
TIKE OF PLANTING STUDIES OF INNALA,
GENEUS: Coleus, FAMIL, : Labiatae.

Ms. Y.D. Jayasuriya, (Research Officer) 
Regional Agricultural Research Centre.

Makandura, Gonawila (N.W.P).

Introduction:

Innala is cultivated for the small dark brown, 
aromatic tubers, used as a substitute for potatoes 
(Solanum tuberosum). Innala plant is small herba­
ceous cultivated as an annual crop. It has suc­
culent stems and aromatic leaves, propagation is 
by suckers obtained from sprouted tubers and tubers 
can be harvested 6 months after plantoing. It is 
usually planted under coconut as an intercrop. The 
average yield is 5-9 m.t/ha. under coconut.

Time of planting Innala is extremely important 
mainly because the yields depend on the appropriat- 
ness of the time of planting. Although casual 
observations on time of planting - yield relation­
ship were discussed at various occasions, no proper 
experimental data had been confirmed. Therefore this 
experiment was done in 1984 Yala at the Regional 
Agricultural Research Centre, Makandura to study 
the effect of time of planting on tuber production 
and\the yield of the innala crop.

Materials and Method:

Two,local cultivars and one introduced cultivar 
were used as test crops in this experiment:

1. Cuttings were planted on raised beds
(18 cm high) at a spacing of 25 cm x 25 cm.

2. One cutting per hill was planted.
3. The crop was given a basal fertilizer 

application of 10:25:40 lbs/Ac of
N. P205, K20.

4. Basal fertilizer was supplemented with-
(a) one month after making ION lbs/Ac,
(b) 2 months after planting 10 lbs N and

v . 20 lbs K20/Ac ,
(c) 3 months after planting 10 lbs 

per acre of N.
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TABLE 
I. 

Tuber yield as affected by time of planting Innala 
at Makandura. 

Mean tuber weight per plot 
in kg.




