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ment 13 certain, and the priee will not for years
go below R6 per bushgl and most probably for

ten' years it will average R10 per bushel, With
the failure of Arabian coffce came the cultivation
of cinchona, along with tea in a small way and

a8 a0 experiment, and {o many then a very doubtful.

one. It is pow the staple produst, but though the

plant is not troubled with many enemies, the pra-’

fits from its eultivation is lescening, snd befora
another five ycars are over further extension will
almost ceage, Ths opening of new markets will

gome years hence meet the excessiva supply. The-

benefit in a small way will be for the future pro.
prietors, but as for the profits in future being ag
mueh as it is even now, that is a very doabtfulmatter.
Ceylon is not the only tea-yielding eountry. When
Arabian eoffee failed the ory was: *¢ SBerve the plant—
ers right, why did they put all their money into one
produoet.” It was then sheets and pheets of eoffee
wherever you weunt in the Central Province chiefly.
It is now “ gheats and sheets ¥’ of tea in geveral
provinces. With Exchange improving even
glightly some day, searce Tamil labour eosting an
advatnce of about B30 per hesd
price of tea gently dropping what will be the pro-
fit is a sum that oan be easily worked out. The
only remedy against small profite is planting other
productsin places whers ii is feasible. ~Why bave
cardamons been neglecied ? At a much smaller
rate per 1b. than they now fetches, they pay. Then
agaiin the market for croton hag not been over.
gsupplied. Those who bave the means would do
well to open in  suitable meil and climate
with the certainty of s very fair profit for years to
come both Cacac and Liberian Coffee or even
Cacap, Arcoanuts and Cooonuis at onee. Libe.
rian Coffee beging to yield early enough and the
first three yesrs' yield if it does not leave & margin
of profit wiil leave amply to cover the cost of its cul-
‘tivation and of Oaoao together leaving the property
gnencumbered and worth at Jeast R400 to R600
per acre. Tea Companies are plentiful now and
enerally provide in their Articles of Ascociation
or the cultivation of other products, but very
few of these Companicg have as yet ventured to
open special estates or even portions of existing
estates with other produots. The Ceylon Ten
Plantations Company has set a good examplein
opening a large property of Coconutz and Liberian
Ooffee and oleariogs of other products. By so
doing it will weather any storm that may comse
and not as the late Ceylon Company, Limited,
did not, with its auxillinry of sugar esiates, not in
Ceylon but in 2 land miles away! I am not try-
ing to increase the alarm abouttea. It willhold out
for a long time yet ; but the profit will be far from
what it has been and its extended cultivation
must not only be stopped, but many neres of it
abandoned as yielding too little per adre to make
it pay and as only increasing 1the bulk to be ex-
ported, Many who gtarted with this eultivation
arrived at a certain incomse from a certain screage.
-Liow prices reducad the possibility of this income
and: o seoure it, the ncreageis being extended,
and matters are getting from bad €to worse by

thuk adding one chief étem oontributing 0. re- |

duced prices. Strely many have the means to
lcok about and try other produecis and that
promptly on btheir own propertics bepider acquiring
- -other places singly or in company. As matters

stand wow an acre of snestaie of Uaono, Liberian |
Cofiee and general produets is likely to yield as mueh |

profit as 3 to 4 aores of average tea, :
- The.movs to defier Goveroment from gelling land is
a foolish cne. R-striction of Government land
eales will serfonsly injure the advancement of the
cultivation of other products, which Oeylon ig
eginning to need very much now, The condition

- enterprise. = .

and ~ the |

- of depression

might be made that such lands are not to be
lanted with tea. ~ There iz a streich of land
rom the Woestern sea coast to the Ceniral moun.
tain range available for ofher products;bat with
such revepue officers snd Government Agents and
more éspecially Assiztant Agents ss we have,
the sales of thouszands of acres of small blocks
of Government land lying in and beiween lands
belonging to private parties ganmnot be easily and
promptly effected for the benefit of all. The
prompt appointment of Orown Land Commiasioners
iz much needed and these Assiztant Agents muost

- be relieved of mush of their present work and be

employed otherwise in the police and o.ber de~
pariments. They are,as a rule, stumblingblocks
in the way of in‘cnded cultivation of any rroducts.
The moment Ceylon’s present «xport ¢f Cecoa is
quadrupled and 250,000 ewt. of Liberian Coffee finds
its way out, then and there alons will then be
some sound prosperity such as Ceylon had before,
but has pever had in the best days of tho tes
ADIDAH.

THE EXTENDED CULTIVATION OF TEA -
A WARNING.
Bir,~I regret fo ges that siill many agres of -

. Crown Forsst and chens land are every year being

bought for the extended cultivaiion of tea, in the
face of falling prices and the likclihood of supply
soon exeeeding demsnd : and thiz apparent reck-
lessness and short sightedness is due primarily to
the following causa. .
Planters, be they proprietors or superintendents,
residing on high elevation estates, opine that their
estates by reason of the beitor flavour and higher
prices obtained, will be able to survive any period
! ionget than fhose of low elevation
or which have less advantage in goil. In pther
words that the latter?in any coming orisis wiil
go to the wall first, leaving, after the horizon has

| cleared, a freefield te the former ag svrvivors. And

on the reverse side’ of (his pieture are the low-
country planters, who imagine it is they who have
the advantage, and slake their hope in their
superior yield and consequent less eost of produo-
tion, to pull them through the coming crisis. Kach
party, though not desirous of seeing the other go
under, yet are confident in their superior position.

So this reckless and fatal gameé continnes, Asland
ig offered possessing in the purchasers’ eyes some
peculiar advantages for tea cultivation, i ig greedily
seized and opened in feverish haste, on the off
chance that these presumed advantages will enable
them to bold their own in the goming trisl of
strenpth, and rising out of the scramble vietors
like lusty cocks to flaps their wings and crow
defignce to the world. But I would warn them

~ against hugging this delusion to their breast, lest

ons day they wake to find they have
nourigshing a serpent and it has bitbei them. 'ﬁﬁ
each party would do well to weigh all fagts Lairly

in the balance, befote they make themsalyeg quite

suﬁa of the h’(:ﬁh ‘_ei their deductions.

eaving out of acecount those estat i
their published dividends prove them::h’:;] 1::;3‘?
Iar aud away above the ruck, let us eompare sa;y
the Dimbula esiates with those in the Kelz;nyi
Va'ley. As far as the generil public can surmige
from published -accounts and brek pg’ statigtios
the advanlage is neither with one mur the o',her:

- for every bigh country estate which shows a big

dividend, » low country ene c-.n be put agei-g
it with ore equal. The iormer have goud prices
with & yield of about 400 to 450 Ib, per acro. and
algo & dearer transport than the latter, whioh: haye
lower prices but a yield of 500 to 600 1b. per gore,
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To the objestion which some hold that in the
lowcountry there
the eptates will eoon be worn out, I have
only to put forward the argument that Ceylon
planters have proved themselves too clear-headed
and business-like to neglect the obvious remedy
of mavure whioch, when suitably applied, will
gonerally make up for what the soil lacks in depth
or richness. '

I take no objection to the oclearing up snd

felling of the few reserve acres belonging to estates |

already in caltivation, but to the buying and

felling of large tracts of Orown forest or mative

chena land for the purpose of planting tea. (Singe
penning the above I have sasn the Report of the
‘Kelani Vailey Railway Commission, and the state-
ment there made of the immense increase of yield
expeoted in 3 years’ time, which lends additional
force fo my argument.) _

Another fatal practice is that of hungering after
large profits by coarse plucking and large yields
with low prices; in truth an unwise short-sighted
policy ! t iz this hunger after speedy fortunes
that is helping to hurry the market down, down,
down, and ﬁoeing for Ceylon her once fair name
for superiority. How much better will it not
be in the long run for tea planters to pluck good
medigm leaf (not necessarily fine leaf) and get
good prices even though at first smaller profits!
And though smaller, are they not likaly to be
more permanent, or is it even a fact that they
sre smaller?, for the difference in price be'w:en
good and poor liquoring teas is now piobably large

" enough to counterset the former advantage of
¢ quantity.” It is thig inferior stuff, with ‘cooty-
sack’ leaf and ¢ posts-and-rails’ which is undoing
us snd may eventually prove our ruin, :

A great deal of energy (with which I am
in sympathy) is now being expended in gaining
new markets in North America and elsewhere ;
put no amount of new igarkets wili compeneate
for the evil done by selling rubbishy tes, and it
is the superior article which will be the most
likely to capture them. The snemy iz at the
door, and it behoves planters to set their houses
in order and prepare for.the fight, the way to
commence which is to foreswear coarse plucking
and the making of coramon teas.

I had intended to add a note upon the vexed
guestion of overproduction, but as my epistle is

_ long enough slready, I will close; though perhaps

is no depth of soil, and that

I may make that the subjest of a future letter.— |

OUDEIS,

INDIAN TEA PLANTER ON “NEW
MARKETS FOR TEA)” -

Dear B1r,~Regarding the advisability of making
tea to suit mew wmarkets, up to now 1 have seen
this policy advacated only by * Biward,” by myselt,
and by the writer of the articla on page 744 of

1 am gir, yours faithfully,
AN

Tropieal Agriculturist of May Ist, 1894, and he |

ptates that the planters ** musi pander tothe public

taste.” I don't like the word  pander ” asif hss
uguslly an unfavourable significance. Is there

anything derogatory in smiting the public faste ?
The whole ory mnow is that Indian teas sare
 too” bitter and strong; bui the slightest refercnee
to past records, such ag the Indian Tea Oyoclopedia
of 1881, will prove that Indian tea has become so
from the strong pressure exerted by our ‘¢ market”’
to obtain the maximum of stréngth, And the
result ia that our medium teas go down on
their owa merits, our poor feas and our
rivals are supported by cur strong: tea. Our
best tess go for very moderate prices consider-
.ing their status; they yvonld obtain more favour
it taken for congumption pure, %.e., if made.

- hocue-peeus businegs.

fit for it. There may be many ways of getting
our teas better liked=-which alone would
increase the econsuription’? One method is simply
maturing the tea by oareful keesping. If every

{ estate gould be made to keep one per cent of its

tea for one year, and this matared tea could be
bulked (in several grades and qualiiies and prioes%
and offered to the congumer, I have noc doub

. that such tea would rapidly gain favour and gef

good priceg and lead to an inerease of consamption.
There would te no adveree criticism as to bitterness,
in fact it would come as a surprise to the consumer,
This maturing 4s done by circumstances, that is
to say the delay in distributing the erop; but once
it leaves our hands, no special care is taken to
keep it airtight. , -
So, again, ons way of testing the posgibility of

making tea to snit any market would be to induce

each esi{ate to make one per ceni of its crop on
samples supplied. One per eent even if gold at
low rates would affeet. no particular estate very
grievously, but the mass of tea would be sufficient
to test the sehemse,

In imitating any partioular sample one most
important fact is overlooked ; it is that the experi-
menter attempts to make “oup 1Es,"” and failing
to do so throws up the spongs. You get a sample
made in China and it is probably 5 or 6 months
old by flre time you get it ; it has been opened
and closed several times, and yet one expeats to
make a similar tea, I very mnch doubtthe posai-
bility of getting the peculiarities of old tea into
newly-made tea. I have some Qrange Pekoe three
years old, and T would defy any one to imitate it,
Ho either we must wire to China snd get samples
posted with the utmost despatch, or we must taste
our imitations several months after making, and
try and recollect the flavour and taste, &a:, of the
sample which we try to ecopy. Your Associations
talk seriously over the varions schemes Irid before
them ag. to the conquering of New Markets, bui
I #ee thai the scheme of making tea %o suit public
taste has not a8 yet been disoussed by any public
body. I believe that many planters hold the
views given above and they should now declars
themgolves. Apy leading planter who will give
his opinion with the force of his own name
might start the movement. And if sufficient force
is brought fo bear, it might be taken up by the
Associations. )

We bave to fight China, Japan, Java, and we
must sombine to do so. No amount of anonymous

| writing will get anything done,

It leoks ominous that so far only the Fndian
Planters’ Gazette, ** The Planter” and myrelf in
your columns have advocated the making of tes
with the deliberate intent of suiting the gonsumer.
I argue from this that Ceylon takes no interest in
the maftter.

But what guide have you that your present;
style of ten is the best suited to anyone out of the
market, and out of the mixing, blending and
It you are convinced that
you oanunot change with benefit to yourselves you
will natarally go on with booming ard bonussing, as
that seems to be your last resource. But “ Siward"
said let us ignore smali msn and small things—

-apparently you think that there is no greater

measure than handing roond tea in ocups, and
putting up big posiers with pretty pictures on
them. At home those who koow ory out at the
barm dons by our teas. The increase of lunacy
in Ireland iz altributed to our teas; Americg
has refused our teas for many years. What need
to say mors except that where China tea can be
got good it is the national beverage; witness

' China- and Russia,



