Conclusion

“rom the corvey results, it is clear that the radlo,
leaflets and neighbours have served ss 1mportant sources af
of agrlcultural information for farmers, complementing
the work.of the extension service. Many farmers had
learnt modern agricultural technclogiss from their neigh-
bours. In summary, the. results suggest the benefits of .

a cembinntion of both radio programmes and the act1v1ties
of the agricultural extension service in educating farmars
on modern agricultural technulogies. :
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Introducti&n~
Tamsto (Lycoparqlcon -esculontum) is one of the

" most important . vegetables. in the world. It originated

. in Peru, Latin America., All cultivted tomato varieties
descend .from seeds taken from Latin America by Spanish

and Portugese merchants, during the 16th century (Villa-

real, 1979).  Tomato. was grown in.England by 1580 largely

as a curznqzty.' However, it was discovered that the

Mexxcan Innians consumed tomato long before the Europeans.

fometo is an appetizing vegetable containing some
of the key nutrients such as. vitamin A, ascorbic acid,
some p?otexn and 1ron.{ Tomato also ranks first in perish—



Varietivss

Icmato had been named" Frcm time to time as Peruvian
apple, G2ldzn apple, Love apple and Mad apple, based on
. varioug myths and beliefs in dlfferent countires., It
had alsa! been called the "poor man's orange” in the

United Statesﬂl

Tomatc, like most other fruit varieties come in
sssorted shapes ang sizes, Cherry tomato from Ecuador,
(and Peru) having small sweet fruits in clusters was
possibly the ultimate ancestor of cultivated tomatoes.

. The Fruit tomato is very juicy and almost seedless.
-Italian plum tomatoc is sweet and coarse centered; the

Oxheart is large and pink or yellow coloured; the Pear

tomato is so named for- its shape and is red or yellow.

- The smallest is the Current tomato or German raisin

which belongs to a separate species, 8. Pinnpinelifolium.

Utilizatien: .

Diffzrent Lomato varieities serve different wpur- -
pases such as processxng and for “he fresh market,
Tomatoes can be grown . in the open or in Green houses,
supported by stakes or without it.

In most countries the dnterminate type of tomato
varieties are used for processing fruits whereas the
indetermirte types are utilized s table tomato.

The size and shape of fruits are important in fresn
~market tomato, whereas the flesh colour or pigmentation
is an es=nrtial fcature of varieties used for processing.

Productiong

Of more than 108 species of vegetable crops select-
ed for intensive study in tne Asian countries, tomato
ranie. first. Thz leiding tomato. producers of the world
are in tle temperate regions, where the highest yxelds '
are recorded. . iTomato production in tropics however is
-only one fourth of those: praduced in. temperate regions
in relation tao. the extent. Alsa thes yield per unit
area is low in the tropics, averaging about less than
50% of "™~a ,iz21d obtained in temperate regions, (ANON,
1984). Thailand as well as Sri Lanka are among the ‘wmart
lowest, when: v1eld per unit area of each country is '
-compared. .

- Reszarch and improvement:

?ada;, there are new temato rcultivars and hybrlds
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-iuhxch can hc grown in climatcs - far different from
. ~their site of origin (Villareal., 1979). In guneral
- ~the low yicld of- tomato in thc- tropics .is duc
+-to high tcmpcraturc cxccss or very low moisturc
"“and somc major- discascs likc bactcrial wiilt.

_Also, thc usc  of unadapted varicties, lack ™ of
: -appropriate. cultural practiccs during both dry
."and wct scasons arc somc constraints’ to tomato

production.

: The stepwisoc breeding' programmec initiated
. st the Asian- Vogotablc Research and Dcvelopment
_ CCntrc (AVRDC) in. Taiwsn has ‘rcsulted in new breed-

1ng lincs suitable for the lowland 'humid ttoplcs.
The arc morc tolcrant to bactcrial wilt, heat
and drought. "New components  like rcsxstancc to
important discases, and improved fruit quality arc
now being 1ncorporatcd and tomato breeding programmcs

'(Dpcnaa 1985)

r

- In Sr1 Lanka, tomato is a goo( income gencrat-
. ing vecgotablc crop. It is morc appropriatc to

" identify. suitsble tomato varlctlcs for . processing
as well as for the fresh market. This could cxpand
the cultivation and open morc avenucs for processcd
produeta such "as Kectchups, ‘Sourcce and tomato juice
as a frcsh drink. . .

. .. (This . rcvicw is bascd on the 5th Thailand
out reach-. programmcs/hVRBC training programmc
- on Advancid Yegetable ‘Production hcld ‘in Theiland
“from ﬂct., 1986-Fcb.,1987 ) S
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