GARLIC
A PRDMISING CROP FOR UP CQOUNTRY DRY ZONE

I Devasabai & S P R Weerasinghe

Agricultural Research Station
Bandarawela

Garlic is a popular condiment. It is cultivated in
the dry areas, within elevations of 3000 to 400C ft. In
Badulla district (Welimada, Palugama, Keppetipola, Hewana
Kumbura areas of Upper Uva) and Nuwara Eliya district
(Ragala, Walapane, and Hanguranketha) garlic has been tra

iticnally cultivated. | |

We annually dmport about 35,000 owts. of garlic
worth approximetely Rs. 2,900,000. We can be self-suffi
cient in garlic, if we cultivate 2000 acres and obtain an
average yield of 2000 iks/Acre.

Garlic is valued as a spice. The unigue pungency
of garlic makes it a valuable flavouring and seasoning
agent for various fcod preparations. Garlic is a popular
househald remedy for treatment of simple ailments, due to
its medicinal properties. .

Cultivation :

Garlic is propagated by planting cloves, These are
the szall buibletsz, making wp the whole garlic bulb.Usual
planting season ig April/May or October/November, The soil
must be soft and friable for easy inserticn of cloves.Use
raised beds of small size (usually 8'x4') to facilitate
weeding and cultural operations., Spacing is 6 ~ 8 inches
between rows &and 3 -4 inches in the row. Insert cloves
in an upright positicon, with the tops just visible above
the soil surface.
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Ifrigation and Fertilizer Use :

Irrigate the crop during its early stages. Apply in-
organic fertilizers and cattle manure to get high yields..

In Yala 1975, effects of fertilizer application and
plant density on growth and yield of two cultivars was
studied. In this trial the highest yield of 33115 Lbs/Acre
was obtained when single cloves were planted spaced 3 inch
es apart (in the row.) A fertilizexr mizture of Nitrogen
40 Lbs/Acre,Phosphorus (P20 ) 40 Lbs/Acre and Potassium
(Ké 0} - 40 Lbs/Acre,was uSed. In this trial spacing bet
ween rows was 12inche .

buring Yala 1277, a trial was conducted, to compare
vield of a local selection from XKeppetipola and variety
introduced from Thailand., Results are given below :-

. Effect of Fertilizer Level on Yield
{Lbs / Acre)

Keppatipola Thailand
Selection  Introduc

_ tion

Pl = 30 Lbs N/Ac +
Compost - 4873 3784
N:P:K; 200:50:50/A¢. - 4264 3614
CN:P:K; 200:100;:;100/Ac. 3887 2587

bulbs of Keppetipola selecticn wexs much larger and unifom
than the other variety.The results show that in up-countxy
dry zone garlic can give high yields, when a moderate level
of nitrogen (30 Lbs.N/Acre) and compost is usdd.

Harvest and Yield :

3% ~ 4 months after planting, when the 1eaves.turn
yellow, harvest the crop. For high yields, a cool dry cli
matic condition is ideal.
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