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DR. TRIMEN'S HANDBOOK TO THE 
FLORA OF C E Y L O N P A R T  II.

We now fulfil our promise of giving a certain 
number of extracts from the second partof this 
valuable work indicative of its general interest 
and usefulness. We have followed no special 
plan in making these selections, and we have 
omitted the scientific references and the full 
detailed technical descriptions, only giving the 
popular remarks appended in the ease of each 
plant. These will be found, by our planting readers 
especially, and by all who are interested in the 
vegetation around them, to be both instructive 
and profitable. We quote some examples as fol-

Croialana Walkeri, Am. in Act. Acad. Nat. Cur. 
xviii. 328 (183S.) Plate x x v j .

Montane zone, especially at the higher elevations ; 
rather common, scrambling over bashes like a 
Climber. FI. all the year, especially in December and 
January ; bright golden yellow.

Endemic (?)
A very ornamental plant, well worth cultivation. 

Diff, rs from (C, semperflorens, Vent, C. Wallichiana, 
W »nl A.) of the Nilgiri H i's  in iti much less 
pubescent leaves and infiorescenoe, and its much 
smaller stipule*, hut .possibly only a variety, C. 
Wallichiana is figured in Wight, Ie. t. 982. A dwarf 
variety occurs on the Horton Plain's patanas, With 
abort prostrate rem s, etnsll leave*, §—i  in. long, and 
smaller pods less iuflated at the ends.

Cntalarict -Juncea, L, Sp- El. 714 (1763). Hans, S.
Low country, principally in the dry region j rather 

oommou. Doubtfully native in the moist region. FI. 
Aug.-Ocf.; brilliant yellow.

Found inE. Tropics generally but much cultivated.
This affords the 8 .n or Sun Hemp of commerce; it 

is grown in small quantity by the Sinhalese as about 
Chilaw, and by the Tamils at Jaffna. It is generally 
known her e B im p ly  as ‘ Hemp.’

C. fulm, R jxb., is given for Ceylon m FI. B. Ind, 
on the faith of specimen! in Kew Herbarium 
(Gardner, 199, and G. Thomson from Kandy). They 
may have been cuiti voted in the Gardens.

Indigafera Tinatona, L. Sp. PI. 751 (1753). 
Nil-awari, S.

Low country, by roadsides and waste places j rather 
common, especially iu the dry region, but very doubt- 
fo'ly indigenous. FI. all the year; pink, standard 
grfen outsi 'e.

Found also fn India and Tropical Africa, but scarcely 
known sea wild plant anywhere, unless in Westl'rop.
Africa.
' This is the Indigo plant, so largely oaltivated in 
India- Here there is no eu'.tivat'on, but the natives 
of Jaffna use the leaves of the wild plant in ob­
taining a black dye for cloth.

I. Anil, L , is occasionally met with as a roadside 
weed. It is another indigo-producing species, nnd ia 
generally believed to be of American origin.

J-’sdujnomem Aspern, L. Sp. PI. 713 (1753). 
Maha-diya-siyambala, S. Attnneddr, T.

Dry region, in tank and paddy fields, common. FI. 
De-ember; yellow.

Also in India, Malaya, and Trop. Africa,
This is remarkable for the light, spongy character 

of the tissue of the stem (which in large plants 
attains .3 in. in diameter), whence it is ottsn called 
the ‘ pith-plant ’ by the English. It is . the ‘ Shola’ 
of Bengal, and from slices of the stem the well-known 
pith-hate are made. A manufacture of similar hats 
was started in 1885 in the jail at Bamhantota, in 
the neighbourhood of which place the plant is 
plentiful.

Abrus Freeator'ms, t-. Syet. Nat. ed. 12,472 (1787), 
Oliudawe), S, Knotumani, T.

Low coantri; common, especially in the dry region. 
FI. Feb.; pale violet.

Every Tropica! cponry.
The pretty soarlet and black Beeds are wbll known, 

god are a sod as weights by jeweller'. The floweie

are sometimes white when the seeds are of the same 
oolour; there is ateo a form with the seeds wholly 
black.

The root is the well-known ‘Indian Liquorice,' 
G ly c y n h iz a  in d ic a  of the older writers, a-d is used 
both internally and externally in native medicine. The 
seeds are an acrid poison unless cooked.

Cassia Auriealata, h. Sp. PI. 379 (1753). Banawara, 
S. Avarai, T. [Plate xxxiii.]

Low country, esp cia% in the dry region and near 
the co>st: oommon ; locally gregarious and abundant, 
FI, Feb,, March; bright yellow.

Also in Peninsular India.
A great ornament to the barren coast regions.
The leaves of this form ‘ Ceyion Tea’ or * Matsra 

Tea,’ and the infusion is drunk by the nativts oo 
several parts of the crast; when properly cured, rolled, 
and dried, it is very like true tea in appearance, end 
somewhat aromatic,* but slightly purgative. The bark 
is rich in tannin, and is largely employed for tanning 
leather in Colombo.

Saraca indica, L. Mant. 98 (1767). Diya-ratmal, 
Diya-ratmmhala S.

By Streams in forests in the low country, especially 
in the drier districts rather common. Fi. Jan,-March, 
&o.; palo. orange-scarlet; filaments purp’e, antb. black’

Also in India and Malaya.
The flowers are very sweet-scented, especially in 

the evening; they are at first yellow, and become 
orange, and finally red, and are profusely produced 
for many months. The young leaves are pendulous 
and coloured. The plant is much oaltivated for ita 
beauty and sweet scent. Wood light, pile red, rather 
soft.

Tamarmdus indica, L , Siyambalo, S., Puli, T., the 
Tamarind is a very commonly planted tree, (specially 
in the dry districts. There are specimens in 
Hermann's Herb., but it is nowbera wild here. In 
the dry region of the island it ie very conspicuous, 
every village having eeveral and of en magnificent 
specimens. Trees are occasionally found apparently 
a id  in the jungle, but always on the sits of aban­
doned villages.

Acacia Plaaifrons, W. and A. Prod. 276 11834'! 
Odai, Udai, T. [Plate xxxv.] K

Dry region; very rare. Confined to the island of 
Mannar (and a very smalt part of the mainland 
opposite), where it is extremely abundant, FI. Oct.-* 
March; pale oreamy-white.

Also in S. India and in Kamaisseram Island.
This is the ‘ Umbrella Tree’ of the English; t  and 

very characteristic of Mannar, where it c imposes 
almost the whole forest, and from tho horizontal 
arrange . ent ot the branches gives is a very peculiar 
aspect. The trees, when oovtrad in Fob. with sheets 
of white blossom, look like old hawthorn trees. It is 
cultivated in a few Colombo gardens for ornament 
and har occasionally appeared on the shore there.no 
doubt brought with ballast from Tuticorio, where it 
is also aounoant.

The wood is very hard aod heavy, pale yellow, and 
when fresh cut has a faint alliaceous smell It is 
much used for firewood, and there is a large export 
from Mannar to S. India (Tuticorn and Negapatam) 

■amounting in 1890 to 3,446,422 lops, value E68 243 
(as-I am informed by Mr. M. S. Crawford)

The pods are largely used as food for sheep, goats 
aud cattle m the dry season, ®

The description under this name in FI. B Ind is 
partly made up from'some other species 

Mubns laswcarpu, Sm. iuB“ea’ Ovolon xxr rsisi 
jgV“  jgg |la,ber' Tl)w* E loncooarpus, Arn, Pog.

i a *  „A  f m p l6  ,o u r e a  m  J a f f n a ,  w h e r e  i t  i s  c a i l e  
S u g a - B s e v e u y ,  g a v e  o n  a n a ly s i s  ( t o  M r .  A .  G . D ix o i  

3  7 1  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  a n  a lk a l o id  a n d  1 6 T 7  o f  o t h e r  o i t r t  
g e n o u s  s u b s t a n c e s ,  w i t h  4 1 -1 4  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  s o a 
t a n n i n ,  a n d  s a e c h a r i n e  m a t t e r s .

f T h e  Rev, J, Cordiner, who v i s i t e d  M »nnar i n  1 8 0
gives an aoponnt pf the ‘Umbrella Tree' in h
Ceylon,’ vol. n.p p. g and 32, .
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Montane region, 8,000-6,000 ft. or more ; oommon. 
Var. B, Nu wara Eliya. Ft throughout the year, piuk.

Also throughout India aud in Java.
There are two forma, large and (mall-flowered, the 

former being met with at the higher elevations only.
This is known as the ‘ Wild Raspberry,’ which it 

inuch resembles; the fruit, however, has no flavour, 
aud is betides covered with a woolly coat, which ren­
ders it inedible.

Fragaria vesca, L. Walker-Arnott, iu Pug. 16, say 
ehe has seen badly dried speeimeus from Ceylon 
gathered at 6,000 ft. And about Nuwara Eli)a patches 
of so-called ‘wild’ strawberries are to be found 
occasionally, but only, I th nk, as escapes from cul­
tivation* About Ootaoamund in the Nilgiris, how­
ever, a wild strawberry, F. ntlgerrensis, Schldl., is said 
to he very common, and is figured (as F. elutior) in 
Wight, Ic, t. 888 j but our plant does not agree with 
this, but with the common wild strawberry of England.

Ttrminalia Ckebulaj Betz. Obs. Bot, v. 31 (1789), 
Araln, S. Kadukkay. T.

Low country bp to 3500 ft. principally in the dry 
districts, rather rare, but looally abundant. Jaffna 
(Gardener); Watiagoda (Thwaites) : Psnwila ; Uva 
Province, frequent j abundant; abont Nilga'a, where 
it is gregarious, FI, April; greenish-white.

Also in India, Burma and Malaya.
. The frnits are called 1 ink-nuts ’ or ‘ GaT-nutel 

by the English, and are oolleoted for sale to the 
Moormen by the country people. Iu XJva the 
collection is leased and the sale in 1893 fetched 
B7,500. They aru the ‘ Ghebulio Myrobalana’ of the 
old pharmacists, aud are here a va’usd medicine, 
both when young and in a mature eoudi' ion. The 
flesh is very rich in tannin. When dried-they show 
fire.blunt obscure angles. Wood heavy, very hard, dark 
brown with a purplish tinge, cl se-grained, durable.

Terminalia Glabra, W, and A. Prod. 314 (1834), 
Knmbuk, S. Marutu, T.

Bank! of streams and rivers in the lew country; 
very common in the dry region; rare iu the moist 
districts. IT. April, May; greenish-white, strongly 
honBy-scented.

Also in India.
The name T. Arjuna, Bedd, seems a quite unneces­

sary synonym.
Grows to an enormous size in the beds of tanks and 

-rivers in the dry region, and is, generally sneaking 
the most noticeable feature of such soenery. Cordiner 
recorded specimens at Ta'a, uorth of Hambautota, 
in 1800 (which is the earliest notioe I find of it for 
Ceylon), with trunks 23§ ft. in circumference at 6 ft, 
from the ground. A well-known one at Colombo 
measured, in 1879, 45 ft. in circumference round the 
base; and 24J ft. at 8 ft. above ground,

Tbe astringent bark is nstd in medicine. It is re­
markable for the immense amount of time it contains, 
and it is largely burnt as a source of lima for clewing 
with betel, the copious ash almost entirely consisting 
of pure calcium carbonate.

Wood greyish-brown, with bands of darker odour, 
Very hard and heavy, smooth, strong.

f T. tomentosa, W. and A„ is recorded for Ceylon 
iu Fl, B, Iud. The specimen is in Herb. Row., 
labelled by Gardner as.from' ‘Jaffna, Dyke.’ It w a \ 
doubtless, pisAied there by Mr. Dike. The species 
is very doubtfully distinct from T. glabra.}

Eugenia Fergmoni T e i s i .
Var. B. minor, Trim. Syzygium caloyhjllifolinm 

Tiiw. Eanm, 118 (non. F, calophyllifolia, Wight). 
O, P. 160.

L. ranch smaller, not exceeding 1 in., very shortly 
stalked fruit about J in., nearly globular, purple.

Upper montane zone; in op in sunny places. The 
type only in tbe North-eastern monatain block, 
Wattebeile (Ferguson), Knuckles Hills a n d  B a n g  a l a

* 1  am informed that the first'wild strawberries 
.noticed at N. Eliya came up iu adechona clearing 
made in 1864, but Arnott’s must have been collected 
a) a much earlier date,

f  The names brierica and chebula are Iiatinisations 
oi the Arabic names for these two kinds of rnyro- 
balans by which they were first known in Burope.

Bidge. Var. B. Adam’s Peak (Gardner andThwaites). 
Fl. April; pinkish-white.

Edumic.
Var. ii. seems to differ altogether from E. calo- 

phijttifolia (to whieh it is still referred in Fl. B. Ind. 
m its leaf-venal ion as well as its remarkably long 
calyx. The O. P. specimens are in fruit only, and 
I have not seen the flowers.

Lawsoniet Alba, Bam, Enc. Meih, iii. 106 
(1789). Marutonti, T.

Dry aud desert regions, especially near the sear, 
coa.t; rather rare. Batticalci: near Chitawj Mannar, 
Jaffna, sbundaut by-tire salt lakes. In the moist 
region cultivated only. Fl, Feb., March; pet. cream- 
ytiow, sep. pinkish; Very sweet-scented.

Also in Western India, Kabul, and Persia, aud 
much cuitiva'ed elsewhere.

Called ‘ Tree-Mignonette ’ in cultivation in Coloiqbo. 
This is ihe ‘ Menus ; ’ the leaves are Used for Btain- 
iug the fihger-uaiis and teeth, and-also for applying 
to the head when bathing,

Mydrocotylc javgnica, Thumb. Diss. ii, 415 (1800). 
Mana-gotubola, S.

Moist p’aees in grass under trees; very common 
in the must region up to 7009 ft. Fl. May-October; 
pale green.

Also in India, Malaya, Trop, Australia, and E. Trop. 
Asia.

The large stip, completely enclose the enl of the 
growing branch and young leaf. At tbe higher ele­
vations the petioles and peduucles are more woolly, 
and the flowers on longiah padiceis, var. B, Thw. 
(C. P. 2812). S . leglmica, D.O., was collected by 
Ueschenanlt about Kandy, and is meie y a luxuriant 
form.
. Used medicinally in the same way as II. asiatica: 
Mr. E. Green, of Pundaluova, states (Tapruhaniair;
iii. 7) that the. Tamil coolies employ as a fi ih-poiaon.

Fmgmoma * zeylauica, Hir. f. in Ic. Plant, xii. 23 (1876)
Moist low country iu dry places; apparently rather, 

rare. Near Colombo (Ferguson); Labugama; Karuwita. 
Fl. Eept.-Jau.; very pale pink.
. Al-o found in Coorg.

Of Sir J. Hooker’s two name*, F. Thwaitesii is 
apparently the older, hut he uses F leylanica in Fl. B. 
Ind.
, This in-igniiicint hut curious plant much re­
sembles Hedgotis nitida and also Spamacoee liwpida 
and 8. stricta iu habit.

Coffee Wigluiana.—Wall. Cat. n. 6246 (1828). 
Kaduumaiiikai, T.

Dry region; rather rare. Jaffna; Mihiutate ; 
Uma-oya; Atakalan Korate. Fl. Aug., Sept; white, 
very sweet-scented.

Also iu S. India,
A resinous gam envelops the c *lyx. This seems 

to me abundantly distinct from the next.
C. trayancorerms. W. and A, Prod. 435 (1834), 

(Platel.ii.) C.ffes iriflora, Moon Cat- 15 (noouForst.)
Moist nnl intermediate region to 300U ft j rather 

rare. K au’ara (Moon); Kurnnegala’ (Gardner); 
Negombo; Deltota ; Doluwe Kaude. Fi April-Jane; 
white, veiy swtet-soented.

A'sr inTravanc re.
Moon’s 8. name lor this is ‘ Gas-pitcha,’ an] the 

flowers much resemble those of a jasmins.
O. arabica L., the common Arabian coffae, intro­

duced to Ceylon irom Java by the Dutch about 1696, 
and largely cultivated, is often found about the sites 
of former native gardens or plantations, but has shown 
no tendency to become naturalised.

TEA IN WYNAAD.
Wiitiog oa ihe subj-ct of agricultural banks yes­

terday we spoke of coffte being regarded as “safe 
as a house” in those districts best suite I for it. Un­
fortunately coffee does net thrive equally well on tbe

* Commemorates tbe late W. Ferguses, n . s , of 
Colombo, for many years a diligent and very suc­
cessful investigator of the flora of Ceylon, who died 
July 3 Let, 1887.


