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TEA AND SCANDAL
Tea i Tea! only Tea ! (Parody on Thee I Thee I only 

Thee ! by T. Moore.) -
She dawn of the morn, the daylight’s b tailing,
Five’s cos; hoar shall find me drinking 

r Of, Tea, Tea, only Tea I t
When friends a re  met. and caps go round, 
sand-scandals fresh  have all enchanted,

When b a tte r 'd  toast is  bravely browned.
My Soul, like Stiggin-’s is haunted 

By Tea, Tea, only Tea 1 
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When crispy curls the breakfast bacon.
Coffee by me shall be forsaken,

For Tea, Tea, only Tea!
Like ocean, which by light or dark,
Gulps down the rivere, resting never,
The oup th a t cheers when cares do oark 

I  sip or sing of, dotfog ever 
On Tea, Tea, only Tea!

I have no Joy hut of its bringing,
And hcrves themselves seem nice when springing 

prom  Tea, Tea, only Teal 
Tea’e spell there’s naught on earth can break 

(Though Tea-cupB can alas ! be broken) ;
Bohea the  toper’s seom may wake;

By me  lor ave th e  praise be spoken 
Of Tea, Tea, only Teal—[Pnnck, Jime 1th, 1881.]

1 have at last, af ter much hunting and enquiry found 
the wonderful letter to a friend against the use of 
Tea, by John Wesley, towhioh Walter Besant refers 
in hfs ‘ London.’ It is too long to give here, but I 
hope to send it to yon separately for the T. a . sem e  
time. Meanwhile l  give yon one result of it; Adam 
Clarke, i»L,D. in a letter to a Preaoher in 1813 thus 
w r it e s “Shun tea drinking visits;; these in general, 
murder time and nan answer no good purpose either 
to your body or soul, Ifyongoont this way at any 
timp, Jet It be only Where yon have every reason 
to believe your visit is likely to be useful to the souls 
of the people. Bat is it likely • to be very useful 
where thereiBa large p a r ty ! Thirty years ago I met with 
Mr. Wesley’s letter on tea. I  read it and resolved 
front that hour to drink no more of the juice of 
that herb till I  could answer his arguments and 
objections. I  have seen that tract but once since, yet 
from that day until now I have not drank a cup of 
Tea or Coffee. For these things I mostly found a 
substitute in the morning, and when 1 oonld not I 
cheerfully wentjwlthout breakfast; and in their place 
I never took anything in the evening. . By this line 
of conduct I have not only joined hands with Cod to 
preserve a feeble constitution, but I can demonstrate 
that I have actually saved whole years of time, which 
otherwise must have been irrecoverably lost, and— 
perhaps my soul with them, for I have often had 
occasion to observe that tea-drinking visits open the 
flood-gates ef various temptations. How oan those 
exclaim against needless self-indulgenoeaad waste of 
time who go out do enoh occasions in the evenings! 
It is it mystery to me which I never wish to be able 
to unravel, how men can aet in this way, and preach 
afterwards ! I have often wondered that this matter 
ia never spoken of to the young preachers when they 
are admitted- But Who oan with propriety ware them 
against ibis evil ? only those who are gnilties's ; and 
where are they? Alas I alaa! do not we make a 
great outcry against evils, however discreditable to 
tag as Christians and ministers, which are in themselves 
and in their consequences of little moment in com­
parison of this epidemio and dangerOas disorder? 
But if ear own oonduct in this respect reproach ns, 
shonld we, while honest men withhold the word of 
esntion and advioe from our brother ?”

W riting  like the  above, tends to  do more harm than 
good, I  shonld say ,and  bears o a t w hat George E . Sims 
complains of in  h is Ballads of Babylon under th e  
title  of .THK DIlINKEh’S DIBBE.

x
There’s death in  th e  Teapot, there’s death in the jug s 
Try a  drain of cold water, death lurks in  the  mug.. i<T<We*MflwaantoaMWBwaftS-fy**- -a,-,There are death end disease-to Mil*; water, add Tea.

From the lead th a t la  “  waters ’’ Is lurking I  shrink— 
Oh, tell me, good doctors, what, what can I  drink 1 
From  th e  worship of Bacchus a convert I 'd  be,
Yet you bid me beware of Milk, Water and Tea.
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How a  total-abstainer's to live isn’t  clear.
For his conscience forbids him Wine, Spirits and Beer, - 
And soience commands' us from death he Should flee 
From those poisonous liquids. Milk, W ater and Tea.

1
In  trying from all things our lips to debar,
Hasn’t  science just galloped bis hobby too far ?
Let the nervous go thirsting, to e ; shan't frighten me 
With this nonsense concerning Milk, W ater and Tea.

Since quoting that wretohed man, Walsh, last week, 
I find that he has cribbed another part of his book 
from ’’The Art of Tea and Tea Blending,” published by 
Wbittingham & Ob. I  need not give you samples as 
they are of the same bold, untwisted quality as tha 
last break. But here are some other amusing extracts 
which almost look like his own composition. At p. 
38 he says :—“ By botanists it ia termed Thea, this 
last name being adopted by Linn tens for the rake 
of its Greek orthography being exactly that of Oex~  
a Goddess—a coincidence doubtless quite acceptable 
to thpBe who use and enjoy the beverage ns it deserves.” 
Oea is the nearest approach the American compositors 
could make to the Greek form Thea (9ea).

Again at p. 117 be s a y s “ Ceylon tens derive their 
trade names from the estates er plantations on which 
they ere grown, being classed commercially as 
‘ Loosandnris,’ * Matagalae,’ 1 Euan wallas,’ ‘ Blands* 
lojjas,’ (sic!); 1 Bakuwana,’ ‘MadulBUma,’ the finest 
being prodnoed io the districts of Dimbnla and 
Doloabage.”

On Tuesday I took my children down to Amersham 
for a spring-flower hunt. The balmy air was delicious, 
and we were amply rewarded by armfnls of wild- 
hyacinth or bine-bell, yellow archangel or weasel* 
snout, bngle, cuokoo-flower, greater etiteb-wort, violet, 
&e., &o., and sweet woodruff,. Of this last Anne Pratt 
rays :—“ Dr. Wallioh says that its flowers, infnsed 
in .water, make a tea far superior to the Chinese 
teas.” In Amersham village I saw advertised two new 
Ceylon teas—P alm yra and Satteuiattie ! Close to the 
Railwtty at Wembley Park we saw that the rival to the 
Eiffel Tower had reached itB fltBt stage.

The only indication that I hare as yet discovered as 
to Shakespeare drinking Tea is iuJn liu s Caesar, Aet 1 
See. Hit, where Cassius says—evidently referring to 
Tea-leaves and Etna—“Why you Bhall find that- 
heaven hath infnsed them with these spirits-” Ho 
doubt I shall find many more such references, '

A. M. F bhqdson.

R ep l ie s  (23,579) Gems (to Ceylon”).—Beryl Is the 
name of a family of mineral Crystals, otherwise named 
in several varieties, according to colour, as under, end 
they ere all the same stoneTransparent and bluish 
(beryl) are the most numerous; not very highly vain- 
able; sea-green (aquamarine), if large, ere of consider­
able value; deep-green (the emerald) are very valuable, 
some priceless. Ho red ones are known,—Emebald 
I sle.—Ibid.

UUhbJBilfi AND CACAO IN JAVA.
The report of the Company Wonomerto mentions 

that the ooftee cultivation suffered much from in­
sects, but the eoeoa cultivation has a more favour­
able prospect, end will therefore be extended. The 
balance-sheet was approved, but no profit end loss 
aecount oan be produced as yet. A proposal to 
igsue a 6 per cent bonded loan was adopted. The 
Deh-Batavia Company will pay Id per cent, and 
the Senembah Company 6 4-10 per eent dividend.— 
L, anAC. Express.


