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Leaves taken from  in vitro germ inated pomegranate seedlings w ere used as 
explants. L ea f explants inoculated in MS m edium  supplem ented w ith various 
concentrations o f  Benzyl am ino purine (BAP) and N aphthalene acetic acid (NAA) were 
used for callus induction. A fter two m onths, m axim um  callus induction w as observed in 
m edium  containing 4 m g/L B A P w ith 0.2 mg/L N A A . The high growth rate o f  callus and 
h ighest num ber o f  shoots (5 shoots per explants) w ere obtained by transferring calli to  the 
m edia containing 0.5 m g/L BA P in ligh t condition. Am ong the treatm ents used in rooting 
experim ents, from  in vitro  raised shoots cultured in M S medium containing 4 m g/L Indol 
butyric acid (IBA) had the m axim um  num ber o f  roots. In vitro  rooted plantlets were 
acclim atized for three m onths in poly bags containing sand and com post (3:1) mixture 
under green house conditions. One w eek after potting, A lbert fertilizer m ixture was 
sprayed w eekly and 80% o f  plants w ere survived. Acclim atized plants w ere planted in 
P lant V irus Indexing Centre, H om agam a and A griculture research station Kalpitiya. 
F low er initiation w as observed 8 m onths after field planting and fruit setting continued.


