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PLANTING NOTES PROM KELE- 
BOKKA, CEYLON.

October 6.
The weather tor the last two months has been 

eery wet here and nearly all the estates in the 
district is> I  believe, much Shorter in their tea 
than in  the corresponding months of last year. The 
flash Sesmed to collapse altogether and three or four 
days’ plucking a week was sufficient to keep it 
in hand. An improvement has now set in , in 
both flash and weather, and there is every indica­
tion of the beginning of the N.-E. monsoon setting 
in. Tea below 2,000 feet elevation has flushed well
I. hear during August and September. _ In only the 
higher elevations has there been a serious diminu­
tion. There is one thing I am Btrnek with in this 
district and that is that coolies ate settled end we have 
not that continual restlessness and moving about 
so common inm ost other districts. There are head 
kahgaoia who have been on estates here for 20 and 
30 years and on this particular one for over 40 
years '• Labour is recruited direct from the Coast as 
it should be and there is very little here of that 
vile and pernioiouB system of granting " tundus.” 
Advances toe are very low,: in  short the distriot is an 
example and shining light to all ethers.

Mr. H. Bressey of Nilioomally is expected to arrive 
from home in the district with his bride on 1st prox. 
and will be welcomed by a large circle of friends. 
On banding over then to Mr. Bressey, Mr. H. L. 
Blaoklaw will take oharge of Dangkande, Batotta, 
the former Superintendent, Mr. 3. S. Nieolls,' having 
left to take up an appointment in Wynaad.

. BLENDING AND ESTATE MARKS.
The question raised with reference to the use ol 

the names of estates in our-London Letter is a 
singular one. We do not know how it may be 
viewed by our planting and mercantile community. 
Pot ourselves we can only , discuss it in the light 

. that Outsiders must regard it. Put into lew 
words the point at issue thus resolves itself. Is 
it legitimate that teas grown on other estates 

.should be scheduled by their purchaser by the 
name ol some particular garden of which be may 
be the owner ? We are told that the practice 
ot doing this is not an uncommon one, and that it 
has been acknowledged to have prevailed from the 
days when coffee was king. It must he evident 
that, presuming teas so scheduled to come again 
into the market, their repurchases must buy under 
a false impression as to the locality of their 
growth. This fact should, we think, satisfy us 
that the practice oannot be morally defended, 
The argument an the other side is that the pur­
chaser of suoh outside tea, being himself an 
estate owner, is Warranted in labelling such teas 
as being shipped from his estate. But in 
reply to this it must be apparent that such 
labelling would convey to ninety .nine out of 
every hundred buyers, the belief that the tea 
was the production of the estate, the name 
Of which had been so employed. Can this con­
clusion be contested? We should say that it 
cannot. And it it oannot be, the practice, ae it 
seems to us, must stand condemned. Per, mani­
festly tbs repurohaaer does not get the article be 
imagines, himself to be baying,
- We do not know how far this alleged practice 
prevails among estate proprietors; but if it be at 
-all common, it must follow as of course that a 
considerable amount of Oeylon tea is being made to 
f’Sftil (through the markets) under false colours,” 
We cannot tbipk that this qan be desirable; net

can we bring ourselves to believe that the practice 
is any but a most exceptional one. Purchasers no 
doubt sometimes place considerable relianee as 
to the quality of the teas, they buy, upon the 
name of the estate under whioh they are sold. We 
might instance many of snob estates, the names of 
whioh at the present moment, would probably add a 
penny of value to their produce. It is to be believed 
that this addition wonld not be paid were it known 
that the tea was not absolutely grown upon the 
estate itself. It might be the case, of course, as 
it probably in most instances is, that the teas so 
vended are fully up to the standard of quality 
grown upon the sponsor estate. It wonld eoaroely 
serve the purpose of any proprietor to godfather teas 
of inferior quality to those by whioh he had made 
and sought to retain his reputation. I f  is upon 
such a basis, no doubt, that the practice we have 
referred to would be defended. But on the other 
hand, it must he apparent that it may be possible 
by suoh a course to build up a false reputation. 
It can be conceived that by purchasing teas of a 
high class and paoking them under the. name of 
an as yet unknown garden, the production of this 
may be given a repute whioh, if it stood on its 
own merits alone, would not be deserved. Renee 
it must be manifest that the oou’rse indicated 
may be made to serve an improper if not ab­
solutely dishonest purpose. It would have seemed 
to us, therefore, that it must be impossible of 
defence. And yet we ere told that it has been 
both excused and defended by at least some men 
of standing among our estate proprietors. We are 
surprised to learn that such is the ease. Morally, 
in onr view, the praotioe is not to be defended, 
Further, we doubt much i t  it ootid be demon­
strated to be commercially wise or advantageous. It 
has been shown that a flotitious reputation Slight 
he boat upon it. Now, although for a time 
tbiB might prove commercially valuable, it must 
be Certain that it ootdd not be permanently main 
tabled, and that the inequality of shipments that 
must ensue, must end ia pulling down the repu­
tation as fast as, or faster than, it had been aohievedi 
However exceptional the praetiee may be, therefore, 
we trust it wiil be diseontinued altogether,

UUCUNUT PROPERTY IN THE WESTERN 
PROVINCE, CBYLON.

Notwithstanding the present protracted drought 
and its consequences in reference to next year's 
crop, there can be nb doubt of the very high 
estimation in which ooconut property is held in 
the Western Province and the adjacent divisions of 
the North-Western Province, We hear it stated on 
good authority that Mr. Oliveira has made a very 
special bargain ia  his purchase of WaljapaJa 0000- 
nut estate of 204 acres at a  good deal less than 
Mr. Rickards had paid Mr. Cooke. A year ago it 
realised B77,5Q0: the reeent sale was at R62.500. 
In the interval Mr, Biekards had neglected the 
|dace and at last he had to make a ' sale. 
Henoe the difference in price. But a oooonut 
garden does not take any permanent harm from 
the neglect of a year or so, if justice is then done 
■ ih  ,a ,  80 *“ 6 present proprietor eaa lie eon- 

»» 6“ ,<?n 81 rea% very good bargain. Then 
tne MOrapolia oooonu t garden near Henaratgoda pur- 
ohaseBBfrom Mr. Andrew de Silva by Mr. F. Phillips, 
covering 80 acres, has realised R30.000. Finally, 
Perth estate in the Panadure distriot, of 900 acres 
—576 of coconuts, 40 acres cinnamon and the rest 
forest-reserve—-has been told by representatives 

; of R,. Hurmusiee to a Syndicate for Rlio,(MK> 
I ® » |y  to be & bargain, only,, th^
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-place has Been rather negleoted. Perhaps the 
most valuable coconut estate in the oountry I is 
that of Mr. W. H. Wright at Mirigema which 
is already coming into liberal hearing with the 
trees seven years old. Mr. Wright would not seU 
this, property at any price under B6O0 an acre. 
Bat then he has given the greatest possible justice 
to his palms in selection, planting and cultivation. 
We hear from the Kurunegala district very good 
accounts of the prospects of the coconuts on the 
Pelgolla CBtate. There have been fine rains , on 
the place and in two years' time, it is said the 
palms on this estate will be very fiue. There 
can be no doubt that as a permanent investment 
in Ceylon, nothing approaches the ooeonut palm 
nnder suitable conditions; and the Ceylon Tea 
Plantations Coy., Ld. have shown a wise example 
in investing their surplus funds in “ coconuts ” 
under the direction of so experienced a veteran as 
Mr. Wm. Jardino.

FIBRES BAMIE AND NEW ZEALAND FLAX.
In view of the reported glut in the European 

markets, it seems superfluous to write about fibres. 
And yet . what oan be the meaning of the activity 
we notice lit the Australian Colonies and also in 
forming Companies even in England? Indeed,, we 
may Suppose that fibre production is erelong to 
attract increased attention in Ceylon, if it be true 
that a Company has been formed in London (with 
Mr, Digby among the Directors) to promote the culti­
vation and manufacture of ramie more particularly 
in thieiBland. So far as production is concerned, 
this country may well be considered to be a 
paradise for fibre plants; the question hitherto 
has always been 'how to secure the profitable ex­
traction of the fibre,. From a paper reoently pub­
lished i n t h a  Australasian we extract some in­
formation bearing on this point and also a refer, 
enee to New Zealand flax whioh grows well in the 
Bill oountry of, Ceylon—specially on the Uva side 

CUMIVATlOjJ.
The planting and cultivation of ramee, or rheii, 

resembles somewhat that of the raspberry, and the 
plant is also similar in appearance and manner of 
growth. Plants are set out in rows at convenient 
distances for working the land. They are placed in 
rpWi about ISiu. apart; these soon become ene con­
tinuous source of young oanes. and they may be cut 
12 to 18 months from time of planting, and, with 
proper cultivation and attention, should give two or 
three cuttings annually. According to some experi­
ments made with the plants by the firm referred to, 
one hundred stalks with leaves weighed S2 lb., which 
yielded, when stripped of foliage, 161b.; when 

1 deoorticated and the fibre separated from the woody 
portion of the stalk, there remained 1 lb, 7§ o/s. of 

.greendecortioated fibre. After the final treatment 
> there were lOoz. of dressed fibre, and, according to 

these experiments, the yield per aero would he about 
8,235 lb. of good fibre and 39f> lb, of tow. The good 
fibre is estimated at 4d. to Sd. per pound, the two 
at 2d,, and, according to the prices named—43, for 
good fibre and 2d for two—-the returns per acre would 
be AdO 109. This .fibre is one of the strongest known. 
It has many times the strength of hemp, and is said 
to withstand a greater Jerking strain than a steel strand 
of the same thickness. It is grown largely in China, 
Japan, and also India to a more limited extent. It ie 
known, in the trade as Chinese, erase. It is largely 
Wed at present for adulterating silk fabric, and enters 
into competition with the finer class of cotton material. 
The, prise debars it from coming into, a more general 
use. The opinion «f those who are most acquainted 
with the various fibres is that,...when mere perfect 
machinery ie available, rhea will beootue one ot the 
tnOBt valuable commercial vegetable products wehave,
H can be propagated to various ways, either by

seed, cuttings, or shoots; the latter is the most 
general, and those who are entering into the culti­
vation of fibre will do well to secure a. few sets, and 
gradually extend their area from these. The market 
at present ie limited, and it would be advisable to 
work cautiously, as these engaged to the manufacture 
of the fibres are cautions in departing from- the 
usual lines, as it ie a eerions matter for them to 
make alterations in tbe expensive machinery .which 
is found in those manufacturing establishment!.

In many parte of America ramee is cultivated to a 
limited extent, but the trouble which is mat with 
there is also found here, namely, the want of pro­
per machinery for treating the product in a more 
expeditious manner. Acoording tu the retorne of 
the Patents Office of the United States there have 
been npwards of 300 patents registered recently for 
the treatment of this and other fibre-producing plants. 
Many of these have considerable merit,- butcannot 
be said to reaoh that stage of perfection that is 
desired.

Ooe machine used in Australia is . known as 
the “ Keir,” and is capable of treattogifOO fit. of 
decorticated fibre at a single operation, and of being 
charged twice per day of. eight or ten hours, .

Then as regards New Zealand F lax1 (Phomium 
tenax) we are told:—

METHOD OF PLANTING.
From the root system of the plant eaoh shoot 

strikes out from'the parent root, and forms, as it 
were, a perfect system within itself. In planting out 
eaoh one of these forms a set or plant. The num­
ber taken from each depends on the - variety, and 
also ae to whether it is intended to destroy toe 
parent plant or not. It is a good System to have 
one known variety planted, as toe class of fibre pro­
duced will probably be of a mors uniform qnhfity, 
and also the treatment will be more easily carried 
out ; and where toe pareat plants can he allowed to 
remain it Is wise~ to do so. The system-adopted by 
those who have planted differs somewhat, but toe 
following may be taken ae a criterion. It is given by 
a Mr, Hirst, who hae planted oat 24 acres; He states 
as follows:—“ The flax ie planted in rows 0 ft. apart) 
with a space for Carting of 10 ft. at every fourth 
row. Three plants are placed in each hole,1 well 
rammed, and the boles are 0 ft. apart. The contract 
for digging tbe holes and planting—the ground having 
been previo"Hlr cleared, but not ploughed—was9s 6d 
per 100 holes- The piafite cost 6s per hundred for 

-proeariog, and were gathered under the . direction of 
an experienced gardener, who devoted seme time to 
attaining a knowledge of hie business,” The returns 
from a plantation of New Zealand; flax depend on 
conditions. If these be favourable a small return may 
be expected in two or three years front planting, but it 
should continue to ineresBe for several j pars.

CUTTING.
In out ting, toe centre of the plant is usually left, 

end only the outside or matured leaves taken,.; This 
coarse should be recommended, as when the plant is 
deprived of,all foliage its growth is seriously cheeked, 
end sometimes totally destroyed. Many useful experi­
ments are recorded as to the. effect oi cutting, and 
the universal opinion is that the plant should hot be 
deprived of all its foliage for tbe reason giyen.' The 
usual price paid for cutting the leaves is from 10s 
to 12s pqr ton of green leaves, but much depends ,on 
toe condition or character of top opop wetted on, 
As we have before. Stated, toe flax is gathered from 
self-sown crops principally,* and vT̂ ere this ia.ifoand 
evenly grown toe labour of gathering is mnC? -less 
than if scattered or intermixed with defective samples.

The after-treatment of the raw product fa one that 
has given considerable trouble and anxiety to the New 
Zealanders, and does so to tbe present -day- The 
fibre is one that is capable of being brought to a very 
fine state, and may be worked up in many forms, even 
to the spinning of co arse , strong dotting, but .little 
of'this class of material is manufactured from it, ita 
Chief use being that of cordage Miking'. The method 
of extracting toe fibre from the


