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great advantages., If is an advertisement to the men | dealers as I believe that they are more anxiouns to

who dead id ‘he téa, XEi¥ succseded it wonld estab-
1ish & dirvet trade with America. It wonld be advis-
able previvus to sending a shipment to send a large
variety of samples to the Ameriosn dealers,and get ad-
vice a8 to the most suitable tea for their own purposes,
or to iuvite some dealer to your macket and offer him
the pick of it at % less than the market price.

Ag soon ag the dealers fiud that they can sell your
teas they will waut more than the limited monthly
bonus, allowed and you will_have an established de-
mand from the deaiers, Yon can leave them fo
push the teas when once they are kuosn.

I# yon cure to spend the balance, or possibly the
profit on the capital on advertiting it might do some
good. It you make tea of suitable character it will
make it easier for the dealers to dispose of it.

Don’'t bang your faith on the idea that yours is a
superior producs; the test of smperiority is the pre-
ference shown by the dealers.

" Get & good tea taster to haunt the anction rooms
in Naw York, to study thé sorts and kinds of tea
which are paid for at certain prices, and to aseertain
whether anything similar can be supplied trom
Ceylon. Perhaps some of your most despised districts

are actually gelling their weak teas at & low price |

which could be sold as first-class teasin America when
ongse they are known.
.The Planbers' Stores and Agenocy Co,, sent me &
Oompendium for Tea Planters, aud this gives the ex-
port fo India : T'eas for she last 36 years to each conutry-
. 'The maximum of 676,507 pounds was sent in 1882-83.

The am.unt hus steadily decreassd till in 18v2.93 it
is only 49,957 1b. 8ay that she decrease is made up
by shipments irom Loudon; this cannot be of much
benefit to the Tea Inuustry. There is only one pos-
sible way in wuich iz conld be of benefit, and that
§s in the delay of sending the tea round; it has longer
time to msture and lose some of its most objection.
able ‘properties, , :

8till the fact that our tesm hag not made more
headway on its own merits, (whethier of quality or
Jow prices,): to my mind clearly shows thas there is
some radioal defuol in it, ' _
~ In the *f Plauter ¥ the sabject of mataring tea has
been mooted and it is probably ene which wiil gain
in importance when ouce cailed to general notice.
Let us suppose that wur tea is sold and into the
" toa pot, witbin & year; it is probable that another
‘year added to its age would render it more avceptable
to the sunsumer,

This is my hobby and I always return to it
«~to euit the consumer. Can any omne teli me by

what means the dealers take sieps to suit the con- .

sumer. Undounbtedly shey do fiud out to & certam
extent; and when once they find out what teas are
prefexred they pay more for it; graduslly tnis
attrasis the attention of the Planters, wuo' by degrees
come Yround to the desired obange mn character.
But all this astrikes me as a very roand-abow: way
ot working and it is time that the planting commu:d.y
" appoiut experts to discover what can be doune in the
‘way of Suiting thecousamers of all o drkets, and to lay
down rules by which this van be dene to a certainty.
. Now that withering machives have bacomé avail-
able, the Inuisu Tea oxop 18 less ‘dependent on the
geaguns ; and it would be interesving to find out
‘whether the Brokers notice auy marked tendency
jowards more eqnal quality year by year.

- There are many tnings that require olearing up,
#nd of which we Pianters bave the most hazy notions.

How is it:that the character of Qachar and

Sylbet teas has suddenly been raised from medium to
govd ? Isit due tochange in methods, ur of manufac-
tare, o to a change in thereqairement+ of tha market P
We don’t know aud no one will srouble to teil us.

"It tvese districts attein to their Jeading piace ss
in 1875-78 the other districts will strive o folivw them,
bus withoat any disunet knowledge of the reasen
of the change. Well; iv's a8 wids subject and uoue
of us, a8 yet, vau do more thanis doce by tha Prize
essa,ists, Sud give & fow hints from what we cou-
sider to be our experience. I am going slightly

_. paaipst wy prbeiples inasking you to humous- the

make the utmost profit out of every pouud of tea

. & an_ to stimuiate consumption by supplying ood tea,

bat I urge this course ouly as & first step and in

i order to introduoce a large vuls of vour teas iuto A uerica.

In all the firms of advertisivg 1 do not res men-
tioned one very favourite device for introducin
new products, Aud that is the coupon system publich-
in severat or certain newspapers. *“‘Thys coupon will
entitle the holders to 5 ib, uf Ceylon tea, for so many
cents or dollare, apply to so and so." .

Pursonally, I think that too much fuga is made over
America, aud that Canada or any ofher temperate-to-
frigid climates would offer » better hope of success
for our comparatively strong teas in the event of vuren-
tirely refu-iug to copy China in the character ofjher teas,

I was astonished to read, in the esssy by “ Open
Sesame ” the following :——*¢ A Tumperate Nation, they
shou'd certainly be judges of good -tea, and wheie
the thick, dirty, China teas, etc., etc.” -

The epithet of “thick* applied to China tea seems
$o me contracy to ail I have heard of is, but a stili
greater mistake is the other epithet of *dirty,” it is
makiog too little of a really tormidable rival,and &
reflection on the taste of the Americans whioch they
don’t deserve. Iu Rusgia, I hear that certain China
teas still sell at very muech higher prices than we
ever obtain for even our best teas; showidg that the
Ohinese bhave succeeded in meeting the tastes ‘of their
sustomers, wh-reas we have as yet Only succesded in
supplying our customers’ warba. 18747

UNSUITABLE WUODS FOR PACKING TEA

Kandy, Sept. 20.

Drar 8Sin,—Ab the reguest of the Committee I
encioge oopy of a letter inviling attention to the
advisab.lity ol avoiding the use of unsuitable woods
for packing tea.~-I am, dear Sir, yours faithtuly,

Seqre my\

s Sl

(Oﬂfy)- . : .

Oolombo, 8rd Sept. 1894.
The Secretary, the Planters’ Assoociation, Kandy. ,

DEar 818,—We enclose a cutting of Tea Lead, sent
us by by certain friends of ours in New Zewmland,
which was takea from a packsge of a break of Tea
bought by us 1n the Local market, Y.u will notice
one (the outer) side has become disoolored aud hss
& pecul ar ana objestionable smell. Qur friends say

.they weie 8+ fearful that this smell would nffuct the

Tes, that they disposed of the teas at omes, They
express their opiuion 1n which we coacur, thas the
discolorization and smell wre cansed by the use of
unsuitsble aud unse-soned wopds for the boXxes. We
have made enquicics and find sbe packages, (there

| were wwo breaka from different estates similarly

affected) were 1n one cass imported from Cochin and
in the other loeaily made. -
Our own redullection of the packages was that they
were damp and muosty and quite un.uitable for the
pacsing ot a sensitive ariicle like tea. -
Our ovjeot in brioging this matter to your
notice is, that p.anters may, avoid the use of un-
snitab.e Cayion woods in future auna see that the
wood is dry and properly séasoned. As shippers,
we could wish Oeﬁon mede packages were never
used, a8 the construotion and woods are, as a rula
bad and uosuitable, . ' o
Japanese momi packages, on the other hand are
invariably well seasoned and constructed aud beauti-

-fully finished, stauding the roagh usage they musé

necessarily ge!, mach bester, to say noibing at greaver
apiformibty n tares. -

.The Press woatd doubtless be the best means of
sirculating this ethor, it you tbink the subject of
sufficient interest for publicati s.—We are, denr Sir,
yours faithfully, (Signe.).per pro. Bithgate Pim, &
vo., F. STREET. ) S

P.8.—We have miglaid she cutting -of lead referred
§o, but will pest you same later, (8gd.) Fi SyaesT,



