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always said I had o talon for it’ said Mrs, P. to
eome of her guests; who praised her tea~-making.
“ For my part I don’t think talons has much to
do with it. It’s stinginess generally, that makes bad
tea. If. yon use plenty, the eonfusionis sure to be
‘good.,” . . . . Meanwhile Mys. P. says, ‘¢ tihere
was such jougular feeling all the evening, and every-
body was 80 anonymous in praising her tea, that
she hopes it won’t be the laat time she shall ses her
friends heaped about 'in friendly concave.”

A BALLADE 07 5 o'c, Tea (AFTER AusTIN DomsoN.)
: ' 1

8erved in most delicate ware,—
"__Dresden or Sevres,~—Wwhere you spy
Dainty devices and rare,
Hues that enrapture the eye;
© Hands that are ghapely and white
Pour ont the fragrant Bohea,
. Beauty presides at this rite
This is your 5 ¢’clock Tea !

2
. Perched in the midst of the fair,
Magher, resplendent, yet shy,
Awkwardly shifts in hig chair,
He will gain courage by-and-bye.
Beaux go antique, rhost polite,
. Prati®e in garrulous glee,
Here in their element quite,
This i8 your 5 o’clgck Tea !

Characters melt into air,
Good reputations must die,
Think you *“ my Lady » will spare
For all that yon murmur *“Oh fy ! -
Colloguies vapid and trite, . .
_ Slandet'ous tongues running free,
Small emanstions of spite, '
This is your 5 o’cleck Teas !
EXNVOY :—Sugar and cream can excite
-Envy and malice wesee;
Satirists cry with delight—
. This is your 3 o’clock Tea !
: ' Oréhiis~F. B, DOVETON,
- 'We have got quite hardened now-a-days to hearing
not only a few nourishing, but many wishy-washy,
drinks dubbd Z%eas, such a& Beef Tea, Hot Tea,
&c.; bat it is curious to notée how very esrly
this habit began. In 1699 John Evelyn published
a little work ealled ‘“Acetaria, A Discourse of Sallets,”

and in reeipé No. 27 Ireal as follows :—* Flowers.—

Soms of them are pickled and divers of themi make

also very pleasant and wholesome T%eas, as do likewine -
Penny-Royal.— .

the wild Time, Buglosd, Mins, &ec.
Of this plant disereetly .dried, iz made a most

wholesome and excellent 7¢a.” "I was amused to see’

that eue of the above Howers, bappenisg to come at
the end of a line, was divided not into Bei-gioss-
(ox-tongune) ss it should have been, but into Bug

loss s though géod against B. flate or Norfolk—!

Howards |
- ) ) A, M. Frreuson.
¢ ’ - - . . ' i

PLANTING- 1N - NEGOMBO - DISTRICT.

. - COCONUTS. AND CINNAMON. ‘
At last we are having the monsoon raing and the
- firat half of June has been ratlier wet, 8:70 inches
_being the rainfall for the fortnight as against 6-37
“inches in the corresponding period of the previons
“year. Bat thisyear April and May logether only
gave 6-85 inches, whereds in April 1893 alone we
" had 13-44 inches followed by 8:22 inches in. May.
" During- the past two months . harvesting of cin-

namon was much hindered and retarded and as the

growth of the bushes has been very unsatisfactory,
owing to diminished rainfall since July last, The
crop of 1893-94 is likely to "be & small one.
From the same cause there. will be a general
short-fall 'in the erop of éoconuts, but it will not be
- go periops’ as in the case of cinnamon. Among
" other . advantages which the one has over the
" other the cosonut planier ocan ganerally gount on
the ceitainty of securing the orop on hig frees,

whereas the cinnamon planter is greatly dependent

on the weather for - harvesting the produce of his
* bushes. o

INDIAN PATENTS: -
. © Cslcutta, the 24¢h May 1894. "
Applications in respect of the uudermentioned in-
ventiong have . been filed, during the week ending 19th
May 1894 :— : A _
Withering or Limping Tea Leaf.—No. 150 of 1894,—
Samuel Cleland Davidgon, of Sirocco Engineering
‘Works, Belfast, freland, Merohant, for improvements
in theprecess of withering or limping tea leaf in the
course of its manufuctorsinto black tea and in appa-
ratias therefor, --Indian Engineer.

———— i
- CROWN LAND IN JAVA., .

In the Amsterdam letter (May 30th) of the-L. and
C. Eaxpress, wé read :— '

It is said that the Governmen} intends to suspend
the issue of waste grounds in Java, in order to direct
more attention to the working of the other islands
in the Archipelago. '

&

JAVA COFFEE* CROP.

AMsTERDAM, May 80.—Aeccording to a telegram from
the Governor-General of Netherlonds India, dated
May 26th the Govérnment’s coffee crop in Java is
estimated for this yesrat 306,980 piculs. Thisquantity
is shout double as much as estimated last year; and
the out-turn”of the private crop will glso be .censi.
derably more, by which the agricultural companjes
hope to regain the losses sustamed by the small crop
of 1893, From the East of Java, however, reports
are resceived that the great expectations are not full
realised, as the fruit seems to have suffered muc
from the heavy rains,—L. and C. Express. -

b

OVER-PRODUCTION:  IN REFERENCE
’ SPECIALLY, TO TEA. E
Many of the leading journsls both in Europe and

Americs have recently contained—or have reprinted

—articles relative to the above subject. , The

congsensus of opinion expressed throughout -these

is that the whole world' is suffering, and musg
continue to suffer, from the fact that the prodacing
power of the present day is, as the resmlt in-part
to the wide employment of machinery, in excess of

‘that of consumption. It is hardly necessary for us

to restate the arguments adduced to demonstrate

this fact. They must be, wa faney, patent to every-

‘one who considers-seriously the present depressed
prices of nearly every article of food or of persenal
uge; It is undoubtedly the disproportion between
“the two items mentioned, that is responsible for the
difficulties that now beset us. Population has not
‘increaged in any aorresponding ratio to the enor-
.mous increase of capacity for raising food stuffs,
Our owa leading indusiry furnishes  a strong
.illugtration in favour of this contention. Where
would our tea industry have beer, had:we -mot
-succeeded in largely ousting'{rom consumption the
teas of China? What has most aided our planters
in their struggle for existence, has no doubt caused
some trouble, and possibly distress, to the Chinese
tea-cultivatorsa and middlemen. It has ever .besen
the cage - that sucoess in one quarter. ean only
be secured by.a reduction in the prosperity of
another, . s, R

Hitherto, under the action of this invariable
law, the leading. industry of Ceylon bas attained
to & high point. The question: to be- faced
is a8 to whether the industry, so. far a
produstion is. concerned, is fast reaching - its
prescribed. mazimum. Already, as we know, there
are. not. wanting signs which ¢ he.-who: run may
s read” {hat the present demand ig more than met
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Our daily endeavour is now to obtain fresh markets.
But, since production has already ouirun the
_growth of population throughout the world, these
can only ba obtained by restricting the chance at

present enjoyed by the tea-producers of other |

nationalitiee. The guestion is now and again
asked; whether the Chinese and Japanese will ba
long content to take a subordinate place in respeat
of produects which have long enjoyed pre-eminence ?
It is when endeavouring to seek a reply to that
question that the dicta of experts come inio play.
No doubt it is to the use of machinery that the
planters of India and Oeylon largely owe their
. successful rivalry with the pioneering countries in
‘tea~growing. But there are experts who think
even now, that the day must surely come when
both China and Japan will avail themselves of this
powerful aid, and that the competition of the future
‘will exceed that of the present and of the past.
"Where would our own position in a parallel eom-
petition have been, had we to rely on the primitive
methods that have hitherto supplied the producers

.of those countries! As yet we have achieved success. .
Qould it havebeen attained, but for that very agent -
now declared to be the prime oause of the evils
The answer to this °
-question is too apparent to need demonsiration. ;
Therefore it is, that certain London experts eall
upon tis, seriously to consider how far it may :
be for our future -interestzs to exténd the area ’
They say that .

:spparent -all the world over?

now under the cuitivation of tea.
if we push this muoch beyond the present area, and

eventually deprive our ¥ar East neighbours of the

American 8nd Ruseian markets, the chances
are we chall forece the natives of China
‘Japan into the adoption of those mechanical aids
that have proved so wuseful to ourselves, and
instead of mitigating, we shall thus increase the
difficulties that we have at present to eoniend
againat, i . :

For ' sach reagons as these it may be satis-
factory to know that the prospects
outturn of tea for the present year
largely in’ excess of the quantity harvested
during 1893, All the world over—our men.
tors inform us-* there is now a demand for a res-
triction of output. Keconomic reasons are said to
.impose this. '
output is the apnually increasing area of land
under- colonial settlement brought under oultiva-
tion. : Perhaps in the distant future, increace
of population may overtake production. Bat it
must be a long time before it can do.so. Machin-
.ery, which has hitherto been looked upon as an
unmixed blezsing, has not, it is evident, aliogether
maintained that attribute, It is no use having
‘cheap_ food if the wage-earning power of normal
labour diminishes in a larger ratio than the re-
" duetion in ity price. Oeylon teas may yet hold
their place as the ¢best the world produces,’
bnt & limit in their guantily must be reached if
you ake not to overdo the capacity for "their
‘eongumption.”’

Such is the gist of representations made to us
by absent proprietora and others interested in the
prosperity of our ** tea industry” ; bnut there is
‘one factor which they have overlooked in respest of
.our competition -with China, namely, the readiness
with which the Ohinese turn their tea-gardens
into-eereal or vegetable fields. When they found,

-in .certain distriats, that- the demand for their
-4ea- among foreigners bad fallen off, we have
been assured’ on good authority, that this
. industrious and self-contained people gimply made
~up their - minds to grow that . which served
»them &s well, - -for  their own sustenance, as
“the ‘money of the loreigner. Our latest testimony

and

.of our .

sre not mouthly grant for

he diffiouliy as to restraining this -

! to this effast came from a veteran Churh
| Missionary resident many years in China, who said,
* in his district, the procese of superseding tea by
other culture, had gone very far. We dee ng
reagon why it should nof go much farther—angd
therefore it is that we have a good deal of faith in the
prograr put forth by Sir Johu Muir’s Company, to the
effect, that Indian and Oeylon tea planters have
yet altogether {o supersede the many million lb.
of inferior China-Japan teas still used by English-
speaking people. Surely, it stands to reason that
the people of North Ameriea, Australasia and
! the Mother Gountry should drink the superior teas
of India and OCeylon ? That 1result alone, it
achieved, would give us a demand for about 160
additional million of 1b. of Indo-Csylon {eas ;
while for the 70 to 80 million 1b. reguired
in Russia and 20 million more 1b. for the rest
of Rurope, all we ask,in vompetition with the
(f:lhineae; and Japanese, .is a fair field - and no
avour '

v >

A NOVEL IDEA FOR PLANTERS'
ASSOCIATIONS. :

EA0H PLANTERY ABBOCIATION TO ' HAVE AN
ExpERIMENTAL EstATE., T

In a late igsue of &  planting contemporaty pub-
lished in Caloutta, a. writer from Sougherny Igdia
advocates some rather novel ideas in. the planting
lie. In the mzin they are sound enomgh, and we
sgree with them more or less thoroughly, but we
doubt whether the Associations of Soath India would
care to go to the expeunte or trouble to earry ont the
mathods he advocates. Briefly put, he -auggesta that
each Association should subscribe enough money to

| start and keep asort of experimental estate, having

for its basis the staple cultivation of the.district, toa
or soffee, as the case might be. The * sfaple’ would
in a few yefrs, he probably able to maks the whole
estato self.smstaining, bus wuntil. then of course
the Association would. have to make. a smal}
the ‘up-keap. The remain

der of the estate would be ito fry, as the. writer
pats if, the “various fads and new. products
recommended from time to time.” Of course,
such tbiogs ehould be taken up very carefully ak
first and extended on a commercial scale only when
the soundness of. the new venture has been -proven.
Otherwise the strsin on the funds of the. Asso~
ciation would be too severe and the whole thing
¢ chueked up” in disgust. Apart however from trying
mew adjunots, the success of which must necessarily
be extremely problematical, a great deal of excellent
work wmight be dore in testing and comparing different
methods of praving, cultivating, etc., the staple pro-
ducts, .., tea or coffee. A grave objection and aprima-
Sfacie one, is, granted the actual expensesfor labour
and s0 on are within the means of the Asgociation,
whois to direct the working and what is the director
to be paid for his troub'e? An able. man would
require a good salary, say some R300 to R400;, and
what body of p'anters could afford to pay this Bum P
The only way it could bs done wouald be to .ask
Government to subseribesay 50 per cent of the funds
raised by the planters themeelves! then for the firat
few years devote the major par: of the fudds to
planting up about half or more of the landin coffee
or tea, utilizing the services of neighbouring plantera
for the work of supervision, or paying a monthly fee
of R50 to & competent man to-inspeot acoount and
geuerally direct the estate work. But we wiil not go
much furiher into the subject at preeont till the idea
has been » little more ventilated.. We will content
ourgelves with remarking, that in the lien of & Gov-
enrment experimentsl gardeu—not of course of ihe
farcical muster which pasees nnder that name on the
Nilgiris—such a one as shetched above, would be able
\ to oarry out a- vast amouunt of good work.—Soutk of
India Qbserver, =




