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Mango (Mnnngif'era :mdu:a) is grown "in ‘various
parts of Sri lLanka, being adapted to a wide range

“of .climatic conditions and soils. ~ However the

- so0il :should not be water -logged: or infertile. Mango
- can. toleratn viry - high - {emperatures. = Howewer,
ra:.nfall is the mast limiting factor thau. af‘ﬁp-a:ts
’flowering, Frtut set and matur-atlmn.

The varwties commonly seen. grow:mca in various
sreas (introduced as well ams indigerious) are linked -
with different ecol ogircal factors; hence some varia-

ties ‘are adaptelﬁl to canritam agro—-ecolamcal regnons

;than the others. -

3 Most xntruduced varieties . are adapted to
the. Dry Zone, whorco ‘thoy giwe igher yields,’ w!uerp

es the - 1nd1qezmruo varicties are ovnd mn»catly in ¢
the wet zone. ‘JInter~ediate zone is roi identified &

for . commercial’ frii- cultuwre due to . the: llmx!tmd

_number aﬂ" vamelles grown, and it ‘is. mare auitmablm
for expanslm'a of imdigenosus varieties in azrn@ll__~

scale or as a Hone garden crop.

Emnpered ‘to other . fruit crops m.angn -is an
hardy plant ‘&gl ' continues’ to  bear. fruits for owver
. 30-40 years, wi:t.!th Jlnw cost. .of ma:.ntanam:e and ]less
a:t&.ent,mn,. ' y : o
, Hcmever, Ao’ \mmetles hm/c thelr aujwalnﬁzau;ﬂ
as .well as, dis ldvantamea in: commercial fruit cuiiture-
in relation “to canning or . as a whole Fruit’ for
the market, which determine  their.  patentiality.
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Varietal | arark gt lity:

- Due to n wide renge of ecological regions
in the counbtry,mango wvarieties difrer in adaptabi 11ty

‘to different zones. .30, thy Learing hebit of one
variety in two different reqgions in the same environ-

ment could change according to variations im tr-m';nar'a--
... ture -and, moistura. - 3, S P e |
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Most commonly grown mango :varieties in . the
'Dry Zone are: Karatha Kolomban, Ambalavi, Neelum,
. Chembattan, Pandi, Seelun, Willard, Dilpasand and
Salem. Varieties common to the wet zone are .:'
Vellai Kolomban, Peterpasand, . Parrot, Betti, Alpanso,
Dampara, Fibre mango, Honey, mango and Wild mango.
Pol-amba  and underground are common imn..the Inter-
- mediate zone. The Dry Zone varieties are also suitable
for the drier parts of the Intermedlate zone too.

_ Some varletles are - partlcularly dlStlnCt
in different areas. For .example, Parrot mango

in Kandy;. Rupee (Pol) mango in Kurunegala and Kullya-i‘_7

pitiya;. Betti-amba in Matara, Dampara in the interior
parts of Colombo; Fibre mango in the entire wet
.zone; Karatha kolomban and Willard in the Dry Zone;
Vellai kolomban in. the wet zone; and most of the
';ndlgenous varletles ‘are seen in the wet zone.

_ Dry ‘zone and the drier. part of the 1ntermedlate
zone are considered as the best areas for commercisal .

--fruit  culture, owing to its climate - and varieties
available. Wet  zone varieties can ' therefore ' be
‘utilized to suppliment ' the local market. However,
each variety bhas its own advantages as.,well as

'Idlsadvantages.

‘VAdvantages and dlsadvantagea.of some Mango varxet;est

- The- aroma, flavour and- taates of the ‘fruits
of different = varieties are unique.. Fruits are"
.with varying skin and flesh colours. It is utllxzed
as a fresh fruit or processed product. Poly embryonic

.. forms are 'self compatible in grafts. . Uniformity -

in growth may be achieved by budding - or grafting
Needs less attention .and care; also less pests
and diseases. Posséss a long llfe ~span and hlgher'
y1eld per hactare. '

However,' mango do not give quick returns.
- Add varietins show alternate bearing. . Seasonal
in production, hence prices are high in the off
‘seasons. Some varieties are not available in large
quantities .for  processing. Fruits deteriorate
fast, causing problems in ‘transport and marketing,
" Plants are susceptible to water logging.Rainfall
~ is: A1m1tt1ng for flowering, fruit set and fruit ripen-
ing. . Some varieties are fibrous or wlth less

firm flesh which are not suitable for canning.
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Some - varieties are wlth a higher sugar to acid
ratio, becoming Lloo sours;. non»unlfarm Frult shapes
are the dlsadvantageq in relatlon to canning.

" The Dry Zone varletles cannot be - pushed
into, the wet zone, owing ta the rainfall which
lowers the fruit set. However,; all the wet zone
- varibties. are adapted to the Dry Zone conditions.
The Dry Zone vametles are ideal for . prbce331ng

1‘1n “the form. of cuttlngs (cubes); discs of slites .-

'afd _remain firm ‘in . the thick Ssyrup. T Wet Zone

L

variet;es which. are more fibrous and juicy "are ..

fw89§f ble .for ‘juice’ extraetion;- for soft drinks;

dir9ct1y to cattle "or swine, since ‘it - is..riech
o 1) proteln. .fats and carbohydrates. - When. goed

varietxes afe utilized for processing the 1ndlgenaua :

varieties cannot ‘be igriored. . They can’ be supple- .
ménted for the. - -local market. -+ Parrot. mango is-
a8 good example ' : o

.?

Varletles Jike Peterpassand, Karatha Kolamban.j
Vellai ™ Kolomban, . fibre and Betti-amba are poly:
embryonlc." Slnce poly embryonic varletles are.
self compatlble in grafts, expansion: of cultlvatlon.
using: such varletles is -more appropr1ate. . Fibre .
_and’ ‘sour mengo are . ‘ideal for .root stocks,. as they
' are- -freely. available -and - relatlvely cheap. Also.
they “bear. . heavxly, less. susceptlble to . pests and-
dlseases. Being poly embryonic, they are commonly -
used &8s root stocks. A. hybrld variety like Willard -
isideal 'as  a home garden. crop, and popular due-
“to ‘fruit’ 31ze and peal colour. It is not a quallty~
fruit for processing,- but a potentlal variety for ni

export ag a whole fruit. -

v

Potential for processxng- 

- Ehe proportlon of male ‘and female flowers
in mango determine the sbility of fru1t1ng under-
different -ecological conditions.  If the rainfall
coincides with -flowering, flower shed occur, or

the flowers and young fruits will succumb to Anthrac-.

nose disease, . Also rainfall effects flowering,

fruit set and maturity. This explzain why most

of the introduced varieties are located - in the

Dry Zone, eand :Dry Zone being considered ideal for

commercial mango coatlure.” Mast new 1ntroduct10ns
.and hybrids cannot be pushed into the wet zone,
since ralnfall 1mposes limitations.

- 33

““flavouring xce-cream, .also utilized in.-Jam,
* pickles . .and: chutneys.'. Mange kernel can be fed -
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Tendency of alternative bearing 'is another
disadvantage -in commer01al fruit culture, which
can be overcome to some . extent - by cultural and
management practluee.

Hcwever, “there are problems with transport
and marketing, owing to quick deterioration of
the fruit. Also does- not give quick Teturns like

‘ pineapple or passion fruit. Fruits of certain
“varletles are not suitable for processing. due to
. high sugar acid- ratio, hlgh fibre content low
flesh .content, small 8ize and varying shapes;
‘Thus. -groweis should be * encouraged to cultivate
more suitable varieties,' required for processing.
wVaeretles could be pricded accordingly as an incentive
"to the grower. . With the present sgubsidy
'scheme in  operation- ‘and quality plantipg
,materlals .production in . Government:. Farms

. and reglatered private nurseries, the s;tuatlon
would 1mprove g;adually.: , s

- It should be borne 1n m1nd that the- tlme
of flowerlng of manago ‘in different: parts of- the
country is determined by the local weather prevailing
HoweVer, the flower - initiation,. txme -of flower

' opening- and .duration’e*e gepetical. Diz strict wise
1nformat10n is aveilable "sbout the varieties grown,

. the - varieties that are popular -in- each region,
time of" flowerlng of popular varletles, peak harvest
period, ‘and their -market ‘prices. - Such information
therefore can be utilized very effectlvely in mange -
processing, 'so that ‘: such process1ng units. .will
not .idle- during. -the so called' :'off seasons' of -

mange in’ relatlonx to a " region. Collectlon and
transpert  of su1table varieties From regions could
- be . effecatively .done. Hence . sedgsonal . bearlng ‘

and. 'off season' bearing of: marago : w111 hot be-
problems 1n commer01al fruit culture.
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- - Key to Vameties

s'Ilti.l(. " - Karetha Kollombar P.P. - ‘Peter Passand ,
' V.K. - Vellai Kollomban . L.0. - Local h

W ‘- willerd Co .S.. - sSalem
W.A. - Wal-amba T UK. - Kalakaddy. -
G.A. - Gife-ambe LN S Neelum

8.A. - Betti-smba - I % - _pampara - %V
K.A. - Kohu-gmba 6. - Chembstten
P.A. - Petti<amba . . ' A - Ambalavi

Y.A. - Ye ne-anba : . P . - Pandi

R.A. - v 3 v

Rata-amba T M. - - Malgovs.
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