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Polonnaruwa is  one o f the major R ice growing 
d is t r ic t s  in  S ri Lanka. About 30,000 hectares are 
cu lt iv a ted  under ir r ig a te d  Rice tw ice a yea r. During 
the la t t e r  p a rt o f  Nineteen Seventies i t  was observed 
that la rge  amounts o f In sec t ic id es  were used in d is ­
crim in a te ly  causing a c c id en ta l death o f  humans and 

! /estock. The fresh  water f ish  populations in  Tanks 
and waterways were reduced. B en e fic ia l predators and 
Paras ites  o f  Rice Insect Pests were almost absent 
causing many epidemic out-breaks o f  Rice pests.

The idea o f  Pest S u rve illan ce  and In tegrated  
Pest Management (IPM) was introduced to  the Farmers 
during the Second season o f  1981. A gricu ltu ra l V illa g e  
Level Extension Workers(KVS) were g iven  a Basic T ra in ­
ing on P est Su rve illance and IPM in  R ice. Observation 
P lo ts  (OP) fo r  Pest Su rve illance and IPM were es tab lish ­
ed in  1982. One OP (0.4) ha was s e lec ted  to  represent 
60-80 ha o f  farmers f ie ld s .  Units, o f  observation are 
25 h i l l s  o f  r ic e  p lants se lec ted  a t random in  the OP. 
Each KVS area had 4-5 OPs. Pest counts are taken once 
every week by the KVS in  the presence o f  the Farmer.
At the la t t e r  stages, the farmers themselves helped
the K.V.S to  take the counts. I f  the Pest numbers are £
above the ETL and no Predators/Parasites are present 
in s e c t ic id a l treatment was recommended by the K.V.S. 
In sect P est counts are tabulated in  a form and sent 
to  the A g ricu ltu ra l In stru ctor (A I) o f  the area. The 
AI c o l le c t  the forms sent by a l l  h is  K.V.SS (6-8) and 
send them to  the Subject Matter O f f ic e r ,  P lant Pro­
te c t io n  (S.M.O., P .P .) located  a t the D is t r ic t  A g r i­
cu ltu ra l O f f ic e ,  S.M.O., P .P. compile the data fo r  
the en tire  d is t r ic t  and advice both A . I . ^md K.V.S. 
when they fin d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  take a d ec is ion  on Pest 
Management.

Before Pest S u '-ve illlan ce- and IPM in  1981, 
normally 7 app lica tion s o f  P es t ic id es  were done to 
a s in g le  R ice Crop. This was reduced to  on ly one

ETL* -  E conom ic  th r e s h o ld  l e v e l  -  ETL*



app lica tion  during the f i r s t  season in  1983, The value 
o f  the sa les  o f P estic id es  in  the d is t r ic t  b e fo re  1981 
was Rs.6.7 m illio n  per season and now i t  is  reduced 
to  Rs.3.7 m illio n  per season. Now many Farmers consult 
the K .V .S ., A . I .  or the S.M.O., P .P . b e fo re  applying 
in sec tic id es  to  th e ir  Rice crops. I t  is  hopeful that 
i l l - e f f e c t s  o f  ind iscrim inate P e s t ic id e  use could be 
reduced to  a minimum in  the near fu tu re.

At present the weak area in  IPM is  the id e n t i­
f ic a t io n  o f Predators and Parasites  o f  Rice Pests by 
the Farmers. Education and much p u b lic ity  is  needed 
in  th is  Subject. Coloured P ictu res o f  Predators and 
Parasites  o f  R ice In sect Pests w i l l  be a very useful 
i 4 -»n in  the Tra in ing o f  Farmers and F ie ld  S ta f f  in 
the; IPM o f R ice Pests.
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A b s t ra c t  From P-15  .

Procedure

Required qu an tities  o f  seeds are washed with 
running water to  remove the dust and other seed pro­
tectan ts adhering to  them, fo llow ed  by soaking in 
water fo r  desired  periods (Table 1 ). In v i l la g e r s ,  
earthenware pots can be used fo r  th is  purpose. During 
th is  process, the to x ic  compounds are released  in  
water. A fte r  soaking fo r  recommended time, the water 
is  drained o f f  and the seeds are washed again with 
fresh running w ater. The seeds are then spread on 
a coarse c lo th  or paper in sun ligh t fo r  an hour to 
remove the moisture from the seeds. The prevent the 
loss o f  growth stim ulating compounds that are r e ­
leased from the seeds, i t  is  advisab le to  s t r i c t ly  
adhere to  the time schedule provided in  Table 1, 
which has been arived  a t by ca re fu l experiments done 
in the lab ora to ry .
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