may mect us, as they have wet us in the preseut in-
stance, not only in the remewal of fhose d:=Hentarer,
but pessibly in some amelioration of the terms of
interest, seeing bow good the sacurity. is. (Hcar,
hear.) [ can only ssy we_ feel satisfied that, realis-
ing as they do that we #re all in the same Loat,
they will :ee that every saving they can give to
the company is & saving also to the .debenture-
holders themselves, I will ask Mr. Camerop, our

. mexiaging director, to, eecond this resclution, and I

have the more pleasure in doing 80 because, if
there is ope of hie children, or it may be his only
child, in which he takes a deep and sincere interest

it is tte Ewatern Produc¢e apd Estates (ompany.

(Applause ) [ will now formally move—That -the
report ot the directors dated April 12th, 1894, be. re-
c-ived aud adopted, and that -a dividend at the rate
of 5 per cent per snoum on the capital paid on,the
preferred thares, and at the rate of 3 per ceuvt per
apnum on the ord'nary shares, for the year endirg
December 31st, 1893, be ceclared and made paysble on
May 20d.” When Mr, Oameron hss seocnled that I
+hall be happy to answer auy gunestion tha% may be
(Applanee. .

BMr. Rarpg A. CaMERoN, the managing dirceter, in
seconding the rsolution, said: In response to the
saggestion of the chairman, I bave a few remarks ‘o

" make cn poivts wh ch ¥ thivk dese:ving of attention.
and firsy of a% I would spesk regurding the la.ded

property, whicl of course we must ali admit is the
most importanf, in faet the all-importast item in

 in ouc accounte, bec.use every hing hinges (n the
" chracter of that usset. If you take inte acconpt that,

alter adding ali we have spent on improvements and
exter sicny ih the last siz yeir:, snd after dodacting res-
lisations and the debentores sivking-fund, the amount
of the lunded propersy account now -stands at £15,000
lees than it ¢id in 1888, whilst I feel I am well within.
the mark in sayiug that the estated have doubled invalue
within that time—1I think you will ell admit that this is

o
et
-



22

THE TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST,

[TuLy 2, 1894,

a very satisfactory state of things. This improvement
in valae has eccme sbout by the exteosiors end de-
velopments which have been carried on from year to
yeoar, the profitable result of which is shown by the
fact that, whereas in 1888 the crop of tea was
986,000 1b.. and the profit amounted to £12,000, in
tbe present accounts the «rop recorded is 2,638,000 ib.
of tew, giving a profit of £30;060. (Applaurte) 1 think
thet is very good evidence.ef the improvement that
has taken place. Further than that, I do pot thivk
the whole of the. improvement in valse which we
may expect has yes come about, because there are
about two thousand acres of tes etill more or less
immature, and we may reasona’ ly look for s farther
improvement as they tescme Jully devcloped, With
regard to the price of tes, uo doubt 83d is a low price,
and we shall like to see it higher; but it isa matber
«f satisfact'on to us that, while the price this yesar
is nearly a penny less than last year, the cost of cultiva-
tion has decreased to a largerextent, so that we have
reslly made more profit per pound of tea than we didin
the previgus year, notwithstanding the fall in price, Ard
that is nob nocounted for to any great extent by alower
rate of exchange ; it is doe almost entirely fo a greater
production p.r acre, which makes the cust - per
pound Jess, and airo to greatér efficiency and eaonomy
ia msnagement. This result is chtained, too, after
writing mere thau £5,000 off the costof buildirgs and
'macbinery, which is equal to a halfpenny per pound

of tea produced.’ Thar heavy charge will continue

for about two years more, but after that time the
amonnt will fall censiderably. Qur machinery and
bwldingsare practically completed, snd we write them
off in » very drastic way for the sake of the inturs
so that we shull hereaiter get the bencfit to be
derived by pursuing this policy. With regard to the
debentures, I have nothing to acd to what the chairman
8aid, beyond this, I think'it is a matter of satisfaction
that we wereable to osrry out their renewal by friendly
uegotiation with the bolcers, for the mutual interest of
al} parties,and that it cest us nothing in commission or
brokerage. (Hesr, hesr.) I throughty agree with what
fell from cur chairman as to the scrvices of our staff,
We are indebted to them beihin Ceylonand at home
for what they bave done during the past yeer in bring-
ing things to tkie point at which we ses them. A grat
deal depends upon them, snd I feel it & satisfaction to
take tbis opportunity of recording onr sppreciation of
their services. (Applause.)

The resolution was carried unapnimously.

The OHAIRMAN next moved that- Measrs.C. B. Bmith
and E. Wahab, the rcbring direotors, be resppeinted,
Mr Smith, be said, knew every sereof their property
in Ceylon and every man employed there,so thst he
was very valuable to the company. Mr, Wahab bronght
to the board very great experience of Eastern matters.

The mution was seconded by Mr. D. REID and
cerried. , . .

Mr. Wenron sa'd that the covnexicnbe had with
tke foundation of the cowpany was not sowell known
to the generzl body of sharcholders as to himeelf,
bat he thougkt he might iairly covgratulate all con-
cerned on the bappy istue of the termsthat were a--
ranged at that time. The jrospects held out as to the
future of the company had been more than fulfilled,
a'd ke might say that the grext intcrests that he re-
prescnted in the matter were thoroughly eaticfied
with all that bad been done. Mr. Canicron had taken
an important psrt io the conduct of the ecompeny,
and he (the spesker) felt that scmetbing morethan s
mere acknowledgment of the srrvices of thit gentle-
mwan was dae. He therefore moved-—%That the sum
of £250 additional remuneration be paid to Mr. R. A.
Cameron, es mauvaging director of the company, for
the year 1894, aud in future yesrs tntil further order.

(Applause.) L
Mr. Marcorm seconded the resolution in a few well-
choren words, and Mr. Roserts beart:ly suppor‘ed the
_ yproposal, tectifying as we'l as to the ability «f Mr.
" Cameron as menaging director, and to the unilorm
kindness and courtesy he had always x«ceived at the
bands of that gentlew an when seeking informntion
with reference 0 tte affairs of thé company.

-

The resolution wag carried with acelamation, and
Mr. CaneroN bricfly repiied, 1emarking that it was
pleasant to prssess tbe confidence of thore for whom
ene was working, and that the vo'e just passed would
Lte #n incentive 1o him to contipus to do his best in
furihering the int« reils of the company.
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YARIOUS AGRICULTURAL NOTES.

Tras Manuvrac¢rure.—The whele quettion of tea
manufactiure is now being argued both in the North
and Ceylon in planting journals, and if the cor-
1espondence only continues ag briskly as it has
begun, the gtudent of the literaturs on the
rsubject, ~should obiain some “ tips ' of wuse,
ll\\Tiom the many diffcrent systems advocated.—Nigiri
. News.

LiesriaN CcrreE,—Somecne is trying to boom
Liberian Coffee in Ceylon now, Thera is oer-
tainly money and perbaps a fortune in it, if
judiciously planied, it is said, and specimen
berries are beirg sent round to the loecal press
"to show what can. be done. Libcrian Coffee has
certainly sometimes proved a suecess whete
Arabica hes failed, in some parts of the Strails
for instance —Pinang Gazette.

CocoNnur CULTURE AND LEGIzLATION.—Our
correspondent ‘* Proprietor” while arguing as to
the need of legislation in reference to the extir-
paiion of beetles and tspecially the red bestle
(Kandapsnuwa), «nemy of the coconut pelm, dies
not see how i. is practicable to prevent the over-
crowding of palms snd (ther fiuit trees in pative
gardens. - He asks if a yourg clearing thould be
interfered with, Now, our 1dea is to allow a
wide latitude in the definition of what is overerowd-
ing. Where therc iz a reasonable prospeoct of
trees braring fiuit, we would not intiude and
seldom or never is & young clearing tegun without
such prospect,—It is afterwards the mischie! is
done through the owrer sticking in a tree here
and a plant there until he bas added 50 to 160 .
per cent to the criginal clearing. -'We had in view
native gardens to overcrowded that it is almost
impossible for any siogle tree to bear frnit, and
we would, in such casge’, have a hesdmsan eor
Agricultural Instructor, witha rmall jury of the
villagers to decide what shculd be done, to enable
sueh gardens to bring forth fit't in dueseason.

AGRICULTURAL TEACHING IN THE ELEMENTARY
Scmoors of Jamaios, scems to bs goiog ahead.
We read in san exchangs:—

If the 90,00 children on our school registers have
their eyes directed to lessons from the plant life
“around them, and are taught to see, the adult
peasant mind of a new generation will, not in a
merely appreciable degree. but by many degrees
be far in advance of the present. From the very
nature of the case there will on the part of the
foremost be a demand for further advances in agri-
cultural education. Young teachers have for years
been getting instruction on physics, chemistry,
%hysi'ology and botany on the same lines as their

nglish and Ameérican brethren, and the application
of these to agriculture has dlso been introduced
and is now in force. The Code shows that they
are required to know *the principles influnenecing
the supply of plant food in the soil, the necessity
for cultivation, and the circumstances making
tillage more or less effective; the ' principles in-
fluencing the more or less perfect supply of plant
food ; manures as supplementary sources of plant
food; the principles regulating the growsh of crops,
and the variations in their yield and quality.”
These things spread out jn the simple lessons
" that may be given to children of twelve to fourteen
ears, as has been done in the rural schoels of
ngland under thie guiding inflnence of Tanner and
others, are of the essence of all agricultural edun-

_ cation and capnot fail te work out a revolution im
the habit of the peasant mind, -~ . > - -



