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Nitrogen in rice cultivation favours its yield and grain quality attributes when 
a p p lie d  at the required quantity. The Department o f Agriculture (DOA) has introduced 
L e a f  C o lo u r  Chart (LCC) as a tool which indicates plant N requirement. However, some 
fa rm e rs  in the region still believe that this technique could lead to supply sub-optimum 
lev e l o f  N affecting both grain yield and quality. Hence, a yield trial with At 362 variety 
w as  c o n d u c te d  in three farmers’ fields’ in the southern region representing both Dry and 
W e t z o n es  o f  the reg io n  to test whether LCC based N application provides optimum level 
o f  N to  th e  crop without any adverse effects and yield performance. This study has 
c o n firm e d  that LCC based N application does not cause grain yield or its quality in the 
te s te d  lo c a tio n s . However, before making a strong conclusion this study needs to repeat 
a c ro ss  w id e  array o f rice growing environments in the region.


