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MARGOSA YIELDS MANURE AND INSECT REPELLANT

The kernel of margosa (Azodirachta indlca) seed 
can be crushed and made into a suspension to be used 
as an insect repellent. Margos a suspension has been 
sprayed on rice crops, seedlings in nurseries and 
vegetable crops with good results.

Brown plant hoppers avoid feeding on rice plants 
sprayed with margesa kernel suspension. Spraying 
this suspension in tobacco nurseries is  reported to 
have given good results.

Margosa kernel suspension is  a good insect repel 
lant.

After extraction of o il from seed the residue 
mixed with urea and applied to crop plants. Margosa 
cake inhibits n itrification and as a result nitrogen 
in urea is  released slowly. This is  very beneficial 
because i t  reduces nitrogen loss from urea.

In India application o f 300 kg uraa  mixed with 
margosa cake is  reported to have given much higher 
yields tha& application o f 400 kg o f urea to 1 hec 
tare o f sugar cane. Application o f margosa cake is  
reported to have increased:

Cotton yields by 37%
Rice yields by 19%

Margosa yields excellent timber. Margosa can be 
grown in well drained soils o f dry zone in S ri Lanka. 
Margosa grows well even in poor so ils  and is resis 
tant to both drought and insect pest damage.

I f  farmers adopt the use of margosa kernel suspen 
sion to control insects, the rural sector w ill be 
benefitted due to generation o f employment opportu- 
nityyin collection and transport of margosa seed.A 
reduced use o f imported insecticides can lower 
cost o f production and increase farmers net profits.
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