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DROUGHT AND DISTRESS IN
: . TRAVANCORE:
No Prornr Mongoon ror TERER YEARS,

From s resident who dntes Nagercei!, October 13ik
we have the following sad accouat of the state of
things ia South Travancore :— )

“ We are having & time of most ssvere drought
here. No rain here for months—in fact we havs not
hsd a proper monsoon for thres years, and now
things have become very serious with os. Even
drinking water is hard to be got. Relief works zre
" being started apd rice is bsirg given out, at Go-
.veroment expense, to the poor. And unless rain

~epmes in a few days, all hepe of a barvess in
February will be gone—which is the most sericus
matter. of sll.” :

-

"+ *NOTES FROM NORTH BORNEO,

"' (Forwarpep By Mr. W, D, GisBox, Kanpy.)

- SanDaxRAN, Sept. 24th,—Mr. BSarell, late of Nillo-
- mally, has reached Kudat and is residing there with
.. theresident Mr. Litle for a few day:, before taking
~up-his appointment at Taritapan estat>. The

-weather is pretiy warm af present, but he thinks
- everyone looks healthy, and the =cenmery is lovsly.

The Bungalows gre most comfortable; floors well
- rajstd.-from gromeds . . .
-~ Verygood news has been received at Sandakan
_+feomLiondon sbout tobacco. New. Companies are
..-heing-formed. Msn ars wishing to send their sone

with money. to invest in North Borneo : but of
~..gontge Bis handicapped by thi faw .opsnings for

oreepe B, A good year in tobacco i expected, and
- .pricesgre-likely to keep up.. - o
-z - Mr. Walker writes that Caconut planting is taking
- hold in Borneo, and trees planted so far, are equal
o anything of their age.in Ceylon which he attri-

butes-to the equal dis'ribution of rain. throughout

the year.

"NOTES BY THE WAY,
_(By on old Coffee. Planter.) .

e ) ; Dimbala, Oct. 15th.

" “Row-pleassnt it is, efter a number of years’ absence
-t re-visit the scenes of ona’s earlier dass in the
- Jéland; and to reccive ss I have done & most dordial
“-reeeption from all and sundry of those still locat d

in the old -districts- I have passed throigh. I will
- pet weary yon with Jong accounts, but may just
- remark that from G:=mpola on to Nawalapitiya it

is awazing to sée the expanse of healthy looking
tea which has rep'accd the many gitkly old coffes

- *Totums™ which inby gone days kept up a continu- |

ously ‘struggling existénce. How lotg they mny keep
up without systematic manuring ia, I confess, to me
’a rather stiff problem. Opinious differ mueh on this
: head; aad even visiting agents appear snything but
spaguine as to thé benefit to.be derived: but one
.+thog I do know thet without & suitable siimu'ang
+ oavefully- applied there a-e¢ bnumbsrs of esta‘es that
. are bound to enllapss from .rheor poverty of soil
-plready oxbaustcd in the King Coffee days. Pasc-

ing on through Kotmale it was pleasing fo observe .

' the astonishiug area of promising tea where coffes
of oild h:ld sway, ani altﬁough perbaps resulfs per
‘mers muy not competo "with some other districts
“there i8 & very fzir retarn and cptimates gen-
- erally- are fcr the past vyear well realizad, As
‘you know the climaie of Kotmale, although pretty
- web, is. very heal:hy, and now thes planters there
“; are enjoying & spell of fine weather, with good pros-
- peots, Here 1 may remack that taking the estites
- gonerally there is anabsenca of the eyezors of waeds
[ wx¥ great extent as used 9 be not uncomwmoy
in earlier times, and pruping is bsing evidently systel
mationlly careied on With good results,

- and Druggtist, Sept. 29.
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. Namunululs .Tea Company Ltd,"
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Arrivingat the “gap,” by the shortentthrough Qacecs-

_ 'perry. whers our wuch lameated friecd Elder 86 lorg was
in chsrge end whr was 80 musch raspactel a'l round

—we lo' k a'ong this Dimbule district with sarprise
at ths t-ansformaiion from, first, the old ¢xpane of
usfel’led jongle, then fields of fine eiffce, afterwards
tendered usele 8 by the fell leaf disems®, rnd now
gresn and bright again with the new product, tea!
A’l ssems pow hear'y and healthy, although antil
1stely the weather has be'n much ageinst good flaskes.
Now the sun has reappeared and all sre busy, avd
focking for go'd averages. May tva flonrish and give
returng approacbing ts the geod old coffee king.

THE JAVA CINCHONA INDUSTRY.

Me. J. A, Wabering of the firm of DM & O
Watering of Amsterdam ciachouaand general produce
merchants left for Java on Friday last, with the
ohject of investigating the actual position -of
the ocinchona industry ‘in the Dutch Indies. Itis
thouzht that M~ Waltering’s journey is connected with
8 schems for forming a ftrust for regula‘ing the
supplies of Java eincho1a bark, It is reported that
the Government ciachona gardens in Java will be
graiaslly given up, and ultimate'y Ilimited to. an
experimental stabion. A% present these gardens eon-
iain in the opea grouud. 2,956,807 fre s (ot which
2,208,000 are L .dgers, 112,500 Offisinalis, and 634,000
Baceirubras) and in nurseries 725,000 shrabs, of which
300,000 are Ldge 8 and 425,000 Suceicubrag.w—Olioniist

o

THE COMING aMSTERDAM CINCHONA
AUCTIONS.

The next Awmstecdam cinchona sales will take p'ace
on October 4th. On that occasion 6,920 bales aud
376 cases Java ciuc¢'.0na bark, weighing together about
603 tons will be offi:red. The average .percentage of
sulphate of quinine to the: matafacturing . barks is
barks represent a total weizht of
22,835 kilos (641,360 oz) of sulpha‘e of quiring; the
pharmasentical barks, of which the aggregate w. izht
i8 30% tona represent 628 klos (or about 204 per
vent) of sulphate of quinina., Of the mannfacturing
batks a*ont % ton contain 01 per cent; 2 jons 1-2
per cent;; 27% tons 2-3 per cent; 110} tons 8.4 per
¢-nt; 176 tons 4-5 per ocent; 146 tous 5-6 per cent;
49 tons 6-7 per cent; 41 tous 7-8 par cent; 6 toms
8-9 per cont; 2 tons 1113 pere:nt,—Ibid,

i —_—

THE - NAMUNUKULU TEA COMPARY.

Passara, Oot. 18th,—A very powerlul and
influential Company has been formed in Li-mdon
for the purpose of aoquiring peveral esiates -in
the Cannavarella and Mbousagalla Valleys, ' Thée
Company bears ths well.kuown name of * The
The sharesin
this Company were spoedily disposed of by private
treaty. The coffee estimate for itg.firet year of
working is between 5,000 acd 6,000 buskels,
besides returns from a large area under tea, and
cinchons. bark bearing the well-known bhrand
¢ Cannavarella,” ) . o

The Loadon Direotors of this large Coma-
pany have been. adviced: to await sny .an-
annonncement it may please His Exeellensy. Sir
‘Arthur Havelock to make respecting the extension
e Namunukulu Railway feeder., prior to
deeiding upon a gite for the large Factory which
must necessarily be erested, the feeling at home
being that the Government Railway should be
patronised if possible, were Sir Arthur's.Goysera-
ment able to soe its way by hslping them to pné

 their produce on the Raiilway. The capital.of th's

Company ig £50,000 sterling.—The - Times" ia
not acqnaioted with thiz part of our island, henog
its many mistakes,—Cor, o )
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