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** - jomewhst “from thowe plants previously ' described. 1 guotes -the following itstanse: “ A sick . of . sugar

" The long green: stems are subject to a braising, which

- * grnshes and libérates thestrands. - The mueilage which
biade these together is washed away. There sre.mauny .

- “ipgethode in use for moomplighio%
* gtated, induacements are held ou

“'—itk may be well

this; and ag before
for their imprave-
_ment, which no doubt, will be done,

As ‘we have: stated above, New Zealand flax grows

Cim-our hill-conntry, especiaily on- the Uva gide,
* 'wg freely ad do aloes, With reference to the latter

.==in. which Mattrilius does a conriderable trade
to quote the following. por-

- tion of the papers publighed the other day in

~the . Government Ggzette - merely premising that

. . Four¢roya gigontes is one of the ordinary mloes for

_weighing 200 1b. rejected as -too heavy by the. youn
- ‘Brsz lian. pertexs, sgas picked np mah'gmzby.mﬁgﬁ
African scoustomed to the use .of the nut, and chrried
by him for 12 miles in the day.”” Furthexr very re-
ma kable information is. also fo be ohlained in the
m’ozogmg}x of Professor Heckel, of the School of, Medi-
oinn &t Marseilles, .on the African kolas, a work of
‘400e.pages, pablished in : Paxis, 1803: Bxzperiments

1 made 1o Euxope hitherfo have given divergent, and

freqnently -uneatisfactory results,: owing mainly to the
fast that the only nuts ayailable commerginlly for the

{ purpssee reach usin a dried oohdition, and the natives,

“trading on the ignorance of the buyers, adulterate
their cousignments with sc-palled * falge ” kola nuts,
which poasess no spevial properties whatever. , Another

. -.mesly known as the Adgave fohds i— X
... Answers. {0 queries respeoting machines iu mse at
- " Mauritiae for extracting fibres from leavesof Fourcroya
..-g‘g,'aﬂt-ﬂl- - - - . ;% g .
.+ (1) - The machine in general nge in.this Colony isa
. Adrvamof 2-ft. in diameterby 1 it. in width; upon which
a6 holted blades in; 2-inch . L. steel, and whioh revolves
- . nk. n great: speed; the blades passing vlese to,a guide.
- idxe- ek dron (“servante ). ''lie.machine ig called a
. r(* gratte”) soraper. ,; Iiis manufactared in the Colony
¢ 1+ by all engineors’. shops, but- chiefly by the - Forgers
i+eh Fonderies de Manrice,” - PR

v e - §2) - Fhe; weighs -of the drum is abont 4 ewt,, the
eost, including the driving pulley and bolts (exclusive

v ok 1{?—“‘1‘:::1,‘,1 magonry; and  setting), is about R250
Lo paE vl grat] ) o . . .
- %.(8) ‘'Thia gratte bas-been in general nse in Mauriting
i.-rfor: the lash six_years. . - N : '
'+(4) ‘The reachine is worked by sieam or by water

Yo: pawer, - : - Ll -
- =v-i-i£§)‘; The registered horse-power to drive ione grafte

osnuse of difficulty arises from the ignoranée of Bare-
pean chemioal experts. a5 to the real nature of
- the chemical basis of the puf,. Broadly  speaking
- caffeine. and thepbromine afe its essential charaster
istios, and the reetorative qualities of \csffeine being
- well known, it has been assumed thas $his is the.active
principle of the:stuff. Dr. le Bon.shows, theé this is
 mot the case. According to hisexperimenfs; ngither
{ caffeive nor theobromine slone ,gives:the. required
{ resulte, a mixtare of the two, in the  propertion
F by“ weight of ‘m ' gt gae;-former~ to gn&,c the
- ratter; &re . xequ or the purpose, and. ive
- results at least. equal.to those of the fresh x,mt.gm-i &
M. Hockel started s Company $o manufagture kola
 bisounits of sugar and flour, but the Company. has
i singe gone into li%uiduion, and Dr. le Bon atates that
he i4 not snrgxrise , 88 theso. biscuite had “ an gout
.Gatestable.”” Tt appears that these are the buwcuits
nsed by Messre. Conway and MagOormio in. the Khara-
- koram, and also recommended in the * Travellers’
Guide,” published under $he awapices of the Geogra~
phical Booieq. : o

" Dr. le Bon’s advice is to impoxt: frash -nupbs, proe
perly eelected, direct from. the West Qoast, and sug.
- geste that no difficulty. exists to_this. progeeding; be
has done so himself, and obtained. his nuts_at, a cdst
-of 8  franod .per kilo, usiug, .as sole,. precau~
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(%) %ne &u_:iﬁ is ,,a‘etrvgd b_‘yi tw: men kwhi: stand ;m
each side of #l ‘atte, and .who .work alternately.
One of ‘them g‘nustsine' ‘?éft‘#-handed. One carrier ;wx;;l
... ~bripg in sufficient Jeaves from-the yard to the gratte,
' .and auother man will suffice to nemoave the wet fibre -

o -;prodnced by two - grattes and to carry this. fibre to. . of moist - ) .
P+« 'tho-weighing maochines and thence to the clearing pits. ;g;,i,:em!;?“ﬁg o o leaxen... “the o

(1) The-optturn of weh fibre for each maohine per
,-+hour is on an.-average, 423 kilog., that is taking eight
: v hours’ ‘work. per- pay, which: is' aa.moch as the men
4~ ican.dv; the work brieg very: iﬂtigui-ng. o
. :';;(821 -The,onttuxn péxr dey of -eight-hours is per
v ngohine (gestte). 840 kil. wet nnp;olyi;ag Ol 8an Average
"+ 97 Kl of dry fibre (or: 28} Eer sent of the wet fikire).
© (@) :The average cost in labour, fuel, &c., in clear-
- ing.s ton of dry fibre, packing and $ransporting to the
"place of ghipimens is R1G0. ]
+Jf.to 'the: above .we .add other. -charges, viz., collects
-+ ing leaves,. carting, mill, management, interest on.

dinary ‘dried nut of -ocommeree, or with the
various aleohiolio extracts of the mut &0 be obfained
from any chemist. Like Dr.lé Bon, we bave found
. eonsiderable irvegulurity in the yreenlts, bumt in the
- great majorily of cases .the nut has -thoroughiy. satise
fied our anticipations, having.evabled us .to accom.
. plish marches over . mounfainous gronnd,- and. withons
-food or.water, which were absolutely - beyond our
unaided . physicsal .. ‘&;‘ﬁity. As . ibi was suggested
. by- friends in the LN, that'-these ;results. were
merely due to the aid of  imagination,  prolonged
experiments .-were -_gargied: ont on- horses. and

: -komﬁ&l - &c» Sﬁyu&b‘)ﬁ" ‘.R‘Tsp X . . - . ) A . N . 9
O s oo of ome s o e vndy tor | BN, S, Sh, i Smponiel te, the
*7- shipment is R226. A, VANDEXMEERSCH, - matters nawstend, we should prefer the.fresh. put it

Y - Acting Surveyor-General, Mauritius ilable, but. ini - '
o v . . gvailable, but in its ahsence would much rathex rel
v Rebs 17th, 1890. : | on'the crdinary nuts and preparations p&’ be Lq].jggainéx

L - at the Army and Navy .Stores, than .on any other

+ |. concentrat ]

§ ” Aood preparations with which We are

. aecquainted, and wg haveétpiatd most of Fhem, imgga-

. 15 e oomt the followi , trom 5 N ments are 10w be made for a consignumen¥of sthess
ol Mamary Roten, "1 o Jouta of ihe Ustied | 2ute forhond selcied by cxpers on'the pot aad
i ey . F TON: P o ! Sl . . .. . we sha 5 o. afford oy aid in ‘oux. pa)

s .\.mm“ﬂﬁg"‘f:g:,‘{::s ﬁ%‘:t;’zh{ to the atention’ | ‘ooers interested in the matter. CoEs

E ‘ - ¥ . - _ ‘F

The:{ Revae du Service de I'Intendance” for June, 7 . :
NYASALAND (B, C. AFRICA).

“18945 oont:in an in';i?resgifngﬁnod:& by l:r. G.lll!sbhve lg
-Bomy on the pro es of the 3 anut, well wort] . N - .
u%}"gm Qf?gol?eug and travellers, The nub grows | The London Times of Sept. 15tk has & long

along B gelt of Central Africa extending from the | 8csount of the country now heing wvisited by Mr. J,

" .wesf-const up to the head -wateys of the Nile, and | H. Obreon and also later probably . by Mr. E,

: Wogdhouse, from which we guote ag: follows §—

The whole’ of British Oentral® Africs, %:h the eg-

coption of the land immediately adjoining Lake Nyass,

‘recently besome. known to Europeans. - | the Shire River, and Lake Shirwa, consists -of. high-

' _Interesting details gs to the degrees of rosistance | lands, or mountainous masses, inferseoted by .rivers

- t%?tdship and power of proloriged labour developed | and ‘Wwatercourses, “and studded - with villages. The
’ ‘::.%v 5. use will be.fonnd in the

THE KOLA -NUT.

o ite extraprdinary qualities in - conferring endurance
... snd practigal immunity from thirst bave been long
- gnown to the natives of those parts, but have only

2 T4 of the British § gighlands are practioally nndulating plateaus, broken
Conegl ab Bahin for 1890, from - .which Dr, lo Bon. I;} mounds, hills, and: Jofty peaks: Slost-of 4his hilly
f, it ;ﬁ i : B 7 i BRI RN ‘

na
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y-is well . wooded with smail trees, but the
revsiling smallness of the trees iz not owing to the
* guality of the goil, but rsther to the fast that bush
: fires, cansed by the burning of the grass by the natives
“ih - Angnst_generally destroy - the growth sb an early
ktage : and in the neighbourhood of streams big trecs
are met with. The plaine wost of Lake Shirwa
d in game of all sorts. From these and the
other plaing the hill land rises in most. plades with
% wonsidersble abruptness. Lake Nyasa is a about
i1 400 - fs. wbove the gea, and from its level to
" “Fattugs, on the Sbir, sbout 150 miles below, there
i gt e descent of 1,100 fi., chiefly my means of the
" 'saries of rapids knownas the Murchison Falls, whioh
4% s in the upper part of the long bend below
Mastope. . " R
- A% present. the most important portion of Brilish
‘Central Africa iz the Shiré Highlands, which mainly
cunsist of two mountainous tracts, one, 6.000ft. higb,
“'around Zomba, and the othex, 9,000 ft. high, between
Fort Lister and Fort Anderson. . The latier tract
in.the Mlsnji Mountaiss. From Zombs to - near
Blantyre there 1s algo a subsidiary range which,
gt Blamtgre, | bifurcstes, -one - spur renning to the
* ‘Murchison - Falls, and the other ruouing uearly south
"' .pnd - forming ‘the Cholo Bange. Oua _the lower por.
" jjons of the hills near Blantyre and Zombs there
¢ gt - 'now - numerous: flonriehing - coffee plantatiors.
. 1here - is" also good coffee  land on the - Oholo
/' Mountains, -and some plantations recently established
. om- the north-west slopes of »
‘- 6 be - doing well, . Throughout ¢he Shiré High-
" Jands, ‘¢wing to the prevalence of road robberies, it
e boen found necessary to plant gmall posts garri-
s+ goned by Sikhs end Makua. These serve their purpose;
" bui%, on the other band, they lock up part of the
- pq litary foree, for which there is ~generally plenty
_of ether employment, i
*" ‘Blantyre is, in rome
censre. T s mavy brick buildings,
olading the vice-consulate, the postoffice, the ad-
sminigtrative office of the collector of the distriot, and
soversl merchents’ houses, and is the headguarters of
* the ‘African Lakes Company; but Zomba is the ad-
i spinisteative oapital, and contains the Residency of
"¢ the Commissioner, the chief post office, any
“- houses of about twenty whites, The other stations
4y fhe "Shire Highlands sxe Domasi, where there
'gs{u -branch of the Blantyre Mission, Fort
" ‘Lister, Fort Auderson, where the coliector of
..7¥5 the Mlanji distriet resides, three posts held ; by
2“7 the Bikhs : Chiromo, Mpimbi, and Chlkwarca, which
" nre administrative centres; Matope, which is station
 of the Afxlean Lakes Corporation, and is slso & seat
" of the Universities’ Mission ; Liwondi, where there
© are two iorls garrisoned by - Sikiis ard Makua, and
" where the collestor of the Upper Shiré district resides;
. Fors Johnstvn, where there are s goliector and an
T ‘agsigtant’ collector; an agent of the Adrican Liakes
. COompeny, snd & naval dockysrd for her Majesty’s
" ‘yesgely on the Lake ; and several detached plantations,
efpecially in an aronud the Mlanji Mountains where
there-is & misgion, and on Mount Cholo. -
. .- .Nob mapy miles behind Fort Johnston there
" riges & wall of steep mountains, at the sunimit
- of whieh is the stronghold of ' the ireeconcilable
. -chief, Zarafi, - who raids ce. He -has, singe
Makavjira was driven into Portuguese territory,
been much etrevgthened by - accessions of nom-
bers of the former followers of that potentate,
and, ag _he .has twice beaten the British and has
taken their big gau, he is regarded i the dis-
- frict ‘as ‘the great leader of the anti-Brifish
~parky. M’Kats, whose stronghold ig . pear at-
Dand, is Zarafi’s brother. The influente of these two
.persgng is so extensjve that the road on the east’
side of the Bhird has had 1o bte abandoned between
‘Xiwondi and Fort Johnston.  Trayellors going upwards
on the east side have to cross river at Liwondi and
. - oontinue their journey on the west bank, A fairly
“e ) gobd pative road connects Zarafi’s hesdquerters with
i -thoge of Kawings which are gugasted smong some-

respects, the most important
bas a fine church

Mianji are reported |}

m‘:

- tea from: that

- for it,

. ~xoore pearly inaccessible peaks, Both Zarafi’s and |
- Bawingw's peoplo havo gardeps on the phrcams Fune

ning into Xakes Shirws and M’piri and fnto the upper
portion of the Lmjenda  -river, Xivingstonin,.at the

“south end of Lake Nyass, is thickly  populated aid
.quite peaceful. Omn the enst shore of the: lake, the

lakeland or low-lying distriot has & bresdth-of from
half & mile $o five miles, Behind this the bills rise
quickly to 4,000fs. To the south of the Iake the -

- Inkeland. is broader. A} the porth end of the Iake

there.is_sesroely any lakeland at. all; the Livingabone
Monntaing rising almost cut of the water to a mazi-

.mum_height of abount 10,000 ft,

Nurthward from Ford Johnston therdjaa road aleug
the coast to Fort Maguire,but at présent it is uhsafs,
as Meakanjita's people from Ohikalu, in_the mountains,
are in the habit of crossing it to obtain fish from
Nyasa, and to get food near”the shore, Further u
the coastthe towns of Kalawiri, Fiosewa, Ohiogomanii,
and M'tengula are all under Yao rale, allfall of Arabs
and coastmen, and all busily -engaged:m  the slave
traffie. They are in Portogueee territory, butnotin
any sense under Portuguese control, for the mnearest
Portugness official i niearly -foor hundred miles away
from them. Still more to- the northward are some

- villagers of Iake people, among whom the Likoma mis-

sion has started work, The firat chief to be punishéd for
slave-raiding was one living in -the Mlavngi Mountains,
#outh of Imke Shirwa, on the spot now.occupied by
Mr. Brown's coffee plantation, Oaptain - Magulce
with 70 Bikbs and 400 armed pative irregolark, crushed
him  completely. : St
The lakeland on-the western side of Nyass is very
mauch brosder than eleewhere, and teems w{ﬂ:’ alt kindn
of game, from the -eléphant: down to- the mpals, &
small spacies of antelope, - There are lions, leopards,

‘bymnas, gebras, buffaloes, wild hogs, wirt hogs, elands,

koodoos, hartebeests, wafer-buoks, reed-bucks, and
bush-bucks, and, behind, on the mountsins, there axe
sable antelopes. It is a sportsman’s paradise.

'PLANTING AND PRODUCE.

Tue Saxe Orp Ganp~The Chiness toa: growers,
or at least mipdy of < them, bave played into the
hands of ‘Indian and Ceylon planters by -ignor-
u;§ the requmirrments of foreign .inarkets, &
refueing to maks aby improvements in their
mathods. They follow the old plan, and when ‘trade
is bad they cast about low to mend matters by w&gs
that are vain. Our consul as Amoy writes of the
port: “There was: uo improve~
ment in- guslity, but, on the contrery, sowse un-
sorapulous dealers took $o mixing inferior Jeaf with
good Formosa tes, a trick whiok seriously threatens
the existente of that article on the American markef,
where it already shows & considerable falling-off,”

MAcao AND “Tan” Tea.—In his report on the trade
of Macao, Mr. Joly. the soting vice-consul, thraws gome
light on the tradein “lie” ftea, which, by the way, it
has been said had almost ceased to exist. The trade of
Meooa is genuine tea is in such o sad plight that
it has been - found extremely useful to develop the
trade in a composition known by the appropriate
name of “lie,” These teas are manufectured from
exhauated fea-leaves, which are dried, refired and
mixed wilh & certain proporiion of gemnine fea and
of seeds and dust. Most of this preparstion proseeds
to Hamburg, where no “*Adualteration Ast’ in in foreo;
but 8 good desl of mystery sashrouds its ultimate
fate. According to Mr, Joly, some of this *“lie™
tea is often packed in chests isbelled * best congon,”
and ‘shipped to. India for the lower. clagses. I$ is
betier to sssame that its precise destination ia not
traced, for no doubt it goes wherever there ig & market
n Amerien aud Ausirelis they stmns{y
object to the stuff, snd the more they know of India
and Ceylon teas the less likely are they to.put up with
bogus of or inferior teaof any kind.—H. and C. Mail,

.- LiapY Buas ror IxpiA,~Henry Hubbard, of Florids,
made @& ghipment of h.dg bugs to India 8 few
days ‘sgo. A small colored boy has been employed

"to capture a thousand or more of these bugs which

&re wanted in Indin to desiroy the: scale inssch—y

Florida Agricubturist; Bept- 6,



