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and Japan te a .. I f  tho Indian planter a would Btacd the 
l o s s ,  probably in a few years there might come such a 
displacement of China and Japan as Would prove pro­
fitable to the Indian producer.

Y e n s  ago the markets ol Btiropa were filled with 
American products tor which there was little demand. 
Year, after year they ware forced into consumption 
w i'h  great‘ loss to the shippers. In - time they ob­
tained a foothold, demand grew «n d  a profitable 
export'trade was secured. And there are good reasons 
to tuppore that fine Indian and Ceylon tea would 
gain a p-eminent place here. I t  would certainly im ­
prove the average grade of China and Japan tea 
imported. A  Urge jobbing house recently published 
the following advertisem ent:-

L O W  P R IC E D  T E A S
. ARB OFTEN A SNARE ANJ1 A DEtCSJON.

Y o n  give full praise to the green te a -o f Japan 
which Is largely consumed by the Natives and in  
Amercia, and Jon say that this tea is neither so 
bitter nor so strong “  ss to require to b e ”  doo'.orrd 
with m ilk  and sugar to disguise its bitterness. You 
thus infer that British grown teas do require eotre- 
thing to tone them dowb, Leaving aside the valne of 
milk and sugar as “  food,1' and presuming that tea 
alone should be drunk, can you wander at the hitter- 
ness and strength of Indian tea when you find that 
the strongest and most hitter teas fetch the highest 
prices ? In  fact every Indian and Ceylon planter is:de- 
voted to the making of tea in which these two qualities 
predominate, and to attain the perfection of strength ... 
some plantations have arrived at the manufacture of 
tra in large and paying quantities from only the top 
two leaves and the bud.

“  There never was. a time in the history of the tea 
bnsiheSi in New Y o rk  when there was so much trash 
offered as there is now. Consequently general quota­
tions, and'particularly auction sale figures are very mis­
leading. frequently we have inquiries ■ such as: 
What kind of tea is it  that we see quoted es low 
as 7 to 10 cents.” -

“  There is but one answer to 1 his, v is : I t  is a grade 
of tea that would drive trade away from any res­
pectable grocer. W e  do not buy or sell such goods. ’ 
We «*n and do-sell fair, sweet drawing Amoy Oolong. 
Moyune Young Hyson, Congou and Japan, ss low as 
13 to 1 4  cents. Suob teas can be sold by retailers 
without any special dissatisfaction, but no effort 
Should be made to sell them to customers who know 
wbat a good cup of tea is.”  .

If  good sweet, choice Indian tea  Can be sold a t 
auction from 15 to  30 cents per pound, i t  will in 
time cause a change in th e  character of tho  im­
ports, approximating the change brought about in 
England- The experim ent is w orth trying and the. 
planters ought to • pay  th e  cost of totrodnetian,—‘American Orccei-, - -
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PROPERTIES OF INDIAN AND 

' CEYLON TEA,
A REPLY TO MB. BEREST HART.

Sir,—In a  recent lecture, on tea, ice,, .yon state 
that an Unerring instinct has led all the nations of 
the Bast and South, and subsequently all the Western 
nations,: to adopt beverages of which the active 
principle is ‘J the&e.” You stated as respects ‘'tea,” 
(alter describing various methods of manufacture) 
than in alb cases the leaf most highly valued Was 
email top leaf of the twig and the bud.

I idfint-that we Indian planters can easily prove 
to yen that this fine leaf and b«d are intrinsically 
better in all respects a s , to flavour and in “ contents” 
than the lower .and larger leaves. You state that 
there is no reatson whatever to suppose this.

In  former days Indian p lan te rs . used to pluck as 
many as six leaves on one shoot—la te r  on the number 
was reduced to a  Im it  of fo u r: nowadays the ru  e is 
to take only two leaves and tho bad. Those who fake 
the third leRf make i t  in to  coarse tea  which sells a t  
a very low price.

Yon have pointed out that the lowest leaves are 
made into congou, the medium leaver into soipihonga, 
and the flue leaves into orange pekoe. There is m 
Indian “ congou’’ now. You warmly complimented 
Ceylon teas and Indian teas, pointing opt, however, 
that the great favour with which Ceylon teas were 
now regarded was no doubt due to the fact that while 
equally rich in thoiue they had a less proportion tif 
tannin than Indian teak, Why so it tannin ia; not 
injurious ? I. would ask you to enlarge on this dif­
ference 5 to r on tbrs point depends the welfrre c 
both Indian and Ceylon ter. '

I wish you to note that to spite of the fact tiut 
the Ceylon teas are in great favour ’because “ they  
had- a lessp-agortion of tannin ” it is well known u.&t 
Ceylou teas do not sell at as high a figure aa Indian 
teas—so t hat the Ceylon planter will Laterally en­
deavour, in spite of- any .consideration as to “ flavour," 
to make his tea as strong in tannin ss Indian tea, 
to order to get as high a prise,

From  your position as Chairman of the Health 
Society you are Baturaily on the gut m m  as to any 
product to general use which is of benefit or the 
reverse to those who use it. B y  using the term 
vitiated in  connection with the ruling taste for ’ 
Strong tea, yon disclose your opinion as to the effects ■ 
of such tea,
■ There is one sort of Indian tea .which I  think you 
can never have taBted, and that is good flavoury 

.indian’-tea kept for three years. . . . .
I f  not: you have no idea ol the mellowing effect of 

keeping tea, and what a superb beverage it is. Th ere  
is no trace of bitterness, and I  believe that such tea 
infused for only a few minutes would steal your 
affections from the Japanese green tea which you 
praise so highly.

I  anticipate that when it is recognized that India 
and Ceylon can manufacture any and every class of tea, 
that tea to suit all tastes will be made, and by this 
means the consumption, of tea by all classes Will be 
enormously increased; and that tea can and w ill be 
supplied which w ill not injure those who consume it 
habitually.

I t  remains with leading men of your position to 
discover what teas are good or bad; from the example!of 
China and Russia, two countries, of Opposite extremes 
as to climate, it  ia evident that tea can be universally 
consumed without prejudice to health, and those who 
are interested, and pursue the subject professionally, 
must point out what sort of tea is good and w ha t is 
bad. From  the brief reports on your lecture ( in  our 
Indian papers) i t  strikes me that yon have conside red 
the question of “ tea”  more from the point of taste 
than from  one of health.

F ro m  the planter’s »ide.in the discussion the ques­
tion. Of quality is Bapreme, .and no doubt you w ill 
admit that no highly flavoured article of diet can be . 
consumed in .very  large quantities. 8 0  that in  our 
interests, yon might for a time put aside the question 
of high flavour and. good taste. E ve n  the tea you 
give .preference to could not he consumed by- the 
kuik of the people in large quantities daily, because , 
the flavouring essences would surely be injurious.

Could we discover the oIbbb of tea . which can- be. • 
consumed in  the largest quantities w ith  the least 
possible injury to health, wo could undoubtedly supply 
that tea to the benefit of ail coneeraed.— Yours very 
“ n ly , An  I n d ia n  P l a n t e d .
—Calcutta Planter.

I n d ia n  T e a  n r  A m e r ic a .— W e c a ll a tte n tio n  
■? very straightforward and satisfactory address 
t  a- ~-“ airm an a t the annual meeting of the 
t o , ' , 1 Te a  Association. Have the Ceylon Jo in t  
tanu-Oommittee, w e are inclined to  ask, got. p a r- 
tioulars of the scheme adopted for M r. B leehyn- 
dens guidance in  Am erica? Th ia  ought to be 
considered,. seeing th a t Ceylon and India  are 
expected to work together; bat we see that In d ia n  
R anters only propose spending 8 8 6 , 0 0 0  a  year 
against the 880,000 to 890,000 (£6,000) w hich  '

Snually18 esl>6o4e<1 *° ^evote to the Campaign


