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DR. TRIMENS HANDBOOK TO THE
FLORA OF CEYLON :—PART IL

! We now fulfil our promise ol giving a certain
pumber of extrasts from the second part of this
valuable work indieative of its general interest
snd usefulness. Wa have followed no special
plan in making these selections, and we have
omitted the scientific references snd the full
detailed technieal deseriptions, only giving ths
popular remarks appended in' the ease of each
plent, Thess will be found, by our planting readers
especially, and by all who are interested ia the
vegetation around them, te be both insbruetive
‘and profitable. We quote some examples as fol-
lows:—

?Grotézlmia' Walkeri, Arn. in Ac*. Acad. Nai. Cur.
xviii. 328 (1836.) Plate xxvi. —

Moutane zone, eapecially at the higher elevations ;
rather common, scrambling over buaghes like a
olimber. Fi. all the year, especially: in December and
January ; bright golden yellow, :

Eodemie (?) i

A very orvamental plant, well worth cnlt@vs’_mon.
Differs from (C. semperflorens, Vent, C. Wallichiana,
W. anl A.) of the Nilgiri H-l's in ity wuch less
pube-cent leaves anld iuaflorescence, and its much
gmaller stipule’, but .possibly only a variety, C.
Wallickiana is figured in Wight, e, £ 982. A dwarct
varicky occurs on the Horton Plaias patanas, with
shoxt prostrate #'ems, small levves, §—% in. long, and
gsmaller pods less iuflated at the ends. -

Crotalarie Juncem, L. Sp. Pl 714 (1763). Hana, 8.

Low country, prinorpally in the dry region; rather
gomipon. Doubtfully Lative in the moist region. Fl.
Aug.-Oct.; brillirnt yellow. . .

Found in E. Tropics genemllﬁ but much cultivated.

This affords the 8.n or Sun Hemp of commerce ; it
is grown in small quantity by the Sinhalese as about
Chilaw, and by the ’l‘amliih st J,aﬁna. Isis geuerally
koowa hete simply as ‘ Hemp. ., -

C. fulm,.Rnxb,,yis given for Ceylonin Fl. B. Ind.
on the faith of specimens ia Kew Herbsrinm
(Gaxdner, 199, and G. Thomson from Kandy). They
may have been cultivated in the Gardens.

Indigofera  Tinctoria, PL
Nil-awari, 8.

Low country, by roadsides and waate places; rather
common, esp-eialiy in the dry vegion, but very doubt-
fu'ly indig-nons. Fi. all the year; pink, standacd

reen outsile.

Found also in India and Tropioal Africs, but scarcely |
known ae a wild plant anywhere, unlessin West Trop. -

A'rics. ]

" This is the Indigo plant, so largely onltivated in
India. Here there is no ewtivaton, but the natives
of Jaffua use the leaves of the wild plant in ob-
taining a black dye for cloth, . .

1. 4nil, L, is oceasionally met with ae a roadside
weed. It is nnother indigo-producing species, ond is
generally believed to be of American origin, -

. Aschynomene Aspera, L. 8o. PiL 713 (1758).

Maba-diya-siyambala, 8. Attuneddi, T.

Dry region, in taok and paddy fields, common. FL
De-ember ; yellow. ’

Also in Indis, Malaya, and Trop. Afriea:

This is remarkable for thelight, spongy character
of the tissue of the stem (which in large plan‘s
attaivs 3 in. in diameter), whence it is olten called
the © pith-plant’ by the Euglish. It is  the ¢ Shola’
of Bengsl, and from plices of the stem the well-kvowa
pith-hate are made. A magufacture of similor hats
was started in 1885 in the jail at Hambantola, in

" the neighbourh.od of wbich place the plant is

plentifal, .
Abrus Precatoriws, L. Sysb. Natb. ed. 12,472 (1767).

Olindawel, §, Knotumani, T. . .
Tiow couniry; common, especiaily in the dry region.

Fl. Feb.: pale violet.

- Bvery Tropreai coun'yy.
The probty searlet and blsck seeds are well knowr,

and are used as weights by jewellers, The flowers

Sp. 751 (1758).

“amounting in 1890 to 3,446,492 logs,

E %was an - ascount of the

are sometimes white when the seeds are of the same
gflnlo;;r; theére is aleo a form with tha eeeds wholly
atk, ’ ’

The root is the well-known ¢Indisn Ligquorice,
Glycyrrhiza indica of the older writers, a~d is used
both internally. and externally in native medigine, The
seeds are an acrid poison un'ess cooked.

Cassia Auriculate, L. Sp. P1. 879 (1753). Ranawara,
8. Avarei, T. [Plate xxxiii.]

Low country, esp cially in the dry region and nesr
the co»st: common ; locally gregarious and abundant,
Fl, Feb., March; bright yellow.

Also in Peninsular India.

A great ornament to the barren coast regiera.

The leaves of this form ‘(eylon Tea' or * Matara
Tea,” and the infueion is drank by the nativcs on
geveral parts of the ccast; when properly cured, rolled,
and dried, it is very like true tea in appearance, and
somewhat aromatic,* but slightly purgative. The bark
is rich in tannin, and is largely employed for tanning
leather in Colombo. . -

Sarace indien, L. Mant 98 (1767). Diya-ratmal,
Diya-ratambhala S, . ‘ :

By streams in forests in the low country, especially
in the drier districts rather common, Fi. Jan,-March
&o.; pale orange-scarlet; filaments purp’e, auth, black.

Also in India and Malaya. '

'The flowers ars very sweet-sconted, especially in
the evening; they are at first yellow, aand become
orange, and finally red, and sre profusely produced
for many months. The young ‘leaves- are pendulyns
aad coloured. The plant is much cultivated for its
be ?.tutsy and sweet scent, Wond light, pale rad, rather
soft. :

Tamqn'n{i‘us indica, L., Siyambala, 8., Puli, T., the
flfa,manud 16 & very commouly planted tree, especially
in the dry districts. Thers are specimens in
ilermann’s Herb., but it is nowhers wild here. In
the dry region of the islend it is very conspicmous,
every village having several and of en magnificent
specimens. Trees are occasionally found appareutly
wi'd in the jungle, but always on the sits of sbap.
doned v:lla;;s. y . '

Acagia Planifrons, W. aud A. Prod. 9
Odai, Udai, T. [Plate xxxv.] ol 316 (1834).

Dry vegion; very raxe. Confined $o the island of
Mannar (and a very smull part of the mainlaad,
opposite), where it is extremely abundant, ¥l Octi~
Maxoh ; pale oreamy-white. )

Also in 8. India and in Ramaisssram Island.

This is the ¢ Umbrella Tres’ of the Enmiish : +
very cbaracteristio of Mannar,. where iguuz'}it’n;;g‘:a(i
almost the whole forest, and from the horizontal
arrange . ent of the brasches givesis a very peounlinx
agpect. Tbe trees, when ooversd in Fub. with sheets
of white blossom, look like old hawthorn tress, tis
cultivated in & few Colombo gardens for ormament
ggdb]:a.; occz;,luttom_ngilly gpﬁe&:e:_i onthe ehore there, m;

u rought wi adlais bicori re it
& %‘h%o abugd&nt. rom Tuticorin, where it ‘

e wood ig very hard and beav and
when fresh cut has o faint aléiacgnf: ‘guzy:lll]:{’w’ ™

. : It is
much used for firewood, and there is g | g
frem Mannac to 8. India (Taticorn and lﬁﬁgg‘;;:tggg

{as'I am informed by Mr. M. 8. Cxa;lexg!e). B6843

The pods are largaly used as f -
ard cattle in the dgr_vyseason. 00d for sheep, goats
The denoription udder this name in FL B. Ind is
pa%;l;g mla.dq up 'x'ronsx some other species, )
uous vaswearpy, Sm. iuRe-es’ Cyolop, xxx, (815
Var B, subglaber, Thw. bus, Arn. Bo
16 ar B, 1535. ber, hw. L. R lsueoearpus, Arn. Pag.
% A sample cured in Jaffns .whare it 1
. . ; t .
¢ :S,pga-See_veny_,’ gave on analysi's {to Mr, iﬁ. lé. lc)?::ig
8'71 per ceat. of an alkaloid and 16-17 of ‘otber pitro-
genous substances, with 41-14 per cenb. of gom
tasnin, and saccharine matters. '

-1 The Rev. J. Cordiner, who visited M nnaz in 1804
‘Umbrelia Tree' in his

eylon,’ vol. ii.p p.-8 and 32,



200

‘Montane region, 3,000-6,000 ft. or more; common.
Var. B, Nuwara Eliya. Fi throughout the year, pink.

Also throoghout India and in Java.

There are two formes, large aund smll.flowered, the
former being met with at the bigher elevations only.

This is kuown as the ¢ Wild Raspberry,” which it

" much reszmbles; the fruit, however, has ne flavour,
utd is besides covered with a woolly eoat, which ron-
ders it inedible, .

Fragaria vesca, L, Walker-Arnott, iz Pug. 16, say
she has seen badly dried speeimeuns from Ceylon
gathered at 6,000 ft. And about Nuwara Eiija patcheg
of so-called ‘wild’ sirawberries are to be foand
‘oseasionally, but only, I th'nk, as escapes from cul-
tivation * About Ootacamund in the Nilgiris, how-
ever, a wild gtrawberry, F. suilgerrensis, Schldl, is said
to be very common, and is figured (as ZF. elaligr) in
Wight, Ie. t. 988; but our plant does nob agree with
this, but with thecommon wild strawberry of England.

Terminalia C‘kebula"&‘ Retz. Obe. Bot,- v. 31 (1789).
Atraly, 8, Xadukkay., T.

Low country ‘up to 2500 ft. principaily in the dry
districts, rather rare, but loocally abgndant, Jaffna

Gardener); Wattagoda (Thwaites) ; Panwila; Uva
Provisee, frequent ; chandant ; abont Nilga'a, where
it is gregarisus. Fl. April; greenish-white. .

Also in India, Boxma and Malaya.

. The fruits are called ‘ink-nuts’ or ¢ Gall-nutsl
by the English, and are collected for _
Moprmen by the country people. In Uva the
collection is leased and the sale in 1892 felched
B7,500, They are the * Chebulic Myrobalans’ of the
old phermscists, and are hers a va'u:d medicive,
both when young and in @ mature condi‘ion. The
Hesh is very rich in tannin, When driedthey show
five blant obsoure angles. Wood heavy, very hard, dark
brown with a parplish tinge, cl se-grained, durable.

Yerminalia Glabra, W. snid A. Prod. 314 (1834),
Knmbok, 8, Marutv, T. ’ )

Banks of streams and rivers in the low country ;
very common in the dry xegion; rare inm the moist
distriets. FI. April, May; greenish-white, strougly
honey-gcented. ’ ‘ '

Alsp in India,

The name 7. Arjuna, Bedd, reems & quite unnegces-
BArY Synonym, -

Grows to an enormous size in the beds of tanksand

" -rivers in the dry regioo, asd is, generally epraking |

the must noticeable featnre of such seenery. Cordiner
recorded specimens at Ya's, porih of Hambantota,
in 1800 {which isthe earliest notice I find of it for

Cey'on), with trunks 23% ft. in circumference st 5 it, |

from the ground. A well.known one at Colombo
weasared, in 1879, 45 ft.in circumferense round the
-‘base; and 24% fu. at 8 £t. above ground,

The astringent bark is ussd in medieine. I ig re-
markable for the immenfe amount of lime it contiina,
and it is largely barnt as & soures of lime for ctewing
with betel, the vopious ash almost entirely consisting
of purs ealciom cerbonsate.

Wood greyish-trown, with bands of darker c:lour,
Yery hard avd heavy, smcoth, strorg.

[ 7. tomentosa, W. snd A, is recorded for Ceylon
in Fl. B, Ind. The sgecimen is§ in Herb.
labelled by Gardner asfrom-*dJaffos, Dyke’ It wae,
doubtless, p'anted there by Mr. Dyke. The spacies
is very -doubtfully distinet frem 7% gladra.]

Bugenin Fergusoni TriM. -

_Var. B. mioor,
Thw Baum, 118
G, P. 160,

L. mush smaller, not excecding 1 in., very shortly
stalked fruit about § in., veariy globular, purple.

Upper mcehtane z:ne; inop2p sunvy places. The
type only in the North-esstera mouatain blook,
Wattekelle (Ferguson), Kuouckles Hills avd Rangals

(non. &, calophyitifolin, Wight).

8 I am informed that the ficst wild strawberries
.noticed at N.-Eliya came up in a Ciochona clesriog
made in 1864, but Arnoti’s must have been collected
8} -a much earlier date. : ‘

" ¥ The names belevics and chebula arve Latinisations
of the Anbic rames for these. two kinds of myre-
balans by which they wera first known in Europe,

sale to the |

Rew,,”

Trim. Syzygium calophyllifolinm -
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Ridge. Var.B. Adam’s Peak (Gardner and Thwaibes).
Fl, April ; pinkish-white,

E:dﬁmic-

Var. B. seems to ‘differ altogether from E. calo~
phyllifolia (0 whieh it is still referred in Fl. B. Ind.
i b3 leaf-venation as well as its remarkebly long
oalyx. The 0. P. specimens ars in frait only, and
I bave not seen the flowers.. _ . i

Lawsonia Alba, Liam, Ene. Meth, iii. 106
(1789). Marutonti, 7' A

Dry and desect regions, especially near the ses-
coast ; ratherrare. Batticalos: nesr Chilaw; Manaar,
Jaffna, ebundant by the salt lakés. In the moist
region cultivated only. Fi, Feb,, March; pet. cream-
yeliow, sep. pinkish; very sweet-scented.

Also in Western India, Kabul, and Persia, and
much cullivated elsewhere.

Called ¢ Tree~-Mignonette ’ ia cu'tivation in Colombo.
Thia is the * Henna ;’ the leaves are used for stajn-
ing the finger-nails and teeth, and.also for applying
to the head when bathing, . .

Hydrocotyle javenica, Thumb. Disg. ii. 415 (1800).
Mana-gotukola, S.

Moist p'aces in grass under frecs; very common
in the m.ist region up to 7000 ft. Fl. May-October;
pals greeno. ) o '
AA!so in India, Malaya, Trop. Ausiralia, and E. Trop.

8ig.

The large stip, completely enclose the enl of the
growing branch and young leaf. At the higher ele:
vatious the petioles and peduucles are mors -woolly,
and the flowers on longish pedioels, var, B. Thw.
(C. P. 2812)." H. zeylanics, D.O., was collected by
?esehenaals sbont Kaudy, snd is mere'y a luzurisne.
orm, :

. Used medicinally in the same way as H. asiatica:
Mr. B, Geeon, of Pundalnoya, states (laprobaniasu,
iil. 7) that the Tamil coolies employ as a fish-poison,

Fergusonia ® zeylangea, Hir. {.in Xe. Plant, xii. 23 (1576)

Moist low conutry iv dry places; appareutly rathec.
rare. Near Colombo (Furgason); Labugama; Karawits,
Fl. Sopt.-Jan.; very pale pmnk.

. Al'o found in Coorg. . i

Ot Sir J. Hooker’s two namet, JF. Thwatesii is
?ppueuﬂy the older, but he uses F zeylanica in Fl. B.

nd

. This inaignific:nt buy curions plant much ré-
sembles Hedyotis mitida and also Spermacoce hispida
and 8. stricta in habit.

Coffea Wightiana,—Wall. Cat. n. 6246 (1828).
Kaduamaliikai, T, _ . ‘
Dry regien; rather rare. Jaffoa; Mibintale ;

Uma-oya; Atakalan Korale. Fl Aug., Sept; white,
very sweet-secnted. - :

Also io 8. India,

‘A resinous gum euvelops the e:lyx.
to me abundantly distinet from the next. _
- C. travancorensis, W. and A. Prod, 435 (1831),
(Plate 1is.) O.ffes irifiora, Meon Cak. 15 (noon Forst.)

Moist anl intermediate region to 3000 ft ; rather
rare. Kau‘ara (Moon); Kurunegala® (Ghrdper),;
Negombo; Deltota ; Doluwe Kande. F. April-June;
white, very sweeot-soonted. '

A'sy in Travanc.re. 7

Moon’s 8. name for this is *Gas-pitcha,’ sni the
flowers much resemble those of a jasmine.

C. arabica L., the common Arabian coffee, intro.
duced to Ceylon irom Java by the Duteh about 1690,
and largely cultivaied, is often found ahout the sites
of former native gardens or plantations, buthas shown
no ‘tendenoy to become naturalised. ‘

This- seemé

<
-

TEA IN WYNAAD,

Wiitisg oo the subj-ct of agricultural banks yes-
terday we spoke of coffte bemng regardad as “sale .
88 & house” in those districts best suitel for it. Uu-
fortunately coffee does not thrive equally well on the

* QJommemorates the iate W. Fergusom, ¥.L.8, of
Colomby, for many yesrs a diligent and very suc-

K slgful investigator of the flora of Oeylon, who died

ce
July 3ist, 1887,



