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TEA PRODUCTION IN  CEYLON.
The present season following on diversified expert, 

enoe in the past will probably have some effect i 
in mitigating the fear of “ Over-production ’’ wbioh 
haunts the minds of not a few Ceylon planters. 
With the immense increase in oar crops between 
1888 and 1892, when oar tea exports rose by leaps 
and bounds, it was natural to anticipate and to fear 
that Ceylon was to Bwafap the tea market. In 1889 
our export was 34 million lb .; next year it became 47 
million lb .; in 1891 we seat away 68J million—so 
that here' we had the Ceylon tea diop doubling itself 
in three years l Wap it any' wonder then if the 
100 million lb, export seemed within ah easy 
measurable distance, seeing that the hardy uhi- 
quiious tea plant appeared to flourish from districts 
on the sea coast up to the mountain slopes 
overlooking Nuwara Ellyn? Rut if the three 
years ending with 1891 added 100 per cent or 
34 million lb. to our tea Crops, let us see what 
the next triennial period ending with, 1894 is 
•likely to do. In 1892 we shipped very little over 
71 million lb.; in 1893 our total oertsinly rose 
again very considerably,' being over 84 million lb 
but tor the current year it is doubtful if the 
estimate of the Planters’ Association Will be made . 
np or 87 million lb. exceeded. This would give 
ua a total increase between 1892 and' 1894 of 
pot more than 16, or at most 17, million lb. against 
double that quantity or 34 million added to our 
exports ih the previous three’ years.

We do not wish at all to make too much of 
these figures; but we believe the feeling is growing 
aihong thoughtful and practical observers that the 
dread of Idea] “ Over-production” is one that is 
hot justified by the prospect for some time to 
come, For one thing, there is a growing belief 
that the cost of production is likely to increase 
now rather than diminish. Many toe hold 
that the era of manuring and more liberal cult!- 
varied generally, is ‘ rapidly approaching for 
ohr tea districts as a - whole, and the prioe of 
manures is hot likely* to' diminish,. If the average 
yield of our plantations, throughout the districts, is to 
be maintained, mere attention must'be given to 
cultivation as Mr. John Hughes long ago warned 
the Ceylon planters would be the case. It would 
seem, then, that with the check given to -extension 
of planting during the past two seasons, the prospect 
of ear reaching an export of 160 millioh lb. is by no 
means S6 near as was at one tiedd considered to 
I f  the cdse. It is also very cledr that more 
Uliotvacoo must be rdade for seasonal influences 
thgnjpeople have been inclined hitherto to acknow­
ledge. The present year with, the Bouth-weet 
monseen rains : running into those of the North­
east for one section of the country, while another 
has beeh suffering from drought, shows this. Up 
to this year, we have been accustomed to believe 
that it the weather proved unfavourable for flush 
ohe month, it was almost certain to be right in the 
suaibeding ode. But now we See that an experience 
of thrsc or fodr months of continuously unfavourable 
weather may have to be allowed for. AU this 
goes to affeot the .tear of “ Over-production ” 
and to show that the- Tea Industry of Ceylon is  
by no means exempt from the conditions which 
govern all other agricultural enterprise en the faca 
0! the earth. *■ lh  the BWeSt of thy face shalt 
thou eat thy bread ” is what We are all liable 
too ofteh to forget; and yet there is a “ silver 
lining to the aloud if we may be supposed to 
have indicated a aloud in these remarks;—for if 
the • .ptpstiedt is of exports only very gradually. 
jpWbasipg year by year from Ceylon, this very 
fait ought not only to give us steadier but better

prices, and so afford ample compensation for any 
individual disappointments in respect of quantity of 
outturn.
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INDIAN PATENTS,

Caloutta, 22nd Ang. 1894,
Specifications of the undermentioned inventions 

have been filed under the provisions of Act V. of 
1883:—

A p p a r a t u s  f o b  D b y i n g  T e a ,  & g .—No. 343 of 1893, 
—Edward Robioson of 4, Oestleoan Gardens, Barnes,
S.W., in the Oo. of Surrey, England, merchant, for 
apparatus for drying tea, grain and other substances, 
(Filed 13th August 1894.)

A p p a r a t u s  f o b  D r y i n g  C o c o a ,  C o f f e b ,  T n A ,  
B a b e s , M a l t , &e,—No. 27 of 1894.—Richard ‘White, 
Merchant of 33, Queen Victoria Street, in the City 
and Oo. of London, England- for improvements in 
apparatus for drying ooeoa, ooflee, tea, harks, malt 
and other substances, (Filed lO'.li August 1894.)

Whereas the inventors of the undermentioned in. 
ventibns have failed to piy within the tide limited 
iu that behalf the prescribed fsS, it is hereby notified 
that the exclusive priyib-ge of making, selling and 
using the said inventions in British India end of 
authorizing others to do so has seised ■.—>

S u p s  f o r  W i n n o w i n g  Tea, kq.—No, 291 of 1889. 
Mr. W. Robb’s invention for improvements in ' the 
manufacture-of sups for winnowing tea, rioe, grain, 
reeds, &c. (Specification filed 16th May 1899.)

A p p a r a t u s  f o b  A l l u r i n g  a n d  E x l l in g  i n s e c t s , 
&c.—No. 14 of 1899—Mr. F. Scherer's invention for 
an improved apparatus for altering and kilting fluents, 
rats, mice and other animals. (Specification filed'lfitfi 
May 1890.)—Indian Engineer.

Calcutta, 13th Sept. 1894,
The fees prescribed iu Schedule 4 of Act V of 1888 

have been paid for»the continuance of exclusive priv- 
iege io respeot of the undermentioned inventions for the 
periods shown against each:—

Tea Rolling Machinery.—No. dl Of 1889.—John 
Brown, of London; England, Engineer, for Improves 
meats in tea rolling machinery. (From 10th Sept. 
1894 to 9th Sept. 1895.)—Indian Engineer.

PLANTING AND PRODUCE.
T h e  W a r  a n d  i t s  E f f e c t  o n  t h e  T e a  T b a d b .— T h e  

war between China and Japan is a further adver­
tisement for Indian and Ceylon tea, as publio atien- 
tion ia directed to the sources of- the tea supply. 
Numerous paragraphs have appealed in tit* papers 
pointing out how thoroughly. China hap been- dis* 
tanoed in the tea trade by urging the planters of 
India and Ceylon to take, advantage of the War to 
push their trade in the United States find elsewhere. 
The DaUg Chronicle says, ‘‘However the wax between: 
China and Japan may be used as a lever to raise the 
price of tea in New York, the housewives of merry 
England have little reason to fear that their cheer­
ing cup will cost them any dearer, The English, 
supply is not so dependent on china as to give 
reasonable occasion for any tangible rise, or any rise 
at all, except in special qualities. The oasa is yery- 
different on the other aide of the Atlantic, fqr America 
Obtains bet tea mainly from China. Now la the time 
for Ceylon to cat in, and tbit apparently .the planters 
of that island appear determined to do.” Beth Indian 
and Ceylon tea planters had determined to out in long 
before the war broae out, but this does not affect the 
fact that their effort, are now recognised at home, 
and. it only remains for them to go in and win. For 
those who like figures the following- serves as a ra- 
remioder. Thirty years ago India sent about
4,0110,000 pounds of tea t i  Loudon aanuady, whilst 
China seat about  ̂ 100,090,099. From 1870 to 1880 
there was a rapid increase on i?oth sides,


