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PLANTING IN SELANGOR, STRAITS 
SETTLEMENTS.

LIBERIAN COFFEE—PEP PER—CO JONUTS 
AND COPRA.

{from Mr. Ireacher's Administration. Report 
fo r  1893.)

Qoeeee.—The feature of the year in agriculture 
has been the spread amongst the Malays throughout 
the State—chiefly foreigners, Javanese aad natives 
of Sumatra—of the cultivation of Li'erun coffee, 
which may be ascribed to the high prices of late 
rnliog for this product and to the ease with, which 
this profitable culture can he Carried bo as compared 
with the laborious operations, followed by smaller 
profits, involved in the cultivation of rice.

In the Klang District the native coffee has ettracted 
the s uecial attention of European planters and has 
settled in the affirmative the question of the suit­
ability and even the superiority of low, rather swampy 
laud for the Liberian variety. In  this district, in 
several iostances, natives - have cut dowa tbeir sreca- 
not trees with the object of planting up wi h coffee. 
Europeans are now making arr.i ngemen* a to buy up 
native coffee and cure it  locally for the market, and this 
will have the effect of giving an additional stimulus 
to this brunch of agriculture in the State. There 
have been several applications by European planters 
for laud at Klang, but until the Government decides 
on a general scheme of drainage, the cost of which 
would fuff directly or indirectly on the estate owners, 
the opening np of the District by Europeans will1 
continue, as it now is, to be retarded. Few, I think, 
will dispute the desirability, in a country-the pros­
perity of whieh is at present almost entirely due to 
the working of alluvial fin deposits, of giving every 
possible encouragement to agriculture, the soundest 
basis of permanent prosperity and of a oonten ed 
population in all countries, both among the native and 
foreign sectionsjof the oommuoity. ‘‘That all our eggs 
should not be put in one basket, and that one should 
possets two strings to on-’s bow” are accepted dicta. 
With simple rules, fair terms and prompt deainga, 
with application”, couple! with a climate especially 
favourable to the tropical planter, there is ns reason 
why Selangor should not, on a smaller sole, emulate 
the agricultural success of Cry Ion. Prompt dealing, 
in a wisely liberal spirit, with applications for laid is 
an essential condition. There is only one planting 
season, this may be lost while an application is “under 
consideration,” and with the season may be lost to 
the State a good planter and permanent settler.

By the eud of the year there were 19. estates, con­
fined to the Districts of Kuala Lumpur .and Klang, 
owned by Europeans aud devoted, wholly or partly to 
coffee, aggregating 12,296 acres, of which 2,153 antes, 
were planted or being planted with Lfaerian coffee,

A “ Selangor Planters’ Association” has, I  am 
glad to say, been established, and is. the firat associa­
tion of the kind in the Native States; it L u m b e rs  
some sixteen members, Europeans. I  have ue doubt. 
that the association will prove of use and benefit to 
Government and planters alike.

In the Kuala Selangor District, one Chinaman is 
opening 100 acres and another 30 aorer, with Liberian 
eoffee. In Gin Selangor and Liu Langat f .reign 
Malays are interesting themselves in this cultivation to 
a considerable extent. In ihe Kuala Lumpur. District 
over 500 acres of land held under -customary tenure by 
M a la y a  are planted or being planted with this product. 
Coffee was exported from the State t , the extent of 
1,903 pikuls, valued at $61,302, as compared with 1,125 
pikule or $25,672 in the previous yeay.

P ejpk k ,—At the time when the price of pepper, 
owing to the troubles in AehiD, advanced to higu rates, 
gome Europeans engaged in the cultivating of this vine. 
Prices have of late been very low ; there may. be bet er 
prospects in view, bntitia perhaps doubtful wlmtlHr 
thia cultivation is not . better left to the Chinese and 
natives. There is a large pepper and. gain bier plau- 
tation owned by «t Chinese Tuwkay at Bepang. The 
export of pepper in 1893 is returned at 8,158 pikuls, 
valued at $74,971, as compared with. 5,746 pikuls 
valued at $57,134 in 1892.
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C o p e a .—Good prices have stimulate! the busi­
ness in this product; but I do not notice any large 
extension of coconut planting, coffee now engaging 
the native nrnd. There are no plantations in the 
hands of Enropeaue, but I consider that i t  would 
repay them to turn attention to this cultivation. The 
plantations are mainly the property of Malays, the 
manufacture of and the export trade in eopra are 
given up to the ,more indu trious Chinaman; The 
value of. copra exported during the year was $20,986, 
as compare 1 with $9,578.

------ =-----------:----- —
BRIXISH CENTRAL AFRICA-

M B. H . H . JOH NSTO N, IN  THE “  NEW  B E  V IEW .”
Quite 75 per cent of the natives of the eastern- 

half of British Central Africa are the friends and 
supporters of the British administration. Were it  
not so we should not be there. But it  is useless to 
disguise the fact that our pressnoe in . the country 
is eminently distasteful to the Arabs and to certain 
slave raiding and trading tribes, like the Ysos of 
Booth-Eastern Ny as aland aud the Awemba of the 
Nyasa-Tanganyika Plateau. The back of- the Yaos 
resiatanoe has been broken by the final defeat Of 
Makanjira, but there are still a few recalcitrant: 
smaller chieftains on our eastern' border who may 
seek to renew their raids on our territory,, who may 
therefore foroe us to fight but the struggle to the bit­
ter end. The Awemba will settle into friendliness 
when the Arabs are gone. As regards the Arabs,

I they must ail go—every one—and never be m,ad­
mitted. Some we may bribe to go, others we may 

: have to expel by foroe ;• but as long-as there is one 
Arab left in South Central Afrioa, so loDg- will 
there be a oentre of- the slave trade anda source 
of endless intrigue and stealthy opposition to the 
white man’s civilisation. That happy result will, 
however, be accomplished before many years are 
over; but even then we efinnot look to the white' 
man and the black man only to accomplish the 
regeneration of Central Africa ; we wanttha yellow 
man some shape or form, to fill an intermediate 
function between these two extremes.

In Tropical' Afrioa, the white man oannot hope, 
except in a few isolated mountain districts, to 
permanently colonise and create ior hiinself a new 

. home; bis role there; sb in Tropical Asia, is simply 
to direct, govern, and instruct ; to take the lead in' 
the organisation of commerce, and the utilisation 
of the raw materials o f  a neglected oontinent,

; The function of tha black, man is to serve, fox many 
’generations yet, as the .main d’cewre—the brute 
i force (so to speak)—which is the neoessary comple­
ment of the directing will. The European oannot 

undertake outdoor physical labour in the un­
healthy climate of Central Africa; if he attempts 
to dig, plbugfa, hew, or quarry, as bis regular* 

. avocation, he euooumbs-to the sun heat- or to the 
- strain on his physical powers; The nepo can do 
all" these things without harm to himself, but, oh 
the contrary, to h is . own profit, and with distinct 

’ gain to. his status as a m an; only, left to himself, 
he would do little or nothing.* He requires the 
stimulus, of contact with, a superior race, and, above 
all, he .needs teaching; lor his own arts and indus­
tries are elementary and unprogressive. In faet, 
the surface of. the greater part of Central Africa 
has been, through untold ages, scarcely more 
affected by the presence of the negro variety of 
man, than- by the baboons and the anthropoid apes.

Yet it is found that (especially in unhealthy dis­
tricts) there is much intelligent work to be done 
Which cannot' be entrusted to the average negro 
Who would be too careless, stupid, ignorant, . or 
eluigsy) and yet. where the employment oi the 
white man is too costly, both jin r{4fc to jtoaWk and - 
life, and in expenditure of money. Consequently
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one seebe the eolation in the introduction of a  yellow 
race,' able to stand a tropical olimate and intelligent 
enoagbto undertake those 'special avocations which 
in temperate climates would be filled by Europeans.

There oan belittle question as to the yellow raee 
which is called upon to take a share in the 
Tridiminium  of the eastern half of Africa : it is the 
Indian—the Sikh, the Parai, the Hindu, the Hindi, 
the Khoja, the Mennon, the Kattshi (Gutohee), th e1 
Goanese and the Tamul. The Arab is condemned 
ah hopelessly lazy, arrogant, ignorant, vicious and 
unskilled. The Chinees is an undesirable
immigrant for many reasons, which it is- not 
necessary to specify, and besides does not
appear to be well suited to the African 
olimate. The yellow race most snocesafnl hitherto. 
in Eastern Africa is the native of Hindustan— 
that race in divers types and of diverse religions 
which, under British or Portuguese sagis, has created 
and: developed the eommeroe of the EastAfrioan 
littoral.

The immigration of the docile, kindly, thrifty, 
industrious, clever-fingered, sharp-witted Indian 
into Central Africa' will furnish ns with the solid 
core of-our armed forces in that continent, and 
will supply us with telegraph clerks, the petty, 
shopkeepers, the skilled artisans, the cooks, the 
minor employ gs, the clerks, and the railway officials 
needed in  the civilised administration of Trnpieal 
Africa. The Indian, liked by both Black and White,- 
will serve as a link between these two divergent 
races. Moreover, Africa, opening this vast field 
to the enterprise and overflow of the yellow races 
Of the Indian Empire, will direct a large current 
of wealth to toe impoverished peninsula, and 
afford space for the rcaeption, in not far distant 
homes, of the surplus population of Southern 
Asia.—Public Opinion.

LEAVES OF TREES AS FODDER.
The Unitid Stu:te9 Consul at Chemnitz, in a 

recent report, describee tbe experiments made by 
farmers on the Continent last year ta feed, then; 
cattle on toe leaves oftrees. Tbe French, he says, 
have taken the lead in the moment. They recom­
mend exclusively the leaves of tha hazel, aspen, ash, 
elm, and willow. The leaves, after being. gathered, 
are spread on the hare floor to the depth of three 
to four inches, and are turned ones a day. They dry 
in from three to five days, acovrding to the weather, 
when dry they ere piled up ready for use. It is profita­
ble to prepare each day's supply 24 hours beforehand. 
There is mixed with tbe leaves t ,  be served each day 
a. small amount of choppad-up turnips, leaving the 
whole to ferment. Just before feeding, clover, hay, or 
Income is sometimes added.- This food has been found 
especially good for miloh cows. Young shoots and 
branches of trees, with their new leaves, are picked off 
every five years and fed to sheep. Tbese animals are 
vpry fond of the aspen, because of its resinous and 
Bwret buds. Willow leaves and fork mixed with 
o ts are regarded as a very pleasant, nutritious, aud 
strengthening food for horses- It is not good to feed 
the >t arts green; in fact, the cattle prefer them 
dried- Aaain, ih'ey should be served only with other 
fodder. Wtuu toe-leaves are young, they contain a 
large quantity of ni'ro^t i . As the lessen advances 
this great 1 ss,.as do also their nourishing.properties. 
It i s said that July and An^ust; when the leaves are 
fall grown,, is, the' best time lor harvesting them. 
Expermien's were ma e wi h potato haves, bn the 
ret nits were unsgtiafic or>. They, th-ul 1 be nBed 
only in times of gre at st-seitciiy, and only ineu to 
save the live stock. l ’Jr potatoes deprived of their 
’eayt-s Suffer much more tii3n is masin up 1 y their leaf 
value-, for fodder, Tim Consul concludes;—“ All, this 
trot hie- in Europe i% taken to  find substitutes., and- to 
save cattle, aud; yet 2,000,000,OQO bushels of the best 
food for man and be at burden the granaries, and

barns of the United Stales. Why do not the European 
farmers take our maze? If is infinitely better than 
their best substitute, is one-third as dear as rye or 
Whea*-, and, in the testimony of their own chemis's 
almost as nutritious; though twice as dear as potatoes 
it is more than four times as nutritious.”—T h e  T im es,

THE RELATIVE HEALTHINESS OF 
TEA AND COFFEE PLANTING.

Iffiiis subject has recently engaged a good deal of 
attention. Probably notice was first attracted to 
it by the statement made to onr London Corre­
spondent by toe Secretary of the Standard Life 
Assurance Society, that it materially affected iha 
question of reduction in the rate for Life Assurance 
in Ceylon. Subsequently we have seen the same 
cause assigned in onr Correspondence columns as 
affording some excnee—or rather reason—for toe 
alleged increase of a disposition among onr planters 
to take more frequent holidays and relaxation 
than used to be- the custom with those 
engaged in coffee planting. Now if there can 
be any good foundation for this contention 
we should Le the last to dispute its wisdom. “ All 
work and no play,” we know results in “ making 
Jack a dull boy.” It cannot be for the welfare to 
any country that its'industries should be epen o 
such an iadiotment, tit is, however, questionable, 
we think, if this oan altogether be sustained against 
tea. We are quite prepared to admit the prima 
fa d e  fact that the preparation—as apart from the 
cultivation—of tea, imposes a duty upon our. plan­
ters to which they were not in former days 

. subjected, When coffee was king all, or nearly 
all, the course of preparation was a distinct 
pursuit. The planter had. little or nothing to do 
with this, and the word “ factory" was unknown 
in estate procedure. But after all a planter oan, 
and does, only work for so many hours daily. The 
coffee planter passed most of these among his 
ooolies, exposed to the burning-rays of the sun. 
Some-of the time so passed is occupied by the 
tea planter> in toe factory, and he naturally seleots 
that part of the day during which hiB predecessor 
probably suffered most from tbe heat of out-door 
supervision. Which of the two conditions would be 
more likely to  injuriously affeot health? If the tea 
planter is incautious, enough to expose himself to 
external chilling by a sudden change from the air of 
the factory to that outside, of course itaanberealized 
he inourB serious danger.. But on comparatively- few 
oooaeions need this risk be encountered. If disregard 
be shown to commensenBe precautions we oan hardly 
be expected to sympathize much; and if it be 
observed, it is open to considerable, doubt, we 
believe, if tbe.tea planter has not tbe better of toe 
coffee planter in the situations compared. Nor
should one additional circumstance be altogether

.overlooked. It was well-known that when the coffee 
trees were in fall blossom- and the air was charged 
by and with a heavy perfame, fever often 
became prevalent on estates. So well-known 
a danger was- this, that European ladies often 
endeavoured to reside away from coffee plantations 
at the blossoming season. We have never heard 
that the wives- of onr tea planters are driven by 

'any cause arising from tea cultivation to  such an 
exodus. Of course the husbands or fathers whose 
duties compelled their remaining upon the coffee 
estates at toe particular season mentioned - must 
have suffered in some degree, and we doubt if 
as a whole, fever is now so common on estates 
cither among superintendents or coolies, as it was 

tin tbe days of coffee planting. We by no means 
desire to curtail legitimate amassment among our 
younger generation of planters; but we doubt if  toe


