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A B ST R A C T

G roundnut (Arachis hypogaea  L ) cultivations in the M ullaithivu district found to 
be dam aged by  an unrecorded Jew el B eetle (tentatively identified as Sphenoptera indica 
Gory & Laporte, 1839 (Coleoptera: Buprestidae), requiring urgent attention for its 
control. A  field test conducted in M ullative found that Em am actin Benzoate 5% SG (250 
g/ha), C arbosulfan 200 g/L SC (1,200 m l/ha), Thiom ethoxam  20%  + Chlorantraniliprol 
20%  W G  (125 g/ha) are effective in controlling the jew el beetle w hen applied at 25 and 
55 days after planting. These three insecticides represent 4 M ode o f  Action Groups 
nam ely, 1A, 6 and 4A+ 28 and hence can be used intelligently to prevent resistance 
developm ent in the pest beetle to  these three insecticides.


