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COFFEE GROWING.
“Coffee is being grown now in so many countries,” 

writes a correspondent—“ Borneo, the Straits 
Settlements, Central Africa, Mexico, Colombia, and 
other States of South America, all going into coffee 
planting on a- large scale,—that they must in a few 
years, overflow the markets of the world, and reduce 
prioes to an extent that will allow of no profit, 
to the producer. It was a gloomy time for coffee 
planting in Ceylon in 1816-47. Plantation coffee 
went below 40a per ewt. In those bad times, 
many estates were abandoned, or sold for 
one-tenth of what they had cost, and this rush 
into coffee, at bo many centres, is likely to lead 
to like results in a few years.”

But what about cheap labour ? Will it not tell 
in  coffee—as in tea—growing, and justify Ceylon 
men doing what they can with Liberian or with 
small fields of Arabian coffee 7

Permit me here to contradict the statement tha 
once manors your tea yon mast always manure it* 
I t does not hold good with tea nor did it with coffee 
although the latier did look “ shack” after heavy 
crop whether the crop was tbe result of manure or not.

NEWS FROM THE CENTRAL PROVINCE: 
PLANTING AND OTHERWISE.

( Notes by “ Wanderer,”)
August 9th.

B r i t i s h  N o e t i i  B o b n e o .—I  notice that in tbe 
Sandaikan District the nationality of labor em­
ployed on tobacco estates was aB follows :—

Chinese .................................1,548
Native . .  .. ... i, 224

'Prioes paid for Borneo tobacco—2-75, 2.50 and 1.52 
guilders, the Company has declared a dividend of 
12 per cent 92-93, and the profits 1893-94 will 
permit one Or two of the Tobacco Companies to 
declare much larger dividends.

C o f f e e .— A la s  I  the coffee bushes on most of 
.the estates in Dimbula and Dikoya that promised 
to give good crops are now attacked by. bag and 
leaf disease. The worst of these attacks of bug 
on coffee where -tea is planted is that the tea 

. plants are quite blackened, and must suffer also.

BIG  FIELDS OF TEA.
The following is worth noting as the result of 

Using cattle manure. Three fields Nos. 1, 2 and 3 
were all pruned last year in February when all 
blackened from the frost.
No. 1 Had not beeu pinned for 2 years before 
No. 2 do do li- do
No. 3 do do 1 do
1 These are adjoining fields:

No. I  bad be on manured with cattle manure the 
preceding year. No. 2 has been manured with the 
same maume since, No. 3 baa never been manured.
I would remark here that this is a'l splendid tea s of 
the three, No. 3 has the best soil, and looks as good 
aB the manured tea ; a splendid cover. But while 
Nos. 1 and 2, the manured fields, are still flushing as 
well as the weatuer permits, No. 3 is blossoming 
and shooting up and needs pruning at once. No.
3 is. the best sheltered. The average yield of 
the fields is. over 700 lb. per acre per annum. 
N o.l field isvery still clay ; a d  kk chocolate. At first 
I  feared 'tea would not grow there, owiBg, to the stiff­
ness of the toil clinging in lumps to tbe coolies’ 
numotiea and tbe constant supplying nee led, the frost 
from which it Buffered every year, killing the sma ler 
plftuts out altogether and the la-ger down to the 
ground. These larger plants would then throw out 
shoots all ronnd the collar and from the roots. At
4 years tha field looked like a one year old clearing:
and several planters said it would never grow tea. 
But I  forked tbe ground over, and applied freshly 
slaked.lime before it bat lost its caustic state, and 
while it burnt the coolies hands. The result was 
grunt! I t  grew so rapidly and thickly that since then 
the frost baa only affeoted the tops of tbe bashes, I 
gad they shelter, the supplies. 1

PLANTING AND PRODUCE.
S i b  AsrnaosE S h e a  a n d  B a h a m a  F i b b e .—In an 

article entitled “ The Komance of a Governorship,” 
the P a li M a il Gazette ca'ls attention to the labour of 
Sir Ambrose Sbei m connection with the fibre indus­
try of the Bahamas. It soys; “ When Sir Ambrose 
first went out os Governor the inlustries of the 
popula'i- n of tbe island's, some 50,000 eouls, eonsis* 
ted of sponge fishing, which was not too remunerative 
a calling, and fruit cultivation, which was still more 
precarious a trade. Indeed, the islands were living 
from hmd to mouth, and a state of intense depres­
sion prevailed. Ills Kxetllency had not long been 
in the colony when one day a man came into hie 
office carrying a bundle. Sit Ambrose, wbo evidently 
poiseeses an observant eye, fastened it not so much 
upon the contents of tbe bundle as upon the rough 
piece of rope wi.b which it was tied. Unless all his 
shipping experience was betraying him the rope was 
Manilla. So he asked the man where he got that 
cord from. ‘ It grew in my garden, your Excellency, 
was the reply. Sir Ambroie, according to the man’s 
subsequent narrative of the inoident, thought 
he was being ‘ stuced,’ and spoke somewhat 
sternly, ‘ Why, there’s plenty of it in yoar Excellency’s 
own grounds,' insisted the man with tbe bundle. 
Sir Ambrose doubtless now knew, that had there 
been any idea of a joke at the outset, it would have 
been dropped at tbe stage at which it brought a frown 
to his brow. Greatly surprised at this news he 
allowed himself to be condacled into the grounds, 
where the sisal plant was pointed out to him. Upon 
examination of the haves of the plant he at onos 
detected its fibrous appearance. Ho took a few leaves 
indoors, scraped off their surfaces, and picktd out from 
them beautiful long fibres five or six feet in length. 
To s iy that his Excellency was astounded would be a 
feeble way of describing his feelings. This sisal p ant 
was held id detestation in tbe colony. I t overran tha 
vegetable gardens, and strangled the yams and the 
sweet potatoes.

AS A l a d d i n ' s  L a m p .— Attempts had been made t o  
root it out of tbe islands, and, these having failed, 
equally unsuccessful efforts had been made to burn it 
out. Yet Sir Ambrose coull see that this plant Wag 
going to be a genuine Aladdin’s lamp to the colony, a 
source of endless wealtb. He hinted something of 
this sort to some of his acquaintances, but one and 
all, as politely as might be declined to believe hie 
Excellency. It was an article of belief in the is­
lands that every new Governor bad bis owa 
particular fad. This, then, was Sir Ambrose’s, 
they said. He would so an get tired of it, they hoped 
if his hobby W a s  not encouraged by any aggressive 
opposition, so they all looked on a little oynioally 
wine the Governor busied himself about this precious 
pant. Even the niggers were incredulous. ‘You've 
been treading gold under your feet,’ he observed t o  
a gioup of them one day. They did not like to dis­
believe so great a personage aj the Governor, but 
even a nigger has a certain amount of self-respect) 
and they coul i not swallow that. Bo they assumed - 
a mystified look, and tacitly wondered bow the mis­
sionaries bad overlooked tbe moral welfare of the 
Gcv.rucr so unaccountably. But later on, when they 
found all their sisal plants were being bougat up 
eagerly by operators, and were in strong demand, 
they turned to one another with staring eyes 
and open mouths, while tbe old men of the 
families sagaciously remarked, ‘I  'specs die 
ere sisal plant ia whst de Gubnor was tellln' 

us about When be says we was treidiu’ the gold' under 
cur feet.’ The niggers are not in want bf Boy.in­
formation about the plant now ...........
of the uarratiye.
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D e v e l o p i n g  t h e  In d u s t b y .—Si* Ambrose came 
tek to England to raise capital for the development 
of this new source of wealth, and brought with him 
samples of the plant, which tbe Kew Gardens people 

, declared to be the best fibrous leaves they htd ever 
seen. Thus encouraged, Sir Ambrose soon get h's 
capitalists. He organised asysttm of ten-ytar allotments 
and put 100,000 acres of Crown lands into the scheme. 
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain took 20,000 acres; Mr. 
Courage, the brewer of a company in which Lord 

• Denbigh is conci med, and a big Newfoundland com­
pany, all took substantial holdings, and it was not 
long before the entire huudred thousand acres were 
taken up. Land which was difficult to sell at 5s. the 
acre now commands four dollars, and tbe result is a 
fine fund under the oontrol of tbe Imperial QoVrra- 
ment for the making of roads, harbour--, ana other 
publio works. U pO D  returning to t o Bahamas, Bir’Am- 
brose despatched a commissioner to Yucatan. There had 
been a similar industry there, which bad resulted injthe 
making of some enormous fortuois, during tbe last 
thirty years. Bo rumour sa d, at least; and tbe commis­
sioner went to see to what extent these sto ie., could be 
verified, for the statements in some cases seemed too fa­
bulous for credence. The commissioner returned with a 
report to the effect that the whole thing was true. The 
samp'es of the Xuo'atan plants which he biought back, 
moreover were very inferior to the Bahamas variety. The 
latter indeed have proved to be from 25 to 30 per cent su­
perior. After this the new industry wa3 taken up en­
thusiastically.”

Appabently Fabulous, but TbuB.—“ Sir Ambrose 
distributed tbe allotments in such a way that tin re 
was no crowding, and no competition on the port 
Of the holders far their neighbours’ labourers. 
The syst- m is something like a revival of a pleasant 
form of feudalism. Ip case the colonials should awake 
and think the English investors were making too good 
a thing out of tbo islands, Sir Ambrose gave to all 
beads of families who had neither land nor present 
means of purchasing it ten-aore lots, ta be paid fer 
Out of the fi-st crop. This year there will he a mode­
rate export, wh’le next year the exports should reaob 
2,600 tons and go on increasing at the rate of abont
2,000 tens yearly. The estimated val re of £20 p r 
ton mentioned by Sir Ambrose is, I belli ve, a very 
low one, f r the fibre is to fine that it is 
likely to get into linen fabrics and eo on, increas­
ing materially both its value and the demand for 
it. There people with the ten-acre lots cun leave 
the Cultivation to tbe Women and children, and yet 
benefit more than £100 a year therefrom. The pros­
perity of the islands is felt by the very poorest man 
there, and in time the colony threatens to give the 
World an object-lesson in what happens to a community 
which is too well iff. Ode matter which gave Sir 
Ambrose Shea, in his organisation of tbe industry, con- 
sidirable anxiety, was the absence of any satisfactory 
labour-saving appliances. Bat now a New York man 
has invented a scutchiDg machine, which separates the 
fibre from the v. getable, pa't if  the leaf bo rapidly that 
leaves may te picked in the morning, and the fibre 
from thepa ready for shipment in the evening. Two 
women, one at each end of tbe machine, can separate 
from 1.6G0 to"2,000 lb. of fibre per dav. Last year the 
firnit yield was a complete failure, and the colony must 
have been famine-stricken but for tbe fisal plant. 
Sir Ambrose Shea had applications from all the ends 
of the earth for plants, but in tbe interests of the 
islands he peBsed a law prohibiting the exportation Of 
the plants. Regarded in the light of the fiscal princi- 
piiswhich now obtain, such a Jaw appears a little 
heterodox; but the ease has special 0 rcumttances, 
end the Colonial Office have confirmed Sir Ambrose’s
pronouncement.”

C o f f e e  nr R ussia.—We learn from St. Petersburg 
that a tobacco grower in the Kuban district of the 
Caucasus lust year sowed four grains of Mocha coffee, 
which be had procured from Poti, where it bad failed 
to realise expectations. Two grains died, but the 
ether two gave eight hundred berries. These eight 
hundred being planted out have produced seven hun­
dred fine healthy bushes, from which an excellent little 
ppepie expected shortly.—H. and C, Mail, July 37,

A WARNING TO “ WOULD-BE T EA  
PLANTERS IN  WESTERN LANDS:”

TEA IN THE UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA..
An old planter writes:—'* There are millions of 

acres, in and out of the tropics, fit to grow tea; 
much ot it better than lands now under 
that product; hut cheap and abundant labour, 
is a far more important factor, than suitable land. 
The aver6 go wages of day labour on Ceylon estates, 
runs from 4d to 5d. sterling, at the present value 
of the rupee, and any country that haa to pay 
higher, bad better let tei planting alone. 
Neither Russia nor the United can obtain labour 
at this rate, aad he can import tea much cheaper 
than they can produce it. As both those ooun riea 
however, go in for the protection of home pro­
ducts, at the expense of home consumers, it may 
be feared, that if their experiments are attended 
with a fair measure of success, forcign-grown tea, 
would be heavily handicapped in their markets.1’ 

We see no immediate cause for a fear of this 
kind. It is impossible to make tea-growing a paying 
industry on any large soale, in either Russia or the 
United- States.

INDIAN PATENTS.
Calcutta, the 26th J uly 1894.

Applications in respect of the undermentioned in­
ventions have been filed durirg the week ending 21st 
Jely 1894:—

T ea R olling Machinery.—No. 197 of 1894.—Law­
rence Herbert Sutton, of Panitolla, Lakhimptir 
As-am, Engineer, of the Jokai Assam Tea Com­
pany, Limited, for improvements in tea rollir g 
machinery.

Manufacture of Folding Boxes or Oases.—N o 
203 of 1894—John Coryton Roberts, of 16, Cromwel 
Grove, West Kensington, London, England, Planterl 
for improvements in the manufacture of folding boxes 
or cases.

Oil  in  Steam Boiler and other F urnaces.—No, 
£07 of 1894.—Allan Stewsrt and Ch»rles Stewart 
Brasf-fonnders, of Fort Eglinton Brass Foundry, Glas­
gow, Lanarkshire, Scot'and, and John Farmer, Engi­
neer, of 147, St- Andrew's Road, P-dlokshields Ren­
frewshire, Scotland, for improvements in and relati g 
to appliances for burning oil in steim boiler 
and other furnaces.

Burning Oil  in  Steam Boiler and other F ur­
naces.—No. 208 of 1894.—Allan Stewart, and Gharle- 
Stewart, Brassfounders of Fort Egliuton Brass 
Foundry, in the City and Co. of Glasgow, Soo'iands 
and John Farmer, Engineer, of 147,' St; Andrews’ 
Road, Pollokshields, Renfrewshire, Sro1 land, for im­
provements in and relating to appliances for feeding 
and burning oil in eteam boiler and other furnaces 
—Indian Engineer.

Calcutta, the 2nd Aug. 1894. 
Applications in respect of the undermentioned In­

ventions have been filed daring tbe week ending 28th 
Ju ly  1894:—

P ortable D omestic Appliances for the Thresh­
ing  o f  Cereals and other Seeds, &c.—No. 216 of
1894.—James Mylne, Zemindar and Xudigo Plan'er, of 
Behees, in the district of Shahabad, Bengal, for 
portable domestic app’ianees for the threshing of 
cereals and other seeds and the production of hhoos.t 
from tbe straw of the same.

SpeeiSations of the undermentioned inventions have 
been filed under the provisions of Act Y of 1888 

Bbiok Kilns.—No. 252 of 1893.—Edward Lennon 
Cantwell, Civil Engineer, and Patent Agent, of 5, 
Old Post Office S reel, Calcutta, British India, for 
improvements in brick kilns- (Filed l8th June 1894.} 

Machines.—No. 11 of 1894.—Jean Alexandre Laeote, - 
of 95, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris, in the Republic 
of France, Engineer, for improvements in machines 
for decorticating ramie and other fibrous plants 
(Fjled 20th July 1894},—Indies Engineer,


