
GRAFTING THE PAP AW
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The method o f  g ra ft in g  the Papaya i s  so . 
sim ple that i t  seems remarkable that i t  was not 
d iscov ered  e a r l ie r .  The d i f f i c u l t y  ev id en tly  lay  
in  the fa c t  th a t a bearing papaya tree  under o r d i ­
nary circum stances has no bud wood fo r  g ra ft in g  
purposes. A fte r  a seed lin g  beg in s t o  f r u i t , i t  
does not norm ally produce s id e  shoots which can 
be used fo r  rg r a f t in g . I t  has been observed fo r  
some tim e, h owever, that i f  the top  o f  a bearing 
tr e e  i s  cu t or broken o f f  a c c id e n ta lly , a la rge  
number o f  shoots begin  to  form, one from the upper 
part o f  each le a f  s ca r , th at is  the a x i l  o f  the ! 
l e a f .  This takes p la ce  three or four weeks a fte r  
the tr e e  i s  d e ca p ita ted . I t  i s  these sm all sh oo ts , 
o f  which as many as f i f t y  or more may be produced 
by a s in g le  t r e e , th at are used in  g ra ft in g  the 
papaya. One o f  the shoots i s  taken when a few 
inches long and about the diam eter o f  a lead  p e n c il  
is  sharpened to  a wedge p o in t , the le a f  surface r e ­
duced, and in se r te d  in  a c l e f t  in  a young seed lin g  
papaya p la n t which has been d eca p ita ted  when 6 to  
10  inches h ig h , and s p l i t  w ith  an unusually sharp, 
th in  g r a ft in g  k n ife . At t h is  age the trunk o f  the 
young seed lin g  has not y e t formed the hollow  space 
in  the ce n tre . i t  i s  not necessary  fo r  the stock  
and the s c io n  to  be o f  equal s ize*  the s c io n  should 
n o t , however, be la rg e r  than the s to ck . A fter  in ­
s e r t in g  the s c io n , the stock  i s  t ie d  f irm ly , but 
not t ig h t ly ,  w ith a sh ort p ie ce  o f  s o f t  tw ine. The 
g ra fted  p la n t should be shaded fo r  a few days a fte r  
the g r a ft in g  has been d on e , and the twine should be 
removed on the s ix th  or seventh day. The b est 
su ccess has been, secured in  th ese  experim ents by  
g r a ft in g  p o tted  seed lin g s  in  the greenhouse or 
under the shade o f  a la th  house, presumably because 
the s to ck  can be kept in  good growing co n d it io n  
under these circu m stan ces. Under these co n d it io n s  

75 per ce n t , o f  su ccess can be expected . In 
the f i e l d ,  a ls o ,  th is  method has been s u c c e s s fu lly  
fo llow ed  -  QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.
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