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Field sam ples were obtained from 5-6  w eek old cow pea plants from  

southern Dry zone. Enzym e-linked im m unosorbent assay (E L ISA ) w as used to 

test the 64 virus sym ptom atic lea f sam ples. The com m on viruses identified  

were Cowpea M ottle Virus, C ow pea Sever M osaic V irus, C ow pea Aphid 

Borne M osaic Virus and Southern Bean M osaic  Virus. The cow pea M ottle 

Virus was the m ost com m on fo llow ed  by C ow pea Sever M osaic Virus. 

However, Cowpea Mild M ottle V im s and C ow pea M osaic V im s were not 

detected in the lea f sam ples in the cow pea grow ing the southern Dry zone. 

Serological test also revealed that am ong the v im s types detected, single and 

multiple v im s types occurred in the plant sam ples. Therefore, this information 

can be effectively  used cow pea breeding programs to develop  cow pea  

varieties with m ultiple resistance genes to control several v im s types infecting  

cowpea crop.
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