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THE TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST. 5

 THE.APPOINTMENT OF AN ENTO-
_ MOLOGIST. IN CE¥LON.
" I petins pashing etfarge that at a time when

._ -

the (Government of India bas expressed a resdiness.

_ to appoint not one’ Entomolegist, but two of three
gooh. soientists for the benefit o! sgriculturists
thropghout the o-untry. ineluding tea planters,
Mr. Haly:shonld. virtually tell ue—in his letter given
oliéwhere—that what -has already been. dope in
India Pemoves tlie neceiiity for any appointment
at all in Ceylon. We ate, in fret, to go on de-
pending on, and learning from Iadial! *Abpnex—
‘ation”—with ‘all it8 dreaded’ diawbscks-—would at
leaet bring us the direct service 6f the Entomological
and also of the Geological Staff of lndia. The
deficienoy that .most marks the official letters
_before une, is the abdence of any recognition of the
neéds of coconnt Be well as tea planters, and
indeed of our native mgrioulturists generally. The
accomplished Director of the Botanio Gardens
writes a8 if only the tea plaxters were concerned
whereas pethaps the quesiion of insect pests is
an even mora vital one for the aoconut cultivator:
After ‘the . devastalion (even though temporary)
- wrought on deifain tea ebtatcs some months ago
—snd all that we have seen of the ravagei of
the cocongt beetles—it scarcely does, in our
" opinién, to speak lightly of our inseot enemies in
Ceylon.

But it. is not. so mueh in reference to lack
of knowledge regarding local insect: pests among
the agricultural ¢commanity, that the Government
might well be reguested to take action. We
know that the hope 'of .a great many planters in
urging the sppointment of an Entomologist was
that the office might be aesociated with - cértain
legislation by which careless sgricultutists could be
compélled —on the report to Goverhment of
respongible officer—to do their duty in eaptaring or
killing .any, pest, or in clearing away debris calou-

lated (o afford s breeding-ground,. OQur seriée of .
artioles in raference to the effect of ruth neglest on

coconut ounltivation will mot be forgotten by ou¥
readers, or the praotical illustration afforded in the
case of Mr. W, H. Wright of Mirigama, who is in

the habit of paying the owners of native gardens

adjoining his property, for the privilege of entering

on their grounds, and taking &nd burning béetle- |

infested palms at the rate of 50 oenis per tree. Now,
owhers wko do their duty by thejr lanid ought not to
have such a taximposed on them,’and indeed very often
native neighbours are not -accommodsating snongh
to allow entrance to their grounds on a destructive
mission, even for a consideration. And, moreover,
natives are not the only culprits, ' From the Kelani
Valley last year.and early this séason there came
several ocomplainis of lestite owners or managefs
who seémed so inert or indifferent about capturing
fielopeltis,
felt as it their labour was in vain, since the
pest, multiplying on adjacent tes, flow in to the
boshes which had “besn cleaved. 1f we remember
righitly, Mr. G. A. Talbot publiched a letter on the
peed’ of simultineous and sgustdined effort in a
camphign against the chief insect enemy of tea ; bt
it is most difficult.to seoure thia desirable end;
and practidally impossible, save under offigial influ-
ence, where natives ate concerned.

It .will be asked them what should the BSub.
Commi'tee or Committee of the Planters’ Association
- do-in the faée of the rather -diccouriaging leiters
from thethree * Diréotors,” and the evident disin-
clination of-our Government to follow the example
Well, - it we. werd in_their
lace, wa should “act on ths principle—* Better
alt aloat than no- bread.” l%V'e ‘would aooept,

that their more energetio neighbours’

and back up, Mr. Haly’s recommendation that an
Entemological Referge in the person of Mr, H. E,
Green of Pundaluoya should be appointsd .by
Government ; but apart from fees for special work
- wo think the Guvernment ought to pay a certain re: )
taining fee, of at least R1,000 per annum, to enable
Mr. Green to deal with general inquiries from native
a8 well as planting and other correspondents, and

- to impatt information’in such eases, Mr. Green

can -soarcely be expeoted to charge a fee for each
lotter, and yet references are sure to be made to
him whichk can be dealt with by oorrespondence
without any personal-visit. Later -on, and arising
out of Mr..Green’s work ae a Visiting or Inspeot-
ing .Entomologist, may come up the queéstion of
whether. thereought to be any special legislation
to enforce a promipt and naiforin cimpaign agaihat -
the insect enemies of tes, soconuts, paddy or any
other produet, -

.THE PROPOSED ENTOMOLUGIST FOR

CEYLON.

THE OPINIONS OF DR. TRIMEN, MR. HALY
AND MR, CULL. '

Karp¥,-:Juna 20,
B, —I encloge for publicition copy of corre-
spondence with Government regarding the appoint-
ment of an Entomelogist for Ceylon.—I am, sir,

yours faithfully, . A. PHILIP.
Beoretary to the Planters’ Aesociation ef Ceylon.

Kandy, Feb. 28th,
To the Hon, the Colonial Ssctgta.r;,, Oolum-bg.h

S1r,—I have the honour to sabmit for the consider-
ation of Government the aunexed copy of a resslu.
tion pzssed at » recent General meeting of tha Plan:
ters’ Association of Ceylon.—I am, sir, yours most

obedient servant, - .
. Sigoed A. Pmwvzp,
Seoretary to the Planters’ Sugnbia%ion of Oeyldm.

RESOLUTION REFERBED TO,

'Th_u.t the Government be asked to arrange for thd
appointment of an Entomologist to be attached to
the Colombo Museum, )

Colonia] Secretary’s Office, Oolombo, March 10th.

81n,—~With referetice to your letter ddved the 28th
February 1894 submitting sopy of a resolution, passed
uf a recent general meeting of your Associstion, reques-
ting tlie Goverument to arrange for the appointmeny
of an Entomologist to be attached to the Colombg
Museam, I am directed to request you to be so good
a8 to state for the Governor's informstion what olass
of officer the Association desires, what sdlary shonld
be paid to him whether he should be paid by the
Associatior, or by the geueral taxpayer, what slkonld
be liia duties, what sre the special - objects {0 be
gerved by the appointment in question, whas are the
present difficulties in now obtaluing information on
the subjects to be deals with by the Entoinologist;
whether the officer should be permsnently employe
or lor & term of yea:s ooly, and any other Inform-
ation which in the opinion of the Association wonld
enable the Governor to arrive at a devision on the
subject.—I am &e.

. (Signed) H, Hay OaMeroN; for Oolonial Becretary.
The Secretery to the Planters’ Assooistion of Ceylon.

‘ Kandy, 20th April 1894,
To the Hon. the Uolonlal SBecretary, Colombo.
Sir,—Haviog l:id your letter of the 10th  ultimo,
on the subject of a Government Entomologist for
Ceylon telore the Commitiee of the Planters’ Asso~
sidtion & Bub-Committee was appointed to reply to
your enquiries, :



