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‘Guinea A, (a strain of Panicum maximum) and Guinea B,
were introduced into the country prior to 1824, Guinea A~
is a very hairy, broad leaved grass. It grows freely along
road-sides, embankments, reserves, and waste lands in the
low and mid-country areas and in lower montane zones.

This grass is considered a weed in cultivated fodder
and.arable lands. Yet this grass is the chief feed utili
sed by the dalry industry in the middle elevations (1700 -
3000 ft. above sea level.) It establishes easily by seed

and persists under repeated cutting.

Results of a trial, to evaluate this grass is given-
below. The plots (size 3 x 3) were given a basal dressing
of Phosphorus. Potassium and Dolomitic lime. The crop
was harvested at 6 weekly intervals.

Amount ‘of N applied (Kg/Ha/Year)

o} : 125 250

Dry Matter Yield in Kg/ BHa.

Guinea A ' 18,800 21,000 : 25,760:
Guinea B 10,800 17,400 16,000
Guinea 435 . 12,400 16,000 20,700

Laboratory analysis indicated that Guinea A a
had, 20-
308 Dry Matter, Crude Protein below 8% at N._ level, aéd 8-
12% in Njo& NZSO treatments and crude figre 32 - 36%,
Igv?vo digéstibility is about 60% (Kexth - 1972 unpublish
e
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The results prove Guinea is a high yielding grass.
This grass flowers early.: ‘there fore harvest at frequent
intervals, and mix with legumas or high protein tree fod
der to improve forage quality. Steep and slopy land under
this grass should be considersd a useful fodder resource,
and utilised better by adoPtlng gocd management practlces.

Gt,inea A also is a good Pioneex rrg..p cn  uneconcmic tea
lands in the mid-country that are belng diversified into
pasture.
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