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which they bound themselves.not to glunhue bemp
except ofa spedified guality as to weight, colour, &o.
sod arranged that in case of dissgresmens as to the
gpa.lity of the porohasable article, the hemp shonld
o submitted $o the ‘judgment of experts, and all the
signatories bonnd themselyes to observe. the eoudition
of she sirecular. The effect of this circnlar has already
been felt in the improvement of the guslity of hemp
produced for export; an improvement which is likely
to continue. There i a_large decrease of the bemp
exports o the United States and Cansda, smounting
to 171,613 bales, while there is an increase of export
to Great Britain, Australia, China, and California.
The Manila hemp is, asis well known, manulactured
from the musa textilis, a species of bavana, for which
the goil .and climate of the .islands are favourable,
88 they are aleo to other textile plants peculiar to
these islands; one of these is a species of the pine-
apple which produces a fine fibre from which . ave
made extremety delicate gauze textares ealled pina,
. slmost transparent, which is a great favourite with the
natives, The export of island-made cordage bas in-
creagsed during the past year; the greater portion of
it gouvsto China. There is a project afloat of emtab.
listung au Eunglish rope factory in the islands, which
oughs to be suocesstul—~Consular Report for 1898.
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DEVICES FOR TRAPPING INSECTS,
RATS, AND THIEVES,

The Boston Journal of Commerce hes wade. the
following extrants from patents which havebeen granted
for trapping insects, xodents, and thieves:~

* Contrivances for catohing inpects are more nume-
rous than any othera, One of them is.a furnace for
stanghtering.potato bugs. To begin with, & deep and
wide. farrow is to be plougbed all round an intested
field ; shrough ~this trench s smooth log is. dragged to
wake the surfage hard and smooth. The bugs in
migratiog to other grounds mre unable to soale the

trench, s;gd the.furvace, which isa eylinder of iron -

" filled with fuel, is drawn elong the furrow and destcoys
them. Otber odd dev.ces are cariridges intended to
be ingerted in the montbs of ant-holes. and to be fired
thus commuvicating stifling vagonrs 1o the subter-

_ranesn chambers, also many kinds of lamps for
stiracting and burniog up the moths of varions worms
in cotton fields. There is & toy pistol for intects,
which sgoks them in when the trigger is pulled. |

“An ingevions Westerner has invented a trap for
catohing the horn fly, which is such an enemy to
eattle in some parts of the country, It consists mosk
importantly of a great frame to which brush isattached
in such a manner that when the beasts walk throygh,
eager, a9 they always are to scrach themselves, the
flies will be soraped from their bodies by the branches.

Finally the frame is closed up by means of doers snd -

the eaptured insects are destroyed. Nearly everyhody

has bedrd of the gold tapeworm .tiap, which the

patient swallows. Bedbug traps are of several
variegies, all of them being in:ended to aford at-
tractive hiding places for thuse bloodsnckers and to
be burned or scalded out afterward. '

“Much ingenuity has been expended in rat iraps:
Some of them are so elaborate that no full-witted
rodent wonld go near them. One requires Mr. Rat to
come in through a door, which dropa behind him and
makes him a prisoner, Secing a bright light above, he as-

csnds A fl-ght of little-steps and trots across s small plank °

that is s0 nmiesly adjusted as to balance thst his
weight eauses itto tip and throw him into a tank of
water. Another eontrivance consists of a double
thamker, Onechamber has a glass end through which
\x. Rat sees bwo or three imitationsnta having a nice
fime with a bit of cheese, Wishing to- join them, he

mas arpund the box, gets into the other chamber |

apd is eaughe,
. " There
ﬁn‘mmmg the purpose of Juring Mr. Rat to his fate.
¢ mounts on top of o barrel and sees a toothsome bit
of cheese. Au-he spproaches it he beholde another
¥ieni~ig reslity bis own seflechion jo & pisce of

of the world, and hy the way to. investigabe

looking-glass—gooming for the cheese from the opposite
direction. He makesa dash 1o get there first, and &
fivoted board drops bim into the caslk, which is half
fnil of water, Ratswi'l swim for a long time, so ond
humanitarian bas patented s witer trsp with little
shelves aroundthe edge and just aboye the suiface:
On the shelves ate pladed small lead weights with
fish-hooks bauging from tbem. The esptured ratin
trying %o esrape grarps ome of the hooks, gets it
fastened in his month, dislodwes the piece. of lead}
and is carried to the bottom by the latter.

“OF greater interest are contrivances for catching.
thieves. One of them is designed to disconrage bank,
smeaks. The sneak pubts bis band in through the
teller’s window, and uvintentionally sctuates &
mechanisa which causes a slide with spikes to close
suddénly spon bis paw and impale it. A trap of &

somewhat similar character is a steel shuiter for s

house window, so disgnised with covering ang fringes
a8 to look like an. orlinary curtain. If a burglar
tries  to enter at niphi, it shnts ‘down upon him, the
spikes hidden by the fringe helpng to bold bim. fast.”
St. James's Budget. .

A . ROUND-THE-WORLD TRIP
INVESTIGATING TROPICAL
AGRICULTURE."

At present thereisin ouyr midst s young gentle.
man, who arrived in Colombg on Monday from Eng-
land, who has been travelling for some timo all
over the planting world, snd is now on his wa¥
to Indis, Mr. F. Caley Swith, of Adelaide, te.
presents the Adelaide Register, the Melbourne Argus,
Sydney Morning Herald, Aucklend Herald, and
the - Pacific Rural Press of San Fraucigeo. Tha
object Mr. Smith has had in view mors egpe-
cially is to report on the wine producing distriata
tropical agrieulturs.in view of introduoing the san
into Australia where aiready a number of his Irigxﬁg
are in the work. He has alrerdy.visited the United:
States, Canada, the: Oape, Englsnd, Germany, [ialy,
8yria, Egypt, ¢tc. He wonsiders that: -for seientifia
sgrisplture the Grermans are before all other peoples
but that the Americans aro not' far behind. Great

Britain ig entirely out of the. running, many
of the CUolonies far onistripping her in jractissl

sgrienlture, Mr, Smith intends -before leaving
E’f India to go upsountry, to Kandy and Nuwazp
iyR..
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CEYLON SEASON REPORTS FOR
AUGUST, ; :
From the abstract of the Season Reports for
the month ended Aungust 3lst, 1894, published
in Friday's} .Gazétte, we make the following
extracts : — ;
Colombo  District—Shonld the present unfavonys
able weather continue the *muttes” crop in Alute
kora korale south will be & poor one. Jakfruit, breads
fruit, snd plaataing are scaree -and dear. Cnowmber
and sugarcanes are plentiful. The coconut crop s
below the average; prices vary from R3D to R40 a
thousand nuis, | o A
Alutkura Kora'e North.—Vegetibles are scarce apd
dear. Coconut crops poor; prices good.-
Hapitigam kora'e.~ During the menth thero was romia

| rain, but not sufficient for cultivaticn purposes. Plan-

taing are tcorce and dear. For waat of snfficient rain
tome fields -have een abandoped.

Vegetables other than jak and breadfrait are plentiful
and cheap in Ka'utara Totumund and Rayigam korale,

| bat ¢é in Pasdan . Plantainsg itat i
are & number of -devices which employ | ut searce in Pasdun korsle, Plantaing are plentiful in

Kalutars Totumuva, but dear. Betel ouitivation jis
carriod on exfensivély in Rayigam korale. The coconug.

- crop is fair} prices R30 te B35 a thousand, Apontbrg.k

of cattle muiraid ie reported from Welipenna jg

| Pegdnm-Waldllawitti korale,



