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and Japau tea. If the Todian plapters wou'd stavd the
lose, yrobably in & fow-years there might come sueh &
dispiacement of China auvd Japan as would prove pro-
fitnble - 1o the Indian producer. .
Yeirs ago the markets of Buarops were filled with
Americap products for which there was litile demand.
Yaur after yéar thoy ware forced intc consumption
wirh ‘grent “loss to’ the shippers. In- time they ob-
tained a foothold; demand grew and a profitable
export'lrade was séenred.  And there are good reasons

{o suppote that fine Indian snd Ceylon tea would

gaic’a p omineut place here. It would certainly im-
prove the svérage grade of China and Japan ten
sywported. ‘A large jobbiog houde recently published
the following advertisement:—
S LOW PRICED TEAS
. ARE OFFEN A ¢NARE AND A DELUSION.

“There never was_ a time in the history of the tes -

bsiness in’ New York when there wes so much trash
offercd as there is now. Condsguentiy general gnota-
tions; and particularly auection sale figares are very mis-
leading. Frequontly - we lave iwquiries such as:
What - kind of tea is itthat weége quoted as low
a8 7 to 10 cénta.” SR ) '
*There 18 but ong avswer to this, viz: Ttis a grade
of tea that would drive teade away from any res-

pectable. grocer. - We do. npt buy or sell such gooda.

Wecan and dosell fair; sweet drawing Amoy Oulong.
Moyune Young Hysop, Oobigou sud Jepun, ss low as
12 to' 14 centd. Suoch.teas ean be sold by retailers
without any wmpecisl dissatisfaction, but wno effort
should be-made to gell them to customers whe know
what'a good oup of tea is.” . - . ’ _

If geod Bweet, cheice Indian tea can be sold at
suction rom 15 to 30 cents per pound, it wifll ip
time ecanse a change n - the character of the im-
orte, approximating the change brought about in

ngland. - The experiment Ty worth trying snd the

pianters: oight 'to - pay the oost of introduction.—

American ‘Grocer, . -

" PROPERTIES OF INDIAN AND
» - GEYLON TEA, ~

A BEPLY TO ME. ERNEST HART, -
a recent lecture on tea, &e., you state

v

Siry—In

that: an- #nerring instinet has led all the nations of

the; Bast and South, and subsequently all the Western
nations, . -t0 - adopt beverages of which the active
principle-is ¢ theine.” You stated as respects ‘‘tea,”
(after deseribing vaxious methods of manufacture)
tham.in all- cages - the leaf most highly valued was
small top leaf of the twig and the bud. .

I-think-that we Indidgn planters ean -emsily prove
to you .that this fine leat and bud are intrinsically
better in all respeets ag .to flavour and in *contents,™
than the lower.and larger leaves. Yon ttdfe thab
there: ig no. reagon whatever to suppose this,

In former days indian - plenters. used te piuck as
many ae #ix leaves on one shoot~-later on thenumber

was reduced to o Lmit of four: nowadpys therve is..
to {ake only two leaves and the bud.. Thoee who take |

the third leaf make it into comrse ten which rells at
a very low price.

You have poiuted oup that the lowest leaves ars
madge into congou, the medium leaves into soyehongs,
and the five leavos ivto orange pekoe. There 45 no
Andian © congou” mow. Yeu warmly complirdnted
Ceylon ieas snd Indian teas, pointivg ont, however,
that the greéat favour with which Ceylon teas were
now regard.d wes no doubt due to the fact that while
equally rich in theinethey had a less progortion of
tannin than Indiantead, 'Why so if taupin is not
injurious ? I would ask you to enlarge on this dif-
ference § for on this poiot depends the walfire o,
both Indiah’ snd Ceylon tes. = o

‘I wish you to note thab in spile of the facy ihut
the Ceylon teas are in great favour becauss © they
had- a less proporéion of tapnin™ it is woell kuows that
Ceylon tees do not seil at as high a figurs as Indian
teag—-g0-that the Ceylon-planter will vatoially en-
‘deavour, in_spite of any consideration &sto " flavour,”
to make his tea s strong in tanoio as -Indian tes,
jn oxder o get &3 high a price.

You give fuli praisd. to the gren 't@a’éfof Japan
which is largely econsumed by the Nativea avd in

- Amercia, and yon say ‘that this fea is neither se

bitter nor £o strong *“ as b reguire to be ¥ doclored

| with milk and sugsr to disguise its bitterness. You
thus infer that British grown teas @o require Fome= ;7

thing to tone them dowh, Leavinig sside the valne of
milk nod ehger as “ food,” and presuwming thai tea
alotie-shauld be drunk, can you wouder at the bitter-
ness and strength’ of Isdign tea when you find that .-

the stromgest and wmest hitter tvss feteh the highest: -
prices? In faeteveryIndianandCeylon planter is-de-
voted to the makivg of tea in whieh these two gualities.

predominate, and &g attain the perfection of strength ..

some plantations have arrived at the manufacture of
tva in large and paying quantities from only the. top
two leaves and tbe bud. Co-

From your position ‘as Chaitman of the Health
Society youare naturally on the qu¢ wive as to any
product in general “wse which is of besefit or the
reverse to thosd who use jt. By usicg the: tefm
vitiated = in econneection with the raling taste for
strong tea, you disclose your opinion-as to the effects -«
of such fea,. o .
- There i8" one sort of Indian tea whieh. I think you =
can mever have tasted, and that is good flavoury
.indian"ten kept for three years. C . e

If not you have no icea of the mellowing efect of.
keeping tes, ard what n superh beverage it'ie. There
iz no trace of bitterness, and I believe. thatsuch tea
infused for only a few minutes would steal your ..
affections from thp Japanese green tea which you
praise so highly. : -

I anticipate that when it is récogm‘zéd that Inﬁ"fq"',?

- and Ceylon car manufacture any and every class of tes,

that tea to soiv all tasies will be made, and by this
means the consumption. of tea by all classes will be
enormnously increased ; and that tea can and wall be
supplied which: will .not injure those who consuneit-
havitunally, = . - . . S,
It remaing with leading men-of your position to
dispover what teas aregood or bad ; from the example.of
China acd Bussia, two countries of opposite extremes
8s to climate, it is evident that tes can be uUniversally
consumed without prejudice to health, and those who
arp intetested, and porsue the subject professionally;
maust point ovt what sort of ten is gocd and what is -
bad. From the brief reporis on your leetnre (in. our
Indjan papers) it strikes me that you have considered *
the question of “iea’” meore from the point of Zaste
than from one of healih. - o
_From the planter’s side.in the diseussion the gues~
ticn of quality .is supreme, and no doubb you will
admit that no highly Aavoured arficle of diet can be |
eonsumed in.very large quantities, So that in our
interests, you might for g time put aside the question .
of high flavour and. gcod taste. Even the tea you .
give preference 1o could not lLe econsumed by theé ..
bulk of the people in large quantities daily, becanse
the flavonring essencen would surely be injurious.
Could we aiscover the elsss of tea. which can- 6. -
congumed in the Jargest qusntities with the leass
possible injary to-henlih, we could undoubtedly supply

| that tes to the benefit of all concerned.~—Yours very

truly,
~Calcutic Planter.

AN IRDIAN PLANTER,

.
-

- Inpray TeA v A/Mnkxca.—-We call atteni}:ion

to the very siraightiorward and satisfactory address”

t the Chairman at the sunusl meeting of the '
I{td:m‘x Tea Associafion. Have the Ceylon Joint
Buu-Committes, we Bre inclined to aek, got. pars '
ticulars of the scheme sdopted for Mr, Blechyn- .
den's guidance in America?. This ought to be .
contidered, seeing that Cpylon and India aza -
ﬁé’:ﬁ:ﬁé‘ tgniwo'tk togsther ; bgli;g we 8ee that Indian +
prate) ily propose. .epending R36,000 4 .year
%g:;il:;g it:x_e fs%g%a ita- (1390.000 {Eé,ﬂoo) 'wﬁieh

-expected to devote t -
Anaually. P ! evote to tlfe Campaign



