-

"§E§'i‘. 1, r8f94.j‘

THE TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST.

197

Y

COFFEE’ GROWING.

+Coffee i being grown now in so many countries,”
writes & correspondent—¢* Borneo, the Siraits
Bettlements, Central Afries, Mexico, Colombia, and
other Btates of South Amerioa, all going into coffce
planting on a- large scale,—that they must in a few
years, overflow the markets of the world, and reduce
prices to an extent that will allow of no profit,
to the producer. It wasa gloomy time for coffee
planting in Qeylon in 1846-47.
went below 403 per ewt. In thoge bad fimes,
many estates were abandoned, or =sold for
one-tenth of what they had cost, and this rush
into coffes, at so many centres, i likely to lead

“to like resulis in a few years.”

But what about cheap labour ? Will it not tell
in coffee—as in tea—growing, and justify Ceylon
men doing what they cam with Liberian or with

‘small fields of Arabian coffee ?
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NEWS FROM THE CENTRAL PROVINCE:
PLANTING AND OTHERWISE.

(Notes by ¢ Wanderer,”)
Angust 9Oth,

Bririsg Norte Borwgo.—I notice that in the
Sandakan District the nationality of labor em-
ployed on tobacco estates was as follows i —

Chinese .. v 1,548

- Native .. . e e 224

Prices paid for Borneo tobacco—=2.75; 2.50 and 1.52
guilders, the Company has declared a dividend of
12 per cent 92-93, and the profits 1893:94 will
ermit one or two of the Tobacco Companies to
golare much larger dividends.

CorreB.—A4las ! the coffee bushes ot most of
the estates in Dimbula and Dikoya that promised
to give good crops are mow attacked by. bug and
leaf diseass. The worst of these attacks of bug
on coffee where tea is planted -is that the tea
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. planfs ave quite blackened, and must suffer also.

_ BIG YIELDS OF TEA,

The following is worth noting ss the result of
using cattle manure. Thres fieids Nos. 1, 2 and 3
Were all praned last year in February when all
blackened from the frost.

No. 1 Had not beeu pruped for 2 .years before
No, 2 - do do 1} do

No. 8 do do 1 do

* These are adjoiniog fields :

No. Ihad besn manared with oattle msnure the
preceding year, No. 2 has beed manured with the
same mg.uu:ie since, No. 3 has never been maoured.
I would remark here that this {e a'l splendid tea ; of
the three, No. 3 has the best aoil, and looks as good
88 the manared tea; a splendid cover. But while
Nos. 1 and 2, the manured fields, are st flushing as
well as the weatner permits, No. 8 is blossoming
and shooting up and needs pruning at onmee. No.
3 is tue besy «cheltered, The average yield of
the fielda is over 700 lb. per acre per annum.
No. 1field ia very stitf olay ; a dack chocolate. At flrat
X feared ‘tea would not grow there, owisg, to the stiff-
mess of thy goil cliging in lumps so the coolies’
mamoties aod the constant supplying nee led, the frosy
from which it suffered every year, killing the sma ler
plauts oul altogether and- the la-gexr down to ths
ground. These larger plants would then throw out
shoots all ronnd the collar and from the roots. At
4 ga&rs the field looked like a one year olid oleating:
and several planters said it would never grow tea.
But 1 focked the grouni over, aund applied freshly
slaked lime vefore 1t hal lost its causkic state, and
while it burnt the coolies hands. The result was
grand! JIs grew so rapidly anid thickly that since then
the frost has only atfeoted the tops ¢f the bushes,
pnd they shelter, tho supplies, _,

#

Plantation coffes |
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Permit me hera to contradict the statement tha
Once Manure your tea yon must always mafure itt
It dees not hoid good with tea nor did it with esffee
altiiough the latier did leok ‘*shuck” after bheavy
erop whether the crop was the result of manure or not.

.
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PLANTING AND PRODUCE.

Sir AMpross SHEs AND Badama FiprE.—~In an
article entitled * The KRomsnce of a Governorship,”
the Pall Mall @azetie calls attention to the labour of
Sir Ambrose Shei 1n connection with the fibre indas-
try of the Babhamas, Iteays: “ When Sir Ambrote
first went out ss Governor the inlusiries of the

‘populati-n of the islsads, some 50,000 rouls, consiss

ted of sponge fishiug, which was nottoo romunerativa
a catling, and fruit caltivation, which was still more
precarious a trade, Indeed, the islands ware living
from hsnd to mouth, and a state "of intense deprea-
sion prevailed, llis Exeellgocy had not long been
in the colory when oué day & rman eame into his
office carrying a bundle. Sir AmbYrose, who evideatly
potseeses an observant eye, fastened it not so much
upon the coutents of the bundle as upon the rough
piece of rope wi.h which it was tied. Unléss ail -his
shipping experience was betraying him the rope was
Manilla. So he asked the man where he gos that
cord from. °Itgrew in my garden, your Execlleney,
wag the reply. Hir Ambroie; ascording to the man'a
subsequent narrative of the inocident, thonghy
he was beisg ‘siuced” and spoke somewhat
sternly, *'‘Why, there’s plenty of it your Excellency’s
owin grounds,” insistel the man with the bundle.
Sir Ambrose doubtless now knew, that had thera
been any idea of a joke at the outset, it would have
been dropped at the stage at which it brought a frowa
to his urow. Greatly surprised at this news he
allowed Himself to be conducteld into the grounds,
wherp the sisal plant was pointed oat to him. Upon
examinalion of the lraves of the plant he at once
detscted its fibrous aﬁpea.mnc'e. Hu fook a fow leaves
indoors, scraped off their surfaces, and picked ont from
them beautifui lopg fibres five or six feet im length.

{ To sy that his Excellency was astonnded would be &

feeble way of dessribing his feelivgs. This sisal pant
was held in detestation in the eoiony. It overran the
vegetable gardens, and strangled the yams and the
Bwegt potatees, .

AX ALappiN’'s Lamp.—Attempts had been made to
root it out of the islands, and, thesé having failed,
equully nasuceessful efforis had been made to burn it
out. Yet Sir Ambrose eouli see that this plant wam
going to be a geunine Aladdin’s lamp %o the colony, &
source of endleas wealth, He hinted something of
this sort to some of his acquaintances; but one and
all, as politely a3 wight be declined to believe hig
Excellency. It was an article of belief .in the is-
lands that every rew GoVernor had his own
particalar fad, This, then, was Sir Ambrose’s,
they said. He would soon get tired of it, they hopéd
if his hotby was not encouraged by aumy aggressive
opposition, so thoy all looked on a little eyvically
whi e the Governox busied himself abous this precions
ga.nt. Even the niggers were inerodulous. *You've

een treading gold under your foet,” he oiserved ta
a gioap of them one day. They did not like to dige
believe s0 great & personage a1 the Governor, but
even a nigger has & cerfain amount of seif-respect,

. and they couli not swallow that. 8o they assunred

a mystifisd look, aod tacitly wondered how the muiga
sionaries hal overlvoked the moral welfars of tha
Guveracr so unaccountably. But later on, when they
found all their sisal plants' were being bosugat up
eagerly by operitors, and were in atrong demand,
they tarned to one another. with staring eyes-
and opsu mouths, while the old men of tha -
fami'ies sagsoiously remarked, ‘I ‘gpeca gir.
*era wmisal plant is what de Gubnor was .tellin’
us about when he say3 we was treadin’ the gold under
cuc feet’ The niggors are ot in want of :aoy.in.
formation ahoat the plant now Buf thigids inadvangq
of the natrafive. : ~ ‘ :
S
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DEVELOPING THE INDUSTRY.—Sjr Ambroge came
tck to England to raise espitsl for tl.e development
of this new source of wealib, and broaght with him
pamples of the plsnt, which the Kew Gardens people

. @eclared to be the Liest fibrovs leaves they hed ever
seen, Thus encouraged, Bir Ambrose soon gct h's
eapitaliste. He organired a system of ten-year allolments
and put 100,000 acxres of Crown lunds into the scheme.
Mr. Joseph Chawberlain took 20,000 acres; MMr.
Covrage, the hrewer of a company in which Lord
. Denbigh is conecrrned, aud a big Newfoundland com-
pany, all took substantial holdings, and it was not
long before the entire huudred thousand acres were
taken up. Land which was difficult to sell at 5s. the
acre now commagds four doliats, aud the resnltis a
fine fund under the confrol of the Imperial Goveirn-
ment for the msking of roads, hartours, and other
public works, Upon returniug to t'+e Bahamas, Sir Am-

brose despatched a commissionsr > Yueatan, There had.

_been a similar industry there, which bad resulted injthe
making of some enormous fertunes, during the last
thicty years, So rumour sa’d, at 1zast ; and the commis-
siover went Lo see t5 what extent these sto ies could te
verified, for the statements in some cases seemed too fa-
bulous for credence. The commissioner returned with a
repirt to the effect that the whole thing was true. The
samp'es of the Yuoatan plant: which hie brought back,
moreover were very inferior to the Babamas variety. The
latterindeed bave proved to be from 25 to 80 per cest su-
perior, Affer this the new indusiry was taken up er-
shusissticslly.”

ArrAavENTLY FaBULOUS, BurT TRUR.—‘ Sir Ambrose

_distributed the aliotments in such & way thet there
wis po orowding, and no competition on the part
of the holdexs for their neighbours’ labourers,
The syst- m is something like a revival of a pleasant

“'form of feudalism. Iu case the colonials shounld swake
sod think the English investcrs were making too good
a thing out of tho islancs, Bir Ambrose gave to all

heads of familics who had neither land nor prigent |

meang of purchasing it ten-aore lots, t1 be paid for
out of the fi-at crop, This year there will be a mode-
rate export, wh:le next year the exports should reach
2,500 tong and go on increasing st the rate of abomt
2,000 tcns yearly, The estimated vslie ¢f £20p r
ton mentioned by Sir Awmbross is, I bellive, a very
low one, £r tte fibre is eo fine that it ig
Hiely to get into linen fab:ics and #o on, inerces-
ipg matsially both its valne and the demand for
it. Thete people with the ten-acre lols esn leave
the cultivation to the women and cbidren, and yet
bénefit more than £100 a year t'erefrom. The pros.
perity of the islands is felt by the very poorest man
ibere, and in time the colony threatens to give the
world an object-lesson in what happens to a community
whieh is too weil «ff. Que malter which gave Siy
Ambrosc Shes, In his organisation of the industry, con.
siderable anxiety, was the absence of any satisfactory
fabour-saving sppliances. But now a New York man
has invented a scutcking machine, which separatos the
fibre from the v getable part of the leaf 8o rapidly that
Jeaves mny Le picked iu the moroing, and the fibre
from them resdy for shipment in the evening. Two
women, one at eachend of the machine, can ssparate
frem 1,500 to 2,000 tb. of fibre per day. Last year the
fruit yield was & complete failure, and the colony must
have been famine-stricken bat for the risal plant,
Sir Ambrose Shea had applications from all the ends
of the earth for plants, but in the interests of the
islands he pessed a law prohibiting the exportation of
the plants. Regsrded in the light of the fiscal prinei.
plcs which now obtaio, such a law appears & little

eterodox; but the case has gpecial ¢ reamttances, |

and the Colonial Office haveconfirmed Six Ambrose’s
prononncement.”

Corres 1IN Russia—We learn from St. Petersburg
that a tobacco grower in the Kuban distriet of the
Caucesus last yearsowed four grajns of Mocha coffee,
which he had procured from Poti, where it bad failed
to realise exzpectations. Two grains died, but the
.other two gave eight hundred berries, These eight
hundred being planted out have produced seven hun-

dred five healthy bushes, from which an exesllent little |

gxopia expecied phorbly.~—H. and C, Muil, July 27,

- much of

A WARNING TO ¢ WOULD-BE TEA
PLANTERS IN WESTERN LANDS:"
TEA IN THE UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA,

An old planter writes :—" There are millions of
acres, in and oui of the fropies, fit to grow tes
it beitor than lands now under
that produet ; but cheap snd abundent labour,
is a far more important factor, than suitable land.
The average wages of day labour on Ceylon estates,
runs frcm 4d to 5d. sterling, at the present value
of the rapee, and sny country that has to psy
higher, bad better lot tey planting alone.
Neither Russia nor the United can obtain labour
at this rate, and he can import tea much cheaper
than they can produce it. As both those soun‘rieg
however, go in for the protection of home pro-
doots, a4 the expense of bome consamers, it may
be fearel, that if their experiments are attended
with a fair measure of sucoess, foreign-grown tea,
would be heavily handicapped in their miarkets.”

We gee no immmediate ocause for & fear of this
kind. It is impossible to make tea-growing a paying

‘iadustry oa any large seale, in either Russia or the

United: States.

L ————
INDIAN PATENTS.

Oarcurra, THE 26TH Juny 1894.

Applieations in respect of the undermentioned in-
ventions have been filed durirg the week ending 21st
Jely 1894 i~ :

Tea Rovrnive MaomiXery.—No. 197 of 1894, —Law-
reice Herbert Sutton, of Panitolla, Lakhimpur
Ad-am; Huogineer, of the Jokai Assam T¢a Com-
pasy, Limited, for improvements in tea .rollirg
mzchinery.

MANUFPACTURE Of FouDINg Boxes or Oases.—No
203 of 1804~Jobn Coryton Reberts, of 16, Cromwel
Grove, West Kensington, Liondm, England, Planterl
for improvements in the manufacture of folding hoxes
OF pases, . .

Oz, 1v StTEAM BOILER AND oTHER FuRNACEs.~No,
207 of 1894,—Allan Stewsrt and Chrrles Stewart .
Brassfounders, of Port Ezlinton Brass Fouodry, Glass
gow, Lansrkshire, Scot'and, aud John Farmer, Engi~
peer, of 147, 8t. Andrew’s Road, Pollokshields Rea-
frewshire, Beotland, for improvements in and relati g
to appliances for buraing oil in stesm boiler
and other furnaces. . .

BurNiNeg O1z IN Stmam Boirpr AND OTHER FuRr
NACES.~No. 208 of 1894,—allan Stewart, and Chsrle~
Stewart, Brassfounders of Port Eglinton DBrass
Foundry, in the City and Co. of Glasgow, Scotlands

' aud John Farmer, Epgineer, of 147," 8t; Androws’

Road, Polloksbields, Renfrewshire, Sco'land, for im-
provements in and relativg to appliances for feeding
apd burning oil in steam boiler and ofther furaaces
—Indian Engincer. ) .

CArcutra, THE 2§D -Ave. 1894
Applications in respect of the undermentioned in.
ventions have been filed during the week ending28th
July 1894:— N
PorTaBLE DomusTIC APPLIANCES FOR THE THRESH-
ING oF CEREALS AND OTHER SEpps, &e.—No.216 of
1894.—Jemes Mylne, Zemindar end Indigo Plan’er, of
Behees, in the distriet of Shababad, Bevgal, for
portable domestic app'iances for the threshing of
cereals and other sceds and the prodnction of bhoesa
from tbe straw of the same. - :
Specifiations of the nndermentioned inventions have
been fited nnder the provisions of Act V of 1888 ;o
Bewx Kitss.~—No. 252 of 1893.—Eiward Lennon
Cantwell, Civil Engineer, and Patent Agent; of 5,
Old Post Office § reet, Caleutta, British India, for
improvements in brick kilns. (Filed 18th June 1894.)
MacaINgs,—No. 11 of 1894.—~Jean Alexandre Lacote, -
of 95, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris, in the Republie
of France, Engineer, for improvements in machines
for decorticating ramie and other fibrous plan{s
(Filed 20th July 1894),~Indign Engincer, -
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