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P E R F O R M A N C E  O F SO F T -SE E D E D  V A R IE T IE S O F  
P O M E G R A N A T E  (Tunica  granatum  L) IN  T H E  JA F F N A  D IST R IC T

S. VIJAYARATNAM, B. BALASINGAM and S. KULENDRAN 
Agricultural Research Station, Thirunelvely, Sri Lanka

Pom egranate (P unica  granatum  L) is grow n as a fru it crop in Sri 
Lanka but annually  280 mt o f  fruits are im ported to the country  from  Pakistan 
and India: The crop can be grow n successfully  over a w ide range o f  soil and 
clim atic conditions, but perform  best if  planted in areas w ith w arm  long dry 
periods. In Jaffna peninsula, the clim ate is favorable fo r pom egranate 
production and there are abandoned lands in hom e sheds availab le  fo r planting 
pom egranate. In addition there is a good m arket potential for high quality  o f  
fruit ju ice  locally. O ne o f  the constraints in develop ing  pom egranate 
cultivation in th is region is the lack o f  proper varieties suitable for the area. 
Therefore^ a study w as conducted to at the A gricultural R esearch  Station at 
T hirunelvely in the Jaffna district o f  Sri Lanka to evaluate  the adaptability  o f  
tw o soft-seeded pom egranate varieties recom m ended by the D epartm ent o f  
A griculture nam ely, N im ali and D aya , under dry zone condition  on red yellow  
latosols o f  the Jaffna district, Sri Lanka.

N ursery  estab lishm ent o f  the crop w as done in January  2003 and field 
planting in June 2003. Both varieties w ere planted a t a spacing o f  3 m x 3 m in 
three replicates, w ith 7 plants per replicate. All recom m ended  practices for 
pom egranate cultivation w ere adopted. The first harvesting  w as done in April 
to M ay and 2nd harvesting in Septem ber to O ctober in 2005. Fruit 
circum ference, w eight/fruit, fruit lets color, N o. o f  fru it lets per fruit, seed 
w eight per fruit, total soluble sugar content, the N o. o f  fru its per plant, and 
fruit yield per plant per year w ere recorded.

The highest N o. o f  fruits per plant (40) and fruit yield  (8kg) w ere 
recorded in the variety  N im ali. The size and w eight o f  fruits w ere high in the 
variety D aya. T here w as a slight pinkish color d ifference observed in the 
fruitlets o f  both soft-seeded varieties. N o serious pest and d iseases observed, 
how ever, pod borer a ttack  w as controlled  by proper m anagem ent in tim e. 
C loth bag w as used to cover the fruit to avoid the pest dam age and to get the 
fruits w ith high quality.

A t present local varieties are only grow n in Jaffna  peninsula. T he tw o 
soft-seeded varieties used in the present study have acceptab le  qualities. The 
consum er preference is also high than the local varieties due to  the soft seeded 
nature.


