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INDIAN AND CEYLON TEA: _
Taer Axvvir Review By Messss. W. J. & Hxw
TroMpsoN 0F Mivcing LANE.

. The well-known Mincing Lane leading firm of
-Tea Brokers always furnish an instructive and

. "interesting Anpual Report on the market and

,progpeats, and the one supplied on the prezent geea-
sion is no exception to the rule. It is full of
. Buggeslive remarks, and praatical hints which
- ought to be turned to accoun$, at least by the
. more careful and thoughiful among our planters.
We see how oclearly seasonal, climatioc causes
- arg reoognised as effeoting
of leaf and even the manufaeture; and the
evidence ihat the planters and Factory managers
were pot to blame is afforded
- that the properties which were wanting in Indian
tea, as a rule, last season, were those that must
be “in the leat when plucked.” The result was
_found in lower prices, and the ayersge for 1893-94
“as well as the aerop are likemed unto those for
"1891-02 and contrasted with the finer crop and
hetter prices of 1892-93. The comparison is as
follows ;=
‘ Indian tea—average price i
1893-94 | ... e 9654,

189293 ... .. 1130
189192 .. - . 10°17
189001 . .. 1175

But there is ome faet brought out in the figures

appended to Mesars; Thompson’s Report which
deserves gome dongideraiion : the average yield

per nere is wonderfully tha samae in the two years
of high, as in the two years of lower, average
prices, Thus in 1890-91, the crop peracre averaged
413 1b,; in 1892-93 it was 406 1b., and the prices
approximated {(notwithstanding increasing exports)
to within 45 cents of a penny ; while in 1891-92
the average crop per acre was 88 high as 441 ib,

and last gemson it was 439 ib. Now, surely, here .

we have a olose sonnection between fine plucking
and a high average and bstweén heavy erops per
acre- and o lower average ?

What we are told ebout the
typs in tea required to meet
mand of different disiriots
the United Kingdom, is very
the pature of the water in the various localities
chiefly accounts for the variety. Moreover, in this
fuet we have the reason wby Russia, the United
States and Canada are slower to take up our British
grown teas: but it seems that in such directions
COoylon has a considerable advaniage over India,
8s it ig her  clean sweet liquors " which are most
in request in both America and ‘Bussia. 'But then
we aro glad fo see that the Messrs. Thompson
most eémphatically—and more than once~— ingist
that there ¢an' ke mo rivalry between Indian and
Ceylon teas in respeet of new markets; for,
wheatever quantity of the one is re-exported by so
much must the other benefit in Mincing Lave,
It would bs well if Ceylon planters mora elearly
replized  this lesson with reference. to the Tea
Campaign in Amerioa projected for both eountries.
—Finally our planters are urged, it possible, to
arravge for greater variety in the oharacter of
their teas and more especially to spa that their
s Broken Pekoes ' have the distinctive liquor and
leaf assoeiasted with that favourite grade,

Turning to the Statistics appended, it is satis-
faotory to find how well *“Ceylon" kespe up in
home deliveries and re-exporis ; but the steady
fall in average price from 10%d and 1id to 934 and
83d is far from being equally satisfactory—even
though India during the past seazon has suffered
in equal if not greater proportion. Meantime we

wide diversity of
the varying de.
and towns in
interesting ; and

the crop, quality

in the fact

Y ’ ] ' .
commend this very full and able Annual Report

~—reproduced below—io the. garefal attention of our
planting readers, ) " )

Since writing the above, we have seen an article
in the Indian Planters’ Gazeite on the ‘¢ prospects
of the tea meason,” which containy a good deal
of advice for the planters of Northern India. We
make a fow exiraois of the more. telling passages t~—

It is, we believe, gonerally understcod that fine
plucking is to be the rule, and looking io the in-
oreased yield from fresh plantings and greater
maturing of bushbes, this is @& wise decision. All
mugt realise the injudiciousness of throwing a lot of
ocarse, weak fem, on the market, that but realises
barely enough {o meet expenses. The first $wo sales
held in Oaleutta emphagise the becossity of confiving
msanufacture to the choicer varieties and, though
possibly, owing to the rate of exchange, miore tea is
likely to be shipped to Europe on garden acsount,
the idea of imegining that purchasers here will take
anything, as a remitting mediuwm, must so longer be
indalged in. It must be patent to most people that
the time bas arrived when none bus the better claases
of tea will pay, and those .propricters who, from
poorness of soil of their lands, inferiorjaz, difficulties

| of communication or other causes, cannot put. their
teas down here to realite an aversge of ah least five

annas, will bave to seriously consider their position.
The days for showing a big oub-turn rpgardless of
quality are gone, and coarse teas Will no longer meed
with sttention at the hands of purchaserg.® * -~ *

In so far as outturn, strength and flavor the teas,
of 1894 will hold their  owh against any previoms
seagor, and we have dwelt at length upon the only
rock shead, which should bas earnestly studied, ere
too late. The United Kingdom reckons upon re.
ceiving from Indja some 118 million pounds, bnt -is

‘would be far better fur the grower to send bué 100

million, though of eolely good quali:igs. One year’a
diminished supply to London would prove to the
trade that we are uot prepared to be satisfied with

-a mere fifth of the profits of our indusiry, and it is

certainly time {hat the snnually increasing.downward
tendency of the auction .prices shounld be arrested ;
resirietion of out-turn is the only way in which this
can be accomplished. From phe present date-the
scason  is. promising enongh—if the great .mis-
take of flooding the markets ia not committed. The
tea interest has the comwmand of affaira entirely -
in its own hands, and i it fails to 'steer clear of
the shoals and quicksands we have pointed out, will
have but itself fo blame for the consequences, Since’
the foregoing was written we notice that Indian
tea is more in favor in London, several samples - of
Ceylons shewing a marked inferiority not only being
thin in liquox but ssur. If thie is eorrect our planters
sbould strive their very utmost to retain the pesition,
It is worth remarking that our opinigns as to the
markef being in the hands of producers isendorsed,
and we earnestly hope that this consensus of views
will be laid o heart, by those responsibleé for the
conduct of affairs. 'We cannot, however, in face of
what we have written, share in the anticipations
of The Indian Daily News that stocks are likely to
be lower by the end of Augnst than in any previous
year,as we have shewn the amount in steck, and
our ndvices from the districts indicate hemvy con-
gignmenta en voute. Ifany proprietors ¢an afford to
hold; let them do so0. : ,
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Pablication of the figures for the 12 months ending
81st May, completes the ctatisticsl record of the sea.
son, and gives an opportunity for reviiwing the year
;hzt is past, sud of examining prospects for the near
ntu ... . ;
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. Progresgive movement is the prominent feature
in the retrospect——and progress neither spasmodio
nor exceptional, but systomaticand regular, in pro-
duction ; in consumption abhome and demand from
abroad ; and in the application of gkill and re-
Spurce in solution of difficulties which the planter
has to face at all times, and the merchant in periods
of general trade depression. 'The ontecme of the
stadious attention givenin past years to the develop-
ment of the great tea intercst of Iodia and Ceylon
ig——that the industry remains remunerative and
prospering notwithstanding the decline in the market
value of produce,

As regards INnpiA—the season was one of exceplional
difficulty owing to incidents, climstic in origin and
out of control, in some places lessening the productive-

ness of the bush, oraffecting the quality of the leaf; |

in others interfering with the process of manufaciure.
Although some few parts seem to have been epescially
favonred, others were at a disadvantage during the
whole year; it is, therefore; not surprising that while
there are instanoces of distinct improvement the entire
crops from a coneiderable pren have failed to main-

tain their full standard of excellence,.

-That the deficiency, where shown, was maioly due
to the cause indicated. and not to lack of care or to
uandue eagerness for excessive yield, finda confirmation |

in the fact that the teas in question have been . fairly
good in appearance, audin the colonr of infused leaf
(the surest index of quality), though wanting the
fulioess and poiutin liquor characteristic of the typical
Indian tea—propetties which experience shows must
be in the leaf when plucked, and are not to be acqaired
by subsequent treatment, though essily lost by want
of skill and care. In respect of its composition and
character the corop closely resembled that of 1891,
presenting a marked contrast tx the fiver interme-
diate crop of 1892, which accounts for the altered
range of quotations, and very different movements in
the market compared with last season,

As oue ocaunos foretell the variations of olimate,
which coinbine to lower or xaise the geueral character
vf the crop, it would be impolitic to forecast the
particular direction iu which prices here may move
but récollection of other years warrants the conolusion
that a re-adjustment in- the range of value, with

distinet beunelit to the average price, would follow |

the receipt of a finer crop; whereas another largs
one, not plainly marked as good, may still further
accentuste the depressicn in the lower sorts, bringing
sorous hazard to those who mske them, with
wompensation in the form of bigh prices for the best.

Tuere is a policy, however, that we think without
question thoss should pursue whese estates oan give
tea of distinctive character and quality-—for whilst
others may possibly find 1t eafer to rely ona heavy
yicld at & low cost, they sbould sim at making a
speciality, and not be divert:d from doing so by
tempornray fluctuations in the markes seemingly adverse
to fine fea. This more especialiy applies to some
parts of Darjeeling and Assam, but we fail to under-
stand whby more persisient eudeavours on these lines
aee not made eltewhere, for fine tea wiil be appre-
¢iated hsre wherever it may come from, and in times
past some of the choicest tea came from CUachar,
Terai, azd the Dooars. : _

-I% is trye that the reduced retail quotation current
all aver the country wou!d seem to endanger the
fature of fine tea; but agaiuss this we set the fact
that, the grower has only borne’ a fraction of the loss
incidental to the cheapening process; thegreater pars
of it has beeu taken oub of the middlemen’s pockeb
by those who, following the modern teadeucy of trade
deal as pear a8 may be direetly with the produecer,
and sre thus able 0 meet the demward for good tea
at & lower retail price than used to bs paid. The
importance attached to **quality” as distinet from
* gheapness * by those who are trading successfully
on these lines, is the sign-post for producers in doubt
as to the direction thiey should take,

To the evc-r-me-nn‘ibg guaestiop, “'What sort of teas
shonld we -make?” th¢ answer todny muss be what
it hus been in the past-—viz,, the type thas oxger.ieno

~

| of time, is makin

shows to be the most suitable te your moil, plant, and
applisncess A wids diversity of fype is required. in
order to meet the varving demands of the Trade.in
different parts of the Kingdom, which do not schange
from year to year hecange the sause ie constant—
viz., the difference in the water used iu the various
localisies. As the proportion of China tea used lessens,
there is, it is trae, more enquiry for soft and flavory
kinds from consumers who prefer them to those with

| strong and pungent liguor; bus CUeylon, Sylhes, and

the Doocars can supply this want, and care must be
taken elsewhere to provide the varisty that bas
been such g valuable factor in the popularity of the
Iodiam product. - .
This question of water mainly accounts, we believe
for the slow progressmade in trade with the United
States and Canada, possibly also with Russia, which

| indeed is the mosat dinppoivting feature of the yesr;

whereas Ceylon Tea, masy yearsbeshind India in point
beadway mora rapidly. That the
export will expard as yesrs go ou, seoms’ patent—but
go far, from oné canse or another, ueither the Continent
nor America have appreciated the inherent good quality
of oéur finest tea, and when trade is done the margin
of profit is 85 narrow that there -is no special induce=
ment for any -who are not'p:rsonally interested to
engage in its - The sustained efforts ef Pianters and
others concerned should, however, take effeot; for
the thin esd of the wedge has been driven in by
the London Dealers who for years past have worked
quietly on a wercantile basis—so far perhaps with
little profit—with a view to the future. By gra-
dually accustoming consumets abroad to the taste
of our teag—as was done hete in the infancy of
the Indiaa trade—the way shonld ba prepared for
a larger business in the future. That foreign markets
should call fcr our low priced teas with clean sweet
liquors in preference to thefiner qualities is not wholly
a disadvantage, for Qeylon can give the supply if
India cannot; it is with euch kinds that the home market
if often over-stocked, and the reliefwill ba {he same
whether Ogylon or Indisn be faken. .

As regards Ceylon Tea, though from its marked
individnality it i: sometimes treated as an interest
separate from that of India, or even as anbagonistic
to it, that is not really the czseas far asthis market
is concerned; for the trade jiathe two growths moves
on parsllel lines, and whatever affacta the value of
the one eventually re-acts” upon the other, Taken
together they practically ocoupy the attention of the
Home Trade fo the exclusisn of other kinds, and they
meet each cther in competition very much as teas
from the different parts of India do, being appraised
by the buyers from the standpoint of relafive
quality asd value, allowing, of courss for the
epecial enquiry for Oeylon, Darjecling, Asgam, &o., aa
such. . Qur Comments uider the head of Indis, as
regurds the genernl tendency of trade and the outlpok
for the future will, therefore, be wore or less appli-
eable to Qeylon; bit a summary of the past year
would be incomplete without recognition of the

-gniformly good tea produced in the Island, and the

small proportion showing faulty waunufacture.

The opinion often expressed that quality has greatly
fallen off, arises from the meomory of those few teas
specially fine in’ grade as well as liguor, made years

{ mgo with a definite end in view, which certainly
| made the reputation of Ceylon. The system now

generally adopted, aud presamably (he more profitable
alters the grading of the leaf, and gives Havour or
pungeney in place of the deep rich liguor . that at
first constituted the special distinotion of Ceylon tes;
bnt the greater portion of the teas that now conie
before us are of fairly good quality, though often
of low grade, snd, a8 a whole, are superior to some
of the intermediate crops received ‘during the past
egoven or eight years, While expressing this view,
we should like again to impress upen Planters that
a gteater variety in charscter is desirable, as the
uniformity which now marks so much of the crop
leagens the elasticity of prices;, and, as a matter of
fact, prevents tho use of Ceylon by some Who only
buy tea wish thick liguor, and will Zot {ake the light.
pupgent variety now principally made, ‘

R .
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The gradual change in the asjortment of the leaf
has somewhst'to do with ‘the lower-d value of ¢ Bro-
ken Pckoe;’”” mach now 8o classitisd seems masinly
composéd of Pekoe Leaf reduced in size by meocbanical
process, and has not the liquor peculiar to Lhe Broken
Pokoe that mekes itself, 8o tospesk, in tire course
of manufacturé. 'This applies to the Iudian crop as
woll asto Coylon, andis a mitter deserving attention
beoaase the process tends to creats small Faonniogs
and Dust, which arc uussealable when plentifal. The
majorit.y of Eoglish buyers prefer whole leal tea,
which they can reduce by their own machinery to
suit the epocial requirementa of their trade ; while
the Irish buyers r.quire Broken Pekoe with its dis-
tinctive liquor and leaf; aud sxpurtcrs will rarely
take ‘8 mixtare of leaf end broken.

Resu'ts of some of the INDIAN TEA CROPS
sold in London, season 1893. . '

Acreage Per Average Price |
Yielding. Crop. Acre. Realized.
1893-94, 1892-93.
1b. 1b. d. d.
Total .. 91,300 40,083,000 439 965 11-30

Previcus tables, which included - most of the
estates named above,

sults :(—
Acreage. Quantity. Per Acre, Price
1b. per 1b.
1892-93 85,780 34,900,000 406 0 1130
1891-92 78,500 34,640,000 441 0 1017
1890-91 71,600 29,600,000 413 0 11:75

The following figures taken from the Board of
Trade Returns, show the continuous movement by
which British-grown teas are displacing those pro-
duced elsewhere: .

Duty payments for the twelve months ending May:

1894. 1893. 1892.
per cent. per cent, per cent,
Proportion of Indian 5450 5151 50-80
Do Ceylon 32:00 30-52 28-15
Do China & Java 18'50 17°97 21-05
100 100 100

Exported from the United Kingdom for the twelve
months ending May:

1894, 1893. 1892,
percent. per cent, per cent.
Proportion of Indian 10:30 9-40 11-30
0 Ceylon 13-30 10°32 8:20
Do China & Java 76740 8028 8050
160 100 100

The progress of the Ceylon trade isshown by the
following statintics : —
- 1

& g3 &
Year endiog §*c - 3 g_g
28 H
g % < < B
1b. pkgs. per 1b.
31st May 1894 724 million 850,000 83d
(exclusgive of (spprox-
Teprints) imate)
do 1898 64 million do 790,000 do 91d
do 1891 474 million do 605,000 do 11d
do 1889 26% millicn do 381,600 do 1044

Wu. Jas. & Hy., THOMISON, Brokers.
The TOTAL EXPORTS

FROM INDIA during
pest three seasons were :—

1893, 1892. 1891.
To the U. K. 113,660,000 106,655,000 109,623,000
To Australia and '

New Zealand 6,325,060 3,850,000 5,130,000
To America 227,000 89,000 187,000
To other places 3,500,000 1,531,000 3,819,000

123,712,000 112,125,000 118,759,000
Re-Exported from
Epgland 3,321,000 3,340,000 3,761,000

——e e,

showed the following re- '

The TOTAL EXPORTS FROM CEYLON during
the past three years were :(—

, 1893. 1892, 1891.
To the U. K, 75,500,000 64,815,000 63,744,000
To Australia and

New Zrcaland 6,969,000 5,166,000 8,211,000
To other places 1,937,000 1,181,000 1,319,000
84,406,000 71,162,000 68,274,000

Re-Exported from
Bogland 4,066,000 3,447,000 2,093,000

— — o—

LONDON WAREHOUSE RETURNS for 12
months ending 31st May. ’

Import.
1894. 1893. 1893, 1891.
1b. 1b. 1n. Ib.

Indian 114,048,000 108,003,000 110,933,000 99,879,000

Ceylon 72,626,000 64,162,000 64,142,000 47,405,000
China 54,217, 00 54,296,000 60,224,000 69,756,000
Java 2,700,000 4,553,000 3,121,000 8,781,000

Total 243,691,000 é§1,014 000 238.420,000 220821000

Delivery.

Indian 115,683.000 107,187,000 108,177,000 100,708,000

Ceylon 71.076000 64.983,000 61,359.000 42,616,000
China 50,679,000 58,676,000 68,461,000 81,381,000
Java 3,053,000 4,017,000 8,341,000 3,995,000

Total 240,491,000 234,863,000 241,838,000 228,700,000

T it e e

Of which

| Home Con-

snmption 206,000,000 199,863,000 204,338,000 196,200,000

Of which
Export 34,500,000 35,000,000 37,000,000 32,500,000

Stock 1st June.

Indian 28,493,000 30,129,000 29,305,000
Ceylon 18491,000 16,940,000 17,761,000
China 19,697,000 16,150,000 20,360,000

Java 832,000 1,185,000 798,000 851,000

Total 67,518,000 64,404,000 68,241,000 70,828,050
WM. JAS. & HY. THOMPSON, Brokers
London, June 1894: '

26,661,000
14,975,000
98,341,000
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OveErrrODUCTION AND PRIcEs.—We long ago
made up our mind a3 to the folly of attempting
to dogmatize (and argus by the editorial column,)
on a question which divides the very first currenoy
and fivancisl authorities of the age in the City
of London. Our morning contemporary is there:
fore weleome, so far as ws are eoncerned, to
continue till the Greek Kalends his esesy-
writing on Gold, 8Silver and Currency topics.
We do not know that they will do any on3
barm, while those who &8eek the highest
suthorities will soarcely give them the pre-
ference over the utteransea of the metropolitan
bi-metallism organs. DBut if there are to be looal ex-
positions af all, it scems fo us they ought to
have more of a distinctively local bearing. Now
we ehould like to know how the cases of coffee
and cocoa—io nams but two of our products—
can ba taken, in their range cof prices for ten o1
twenty years baok, to illustrate our contemporary’s
theory. There has certainly been no * overpro-
duation’ of Ceylon or other coffee : nevertheless has
the price fallen in coneequence of the appreciation
of gold ?



