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and the paeks of hounds Bept. by sporting membiys
of the planting commeunity aré hardly sufficient to
keep. down the game. The cpen. seagon is now the

most anfavourable one for hunting, and rome owned

bave been. obliged to sell their hoynds in coneequence.
The, Forest Depariment plantations st Nuwara Eisa
and Nenuoya are suffering muach from .the . aftacks
of xed. deer and ,elk,  In tome places as. new p'acis
“gre pob in they are broweed down. Y should not be
surprised to  bear, that privaty properties suffec in

the spme- way. It would be therefore cesiratle fo

make somwe provisions for hkeeping the game down
within ressonable limits.. - o

. PROPJSED FORESTRY BRANCH AT' THE SCHOOL OF
C "’ AGRICULIURB. _ T
Owing to the courtesy of the Government of Indis,

and, in. 1894 .two rangers are to be sent from bere.
It hes, bowever, struck me that, with the present staff
of the Agricnjtural Bohool, together with some sddi-
Siops from -the Forest Department, it woold be

possible to give to onr rangers-ard.guards, and also |

o, epndidaes for sppointcent in those grades, a

- .traiving which, slthough not equsl to that cbtainable -

at.the Indian schepl, would materially belp in a pro-
per and eareful treatment of our ferests. Large sums
of money sare no doubt epent on the Dehes Dun
schoo} ; the best Proftwsors are obtained from all
parts of India, and an experience of thicteon yesrs
bhas now shown the best way to impart a prsctical
knowledge ot foresiry and its sppendant reiences,

ihd.‘We' cannet hope all at oncs to compete with ' 
‘Diebira. But, whereas this Government cannot affurd

to'send ‘wmobre ‘than three cr four men at' atime for

% lobgihered perind of time to a distant place like -

the porth of Indis, it may be more practicabla to
have classes in Colombo and to teach firestry inthe
very forests in which efficers will be ealled upoa to
_practise it. I have therefore been ordered by Goveru-
went to dizcuss - the matter with the Direstor of
Public. Instruetion, who has kindly offered to give all
‘the sssistacce possible. Thefinal proposals have not
‘yéb gone in, bat we ghall submit them before lorg.

.. The receipts for 1893 amcnnted to R865,758 (as
ngainst 462,427 in 1893} and the charges to R404,756
{88 tgainst 475,491 in the previous year.) :

~ TEA DRINKING IN JAPAN AND CHINA

-+ To take a cup of social tea in China and Japan ie
not cnly a-pleasure, as it is with us, but g selemn daty
“Pborn of generations of custom. ¥# ¥ Tha delicate

straw-coloured ‘beversge which is consumed in Japan

. Jiffers very mnterially from the infusion called te£ ab
“home, * ¥ * The teapot e heated with hot water
betore the tea is pat in, then hot water, not boiling, is
poured -over-:the leiver, and immediately poured
..on and off, hut:it is never ailowed to stayd en the
= Jeaves more than a minule, - - PR
o - Jn wost. houses g kettle of water is alwess o the
- kil gohi, a sert of portable stove, re emb'ing & brazier,
-.gad Abis . ie set before. the. tea-maker, who watcbes

.the-bubb'es and steam with as much avxiety s if

.-the {ate .of the. whele Kmpire depended npon the
water being - uaed at. s certain instaltt,
. and. wowen meke tes 80 daintily and deftly that it
.18 a perfeck delight to wath them. ** « R
. .. Bbe, natives themgelves use neither miflk n » sogar
-.in their pale, yellow tea, but when they ean get u cap
of what they eall China tea—which is a greit treat,
for they prefer it jo their pyn-—ihey mse “all the
trimmings=,’ ®%¥~ - 7 ,
¢ The Banko teipots, ®ith'{ e plainly vizible thumb
- -marks, sre mtoh prized by-the Japanese, but a tiny
itodtpot of Kaga waro, with-ten' cops-the Japanese
- Hozen: orset—is the one ™Mdést Gommonly seeti, Some
of+the fine tka sets cost-fabmlows Hiimd, -~ .
- Many of the old familios have'brass or fron ket'les
~chemutiful and -’ dr:istic, which thay proudly shew, and
rdetlage that shéy have ‘ecme d wi t4 thein'by dirdct
- ipheritanece ﬁ’?}?’ apcestcrd who Bsel thom' eix and
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seven bundred years ago. A story ia told of one of
the Shoguns, who, heing véry fond of tea, rather
unserupulously gratified bis taste for fine ketiles-by
robbing: the pagodas of Buddhiat temiplés of theé Brass
rings that surmountéd them, and used the metal
thus gerurel for casting a kettle, which he declared
gave “ no barsh taste to the water,” #¥%#* . .
The Chinede gre 'as invaterate tea-drinkers eft the
Japanese,” but they use leavés p-epared-in a differgnt
way ® ¥ % ' ' R

The Chinese keep always a kettle of wﬂat-ﬁnﬁing

| over the brazier ready io mske tes ah i moment's

notice, for po visitor ever goes to.a hounse withons

offered tea ¢n mriving and departing. They
ase beilirg wa’er, and ponr it over the dry tea in
each cup. Amnong the bstler olass, a cup shaped

gome of our superior offiers béve beem shle to | like & small bowl j8 used with .a saucer which is a

study. st the ¥mperial Forest School at Dehra Danm, -

Yittla lers in diameéter then the top of the bowl, and
is nsed for a cover when the fea is brewing., When
the boiling water is prured over the tea, it is ‘coversd
for the space of two cx thres mirules, by which tims
tho leaves have unfolded avd fallen to the hoftom
of the cup, leaving the tea clear and del'ciously
fragrant.® * * B } .
The Chinese hiive & variety of {éapote, most cf
them muech larger than the toy things of the Japarese,
and many of themt keptina baskst cogy, The handles
or hails are often bambgo or meral, similar to. tke
do-bin ot the Japanese.—* The Lady,” Aug. 9. .

PIASSAVA FIBRE, .

On my way to Cape Ooast I poticed a small quantity
of Pinssava Fibre being shipped from Appam. This
valoable fikre is obtained from  the %ﬂm, which  is
86 commion and plentiful in this part of the eolany,
namely, ** Raphia Vinifers,” It is s very importsné
product, being worth K from £45. 16 £60 psx ton
aseording to quality.* Grest ingerest is at prosen$
thown in England in the discovecry of similar fibres
‘0 this, and tliere is » good market for them, but
the ruoply is very emall, owing chiefly, I think. tp
‘the difficulty experienced in éxtrivotirg snil elesning

meke enquiries and endeavour tfo obtain information
respecting suitable machinery. for cleaning: snd.pre-
paring the fibre which information, if I am sble to
_procure it shall be published in my wext. repoxt.—ir,
“ . Orowther's Report, Gold Conast, R
SELECTED ENGLISH PATENTS-:' '
Tes.—No. 15817.—The Waygood-Tapholme. Grocers
Machinexry Co.; Ld., and % Tupholme, Falmouth
Road, London.—Relates to apparatus for eutting,
_equalizing and blending tea. The eutting apparatus
conaists in & pair of the usual cellular rollers: and two
"knives A in confact. therewith, which are fixed en -
shafts B carrying levers conneoted by a spring Pawls
_are pivoted on the levers and are usually supported
by the fixed checks, but’ when nails, stones, or-other
articles push back either of the knives a littls, the
‘corner. of the pawl moves in to gear with a cam
_on the roller shaft, and the lever C is_thereby pushed
far¢her Wsug, go that thg knife A is turned sufficiently
. e foreign body to pass. The spring D thex
' brings the kiife backto the cutting position.. From
the enttor the tea falls upon a fravelling band, to which
other teg may alsd be supplied, ard . couveyedto s
mizx'ng-eylinder containing three canted wings ard two
bayonet sided trihvdrops which duting a'few révoln-
- tions of the .drum, effect the blend:ng. The deér of
the drum is opened and closed by a peir of racks
thereon, which can be. pot into gear with two
piniong ‘on shafts abcve and. below, operated. res-
geehvdy-b¥~a-pulley with au endless rope, and by a
and-wheel, From: the mixing drum the tes ghdss
gently into troughs. in which scoops fit. .easily. Or
the tea may be delivered into a chest bya travelling
belt. For delivery into bins on the: fioor. below: & -
r eelver or carriage js used having four irianguler,

m—r—y

| * Written two yoars ago—Ep. Tud, i -
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the fibre. Tt is chiefly used for broghwsking. I will
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doore in the bottom supperted by chains. The ear-
riagg;is Tun over a hcp;;ar_coﬁtaining dliding doors
8o that - either -of the tout bins may be filled.—
Indian ~:Exzy§mn Aup. 25, : : o

traliz). Confined to 8 very restricted area it
flourishes only in the northern part of New Zealand
—chiefly in thai narrow peninsula tapering off to-
a8 bold headland—and iz the unfisputed sove-
reign. of the Australasisn forest, No other iree .
can approach it in. grandeur of proportion or.
in impressiveness, when, a8 ode of a class,

'THE AMSTERDAM BARE SALES,
The Oinchonp-tark sa'es to be beld in Alnsterdam

¢n August will covsist of 355 cases and 4451
Lales (about 423 tons) divided as follows:—From
Government plantations, 67 oases and 231 bales (about
28 tons) ; from private planttions 288 . cases and
4,320 balen {about 395 tons,) This quantity contaios
of druggiets’ bark: Buccirubra quills 11 bales 296
vages ; succirubra: broken quills and chips 150 bales
59 eases ; succirnbra root 5bales. Of maoufacturing
bark : Ledgeriana broken guil!s and cbipa 3,102 bales;
Lecgeriann root. 509 bales; officinalis broken gquills
and ehips, 10 bales ; hybrids broken guills snd chips
350 bales; hybrids root 14 bales.—Chemist and Druggist.

COFFEE CULTIVATION IN THE BLUE
., . MOUNTAINS : JAMAICA, -

T reached Oedsr Hurst shorély after noon and
necomprnied by Mr. Fraacis, I visited his Coffeo
Plantation. Fortanately the gatbéring of the crop

it holds its own over siretehes of country hundreds,
of mileg in exteni. Unlike the pines of .the Old
World, it bas no ncedles, but masses of small.
pinnate leaves of an olive-green colour, and in
the esrly spring tiny ‘white blossoms. In the..
autumn the branches are loaded with apple-shaped

cones. When towering singly or in & groupabove -
the mixed bush it repels the undergrowth and

wanton parasites on every side, the limits of its .
sway being marked by a bare, round patch of
brown  c¢arth, As s rule, however, it growsin
forestd sscred to ifs own species. In Auckland.
Provines thereis, or wes, & wood exfending over .
hill and dale, mountain and gully, for fully 5008..

miles, and faxther south there are others of hardly -
 less area. The trees stand olose together, mof

branching out until near the top. The diameter
at bate measures frern 30ft, to 60ft., aitaining
a height of from 100 fo

was 10 full progress at the time and I had an op~
pottunity ‘of oarcfolly chserving this operaiion. The
orop is gathered by men, women -and children, who
deposit. the ripe berries iu bags or baskels when
pickéd. Ope very noticeable feature is the skilfal
way in which ‘the negross carry the baskets, &c. on
theit heads. This is of great adysntage on such
ccensions a8 the présent because insterd of bein

obliged t0 uss oné band to move the basket bot

are avei'atle fof picking the frait. At the end of
the day all the coffee is brought ioto the recciving—
house, where it is measurved and thie pickers paid in
roporvion %o the t{n&nﬁ_ﬁy they have gathered, If
abogrers’ are plentiful 1/ per tub i; the price usually
puld.” Sometimes a womap will pick as moch as a
fub and & quaxter in the day, but this is exceptional,
Extreme waschfulness is necessary on the park of
those who supervise the pickisg gangs, as there is

g 130ft. Dbefore it
shows a single bough. The boles of quite:
- young trees are often 20f. in girth, and 100ff.
in height, while soine patriarchs soar up straight.
as a larch to close on 200 ft. Above this.magoi- .
ficent pedestal spread the leafy crowns, interlacing.
. with one another until daylight can only enter in &
| dim anbdued fashion, as it afraid of intruding. When'
eompared with the titan’c dimensions of the stiok,
howeyer, the banghs appear smaliand insignifieant, .
and never display the gracéiul eprves and noble .
dome of an English oak or elm. A kauri grove onoe.
seen oan never be forgotten. To walk heiwesn.
its mighty pillars, smooth and dark as. ebony
uniform in age and height, and burried in a-
perennial twilight and a gilence; that the wildesh
A storms only disturb by the merest ripple of
s tendenoy to £ill up with green berrirs. When how. | sound, awakens a feeling of awe. Mile upon
evet; this is detected, the defaulter js severely | mile they streteh inte .distance in a majestia
reprimanded and a deduction is made froim his or | procedsion, which follows every - jrfegularity im .
her tarnings. A tub of vewly picked coffes should | the land, The monotony and stillness are
yroduce’ hall & tub of parchment ccffes or about20 | gpoolute, Sounds of animsl lifs are never
pontolla of marketable coffee, Before legving this heard. Th tented droning of insects. and.
part df the suhjct I might mention that whilst going f“&' o 406 ‘conb_ _Groning, @ “;5 5, aad.
round this estate I had a clear illusttation of the | 818d singing of birde, are as vigorously exoluded |
imprudence cf allowing the tree to grow to s greater | 88 the sunshine. The kauri reigns .supremein it .
he'ghs then say eix, or at the most seven feet. The | OWR domain, Nor is the luxuriods under-grewth
trces in many instances have not beea topped, but | of the bush toleratad—no palms or tree ferns, no
have been permitted to grow as bigh as eight or ten | shrubs or orohids, none of the besutiful parssites .
fret. In order to- reach the berries the pickers are | which make the mized woods so enchanting;
nothing bat a living carpet of delicate maidepa .

obliged to pull down the branches, and the conee-
quénce is that the topmost ones are frequently broken | hair, But to bring homs to the mind the stapen- . .
- dous size of the ksuri it must be compared with.

and the tree itself vexry much injured. On the whole
the tr:es on the Cedar Harst Estate weie hearing | tpg “largest trees in “these islandg. In England
there ars several elms 70 ft. high and 30 It. in .

heavily and appeared to be in & healthy and flourishing
tondition. Some estates in the Blue Mountains of girth ; oaks 80 fi, high and 40 ft, in girth ; and in
Scotland there is an ash 90 ft. high and 19 f: .

Jamaics produce as much as 100 tierces of coffee
anually, A tierceis equal to 800 Ib. S0 that the total
produce is 80,0001b, and the coffee realises fromr
115/ o0 120/ ox 130/ per ovzﬁ.—-—Rgport af Mr. Crowther,
Curator, Bolanic Station, Gold Coast Colony.

in girth. But these are regarded as extraordinaty, -
. and grow in solitary grandeur. The average girth. -
- of 8 tree in Britain is not-more than 12 ff., or .
- ;hedaglelrage height s;llmve (;Okﬁ. But 1;1:1“New' éZe'Q- N
‘ , : | lan ere are miles of kauris whose. avérage -
" _ -MIGHTY TREES. height is not less than 100 ft. and whoge gn\‘-hngﬂ
N gorh&s pnat_ﬁﬁf;teen lygt'a 31: Nnva})Doﬁkyards‘ not less than 30 ft, . IR
aye. been partly supplied with o timber brought { A ‘tree somewhat mimilar to it in appearaiios, -
from the Antipodes. Thus under beneficent Free | put not go valuable in a commercial ms‘ense,n?iﬂi:
Trade the Britain of the Bouth sends ils subgtitute | fourd in the Fiji Islands, a faot  ascertained by
fot oak to the- Britain of the North, sixteen thou- | Captain Cook in his several vigits-to . the South
sand miles away, It is largely ueed for spars and .| Seas. He then prononuced the kauri pine superior
. Jards; and as masts for {he largest war chipshas | to Norway pine, a judgment = which heg since .
been - found superior fo all others. The tres | hesn abundantly verified. Nosonly i it & source.
yielling 2 wood 8o favourably known to trade | of wealth to the Co'ony—the value of the esport -
pod naval eaperiy iy the kawei (Dusmmats Aus- | {rade ayeraging 176,731 & yoar—but it js used
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