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To the objestion which some hold that in the
lowcountry there
the eptates will eoon be worn out, I have
only to put forward the argument that Ceylon
planters have proved themselves too clear-headed
and business-like to neglect the obvious remedy
of mavure whioch, when suitably applied, will
gonerally make up for what the soil lacks in depth
or richness. '

I take no objection to the oclearing up snd

felling of the few reserve acres belonging to estates |

already in caltivation, but to the buying and

felling of large tracts of Orown forest or mative

chena land for the purpose of planting tea. (Singe
penning the above I have sasn the Report of the
‘Kelani Vailey Railway Commission, and the state-
ment there made of the immense increase of yield
expeoted in 3 years’ time, which lends additional
force fo my argument.) _

Another fatal practice is that of hungering after
large profits by coarse plucking and large yields
with low prices; in truth an unwise short-sighted
policy ! t iz this hunger after speedy fortunes
that is helping to hurry the market down, down,
down, and ﬁoeing for Ceylon her once fair name
for superiority. How much better will it not
be in the long run for tea planters to pluck good
medigm leaf (not necessarily fine leaf) and get
good prices even though at first smaller profits!
And though smaller, are they not likaly to be
more permanent, or is it even a fact that they
sre smaller?, for the difference in price be'w:en
good and poor liquoring teas is now piobably large

" enough to counterset the former advantage of
¢ quantity.” It is thig inferior stuff, with ‘cooty-
sack’ leaf and ¢ posts-and-rails’ which is undoing
us snd may eventually prove our ruin, :

A great deal of energy (with which I am
in sympathy) is now being expended in gaining
new markets in North America and elsewhere ;
put no amount of new igarkets wili compeneate
for the evil done by selling rubbishy tes, and it
is the superior article which will be the most
likely to capture them. The snemy iz at the
door, and it behoves planters to set their houses
in order and prepare for.the fight, the way to
commence which is to foreswear coarse plucking
and the making of coramon teas.

I had intended to add a note upon the vexed
guestion of overproduction, but as my epistle is

_ long enough slready, I will close; though perhaps

is no depth of soil, and that

I may make that the subjest of a future letter.— |

OUDEIS,

INDIAN TEA PLANTER ON “NEW
MARKETS FOR TEA)” -

Dear B1r,~Regarding the advisability of making
tea to suit mew wmarkets, up to now 1 have seen
this policy advacated only by * Biward,” by myselt,
and by the writer of the articla on page 744 of

1 am gir, yours faithfully,
AN

Tropieal Agriculturist of May Ist, 1894, and he |

ptates that the planters ** musi pander tothe public

taste.” I don't like the word  pander ” asif hss
uguslly an unfavourable significance. Is there

anything derogatory in smiting the public faste ?
The whole ory mnow is that Indian teas sare
 too” bitter and strong; bui the slightest refercnee
to past records, such ag the Indian Tea Oyoclopedia
of 1881, will prove that Indian tea has become so
from the strong pressure exerted by our ‘¢ market”’
to obtain the maximum of stréngth, And the
result ia that our medium teas go down on
their owa merits, our poor feas and our
rivals are supported by cur strong: tea. Our
best tess go for very moderate prices consider-
.ing their status; they yvonld obtain more favour
it taken for congumption pure, %.e., if made.

- hocue-peeus businegs.

fit for it. There may be many ways of getting
our teas better liked=-which alone would
increase the econsuription’? One method is simply
maturing the tea by oareful keesping. If every

{ estate gould be made to keep one per cent of its

tea for one year, and this matared tea could be
bulked (in several grades and qualiiies and prioes%
and offered to the congumer, I have noc doub

. that such tea would rapidly gain favour and gef

good priceg and lead to an inerease of consamption.
There would te no adveree criticism as to bitterness,
in fact it would come as a surprise to the consumer,
This maturing 4s done by circumstances, that is
to say the delay in distributing the erop; but once
it leaves our hands, no special care is taken to
keep it airtight. , -
So, again, ons way of testing the posgibility of

making tea to snit any market would be to induce

each esi{ate to make one per ceni of its crop on
samples supplied. One per eent even if gold at
low rates would affeet. no particular estate very
grievously, but the mass of tea would be sufficient
to test the sehemse,

In imitating any partioular sample one most
important fact is overlooked ; it is that the experi-
menter attempts to make “oup 1Es,"” and failing
to do so throws up the spongs. You get a sample
made in China and it is probably 5 or 6 months
old by flre time you get it ; it has been opened
and closed several times, and yet one expeats to
make a similar tea, I very mnch doubtthe posai-
bility of getting the peculiarities of old tea into
newly-made tea. I have some Qrange Pekoe three
years old, and T would defy any one to imitate it,
Ho either we must wire to China snd get samples
posted with the utmost despatch, or we must taste
our imitations several months after making, and
try and recollect the flavour and taste, &a:, of the
sample which we try to ecopy. Your Associations
talk seriously over the varions schemes Irid before
them ag. to the conquering of New Markets, bui
I #ee thai the scheme of making tea %o suit public
taste has not a8 yet been disoussed by any public
body. I believe that many planters hold the
views given above and they should now declars
themgolves. Apy leading planter who will give
his opinion with the force of his own name
might start the movement. And if sufficient force
is brought fo bear, it might be taken up by the
Associations. )

We bave to fight China, Japan, Java, and we
must sombine to do so. No amount of anonymous

| writing will get anything done,

It leoks ominous that so far only the Fndian
Planters’ Gazette, ** The Planter” and myrelf in
your columns have advocated the making of tes
with the deliberate intent of suiting the gonsumer.
I argue from this that Ceylon takes no interest in
the maftter.

But what guide have you that your present;
style of ten is the best suited to anyone out of the
market, and out of the mixing, blending and
It you are convinced that
you oanunot change with benefit to yourselves you
will natarally go on with booming ard bonussing, as
that seems to be your last resource. But “ Siward"
said let us ignore smali msn and small things—

-apparently you think that there is no greater

measure than handing roond tea in ocups, and
putting up big posiers with pretty pictures on
them. At home those who koow ory out at the
barm dons by our teas. The increase of lunacy
in Ireland iz altributed to our teas; Americg
has refused our teas for many years. What need
to say mors except that where China tea can be
got good it is the national beverage; witness

' China- and Russia,
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I happened to get the Englishman of May 29th, and
-the Ceylon Observer of the 22cd May on the sime
day. HRegarding the insrease of Lunacy m Threland
the Bnglishman says :—* The tea commonly wused in
Ireland is the cheapest China rubbish.”

The ( bserver seys:— In nearly every case the
extending use of Indian teas is assigned as the lending
contributory cause.”’

Would you kindly refer your own London eox-
respondent &o the - nbove~quoted para in the
Inglishman, and ask him 60 have the matter
settled definitely at home, before we become
alarmed.* . : : 1874,

>-—
DRUG REPORT.
(From Chemist and. Druggist.) B
) Londen, Juve 28ib,
CivgmoxA~—A moderate quantity of cinchona-bark ‘wag

cffered for eale at Tues’ay’s auvcetions. Thers Were six
catslogues altogether, divided as followss—

o Pacrages Packagen :
Qeylon cinchonsa . 208 of which 188 were gold
East Indisn einchoba .. 393 388
Javan cinchons 818, 318,
West Afriean cinchona 414, 4
Cuprea bark s 2L » — 4
1541 1289

The asgostment was nof remsarkable in any way, save,
perhaps, for the faet that the Ceylon bark, in point of
number of packages offered, #dgain stood afi the bottom
of the list. The supplies of Bast Indian bark will pro-
bably keep up for some months Ioniger, and occasional
consignments of West African einchona niay help to make
up o decent show at the fortnightly auetions; but prae-
tically the Liondon market, 8 far as cinchona-bark is con-

cernad, now derives whatever importance it still possesses |

from the old stocks stored here, which sre still fairly
censiderable, slthough shrinking rapidly. )

The bark cffered today was fairly well competed for,
pringipally by two German factories who, hetween them,
sevured nearly two-thirds, by weights ‘of fthe” tark gold.
The fone was firm throughout the sales. and the uniy
msy be pub at fully fd per Ib., or gquite equal to thitof
the previous auctions.

The following were the approximate guantities purchased
by the principal buyers :—

o . Lb,
Agents for the Auerbach factory . .. 78,492
Agents for the Brunswick factory T - 71,975
Messes, Howards & Sons . .o o 31,170
Agents for the Frankfort-on-the-Main factory and
Btottgart-works . . .- 16,164
Agents for the Paris factory .. . .. 14,848
Agents for the American and Italian works .. 134%0
Agents for the Mannheim and Amsterdam works 1,225
Druggists . . v 27946
Total quantity of bark soll ., .. 233,840
Boughy in or withdrawn . e 40,740
Total quantity of bark cffered. . .. 204,580

It should be remembered that the proportien of bark
secured by a buyer is no indication of the percentage of
the total amount of guinine in the sales represented by
his purchase. )

The pricespaid for sound bark were as follows —

CEYLON CrncHONA.—Original ;—Red variefieg : Poor
woody to fair bright quilly stema and branch chips 1d to

4 ; rather dusty root 2d to %3d  per lb. Grey va-
rieties : Low dull thin to fair bright strong stem and
branch chips 1d to 2 r 1b. Renewed— varieties:

Small thin to good bright stem #nd branch chips 12d to
24 ; five gtem shavings 34d per lb. Grey varievies: Or-
dégary t(ibia'it bright stem chips 24 to 43d; good shavings
< per b, | - .

JAVAN CINCHONA.—A parcel of 318 packsges (all deolared
to be of direct import) sold readily at the following rates :—
Original yellow branch sad stem c¢hips12d to 3d ; renewed
ditto 4d to 6§3d ; root 3d to 34d ; fine guilly chips 74 to
781; good 534 to 64d per b,

WEST AFRIOAN CINCHONA.~—Soveral cousignmenis of re-
cent import via Ldsbon, aggregating 414 packages, found
ready buyers. Fair medium to beld, somewhat irreguler,
quill of succirubra character at %§d to 2d ;. ¢hips, morg
or less quilly 12d to 2d per 1%, .

CUPREA BARK,-~The usual smsll assortment of Cupres
bark of 1882-84 import was brought eut again teday, but
nat a single acceptable bid could be obtained, and the whole
was bought in, fair quality per lb, .

* Qertainly.—Ep, TA,

QUININE,~Very dull, There -are sellers of second-hand
German at 10§d@ per oz, but no business is reported.
The manufactures’ quotations remain as follows:—He-
ward’s, in J-oz. Visls, is 3d to Is; 44 in tice 182d to 18
3d per oz 3 Whiffews in vials 1s 83 ; in fins 1s 13 per
o5, ; Pelletiér’s, in vials 18 51 to 18 534 per ¢z ; Fabbrica
i ombarla, in vialg is 8d; n ting 1s 1d per oz ; all the
German brands, o tins 1s 14 per 02,

- e

¢ TrOPICAT, AGRICULTURIsT,” —Your Hditor's de-
partura in supplying District Maps and descriptions
in the coutiug year is attracting much attention, and I
expect a very large inerease te the present subseribers
~—every estate ought to bave this Magazine—for it
contains so much of interest. So many people fancy
they do better by selling tea in the local market.
Let them study local sales and Mincing TLané's
which are so carefully recorded in the Zropical
Agriculturist, and I think the London market will
carry the day. The way to do this is to note the
prices of #ay Doloshage or Lowcountry tea in the
ocal market sales ag recorded in the June Zropical
Agricultumst, and then study the July number of
Tropicat Agriculturist conta,inin&r the Mincing Lane
sales as regorded in Gow, ilson & Stanton’s
Cireulars therein embodied—allowing on these cheap
te2s 1d or 13d for London charges which include
the Brokers’ charges, not, however, inclgded in
Colomb> averages.

CEYLON EXPORTS AND DISTRIBUTION, 1894,
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