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had been adequately brought to the notice of the 
European purchaser. The coarse of the trade shows,1 
that wherever Indian teas obtain a foothold they 
make their way. Bat it also shows that they are 
still scarcely known in the European market. The 
re-exports of China teas from Great Britain to 
the ' Continent and America continue ten times: 
greater than the re-exports o f . Indian tear. I t id 
no longer entirely a question of tea versus coffee 
for, the upper elaBses in  Holland, Belgium, and: 
Germany arc beginning to use tea more freely, and, 
medical men have raised the question whether the 
exoetsive consumption of coffee has not something to 
do With the obesity and failure of nerve force which: 
is so Common among middle-aged Germans, Curiously 
enough, it would appear that, next - to America, the 
largest purchaser ef- Indian teas from Great Britain 
is1 Turkey, .which, according to the returns, took in 
1893, nearly half-a-million pounds. As we pointed 
out some time ago with regard, to America, so also in 
Europe, the struggle is developing into one - between 
the-British capitalist and the Chinese peasant for the 
.tea.’ trade of the world. The Korean war, if sufficiently 
prolonged, will give the Indian and Ceylon planters 

' another opportunity which they are not likely to let 
’ slip.'

— -------w-------- - -•••- .

. VABIOUS PE ANTING NOTES,
A Dye Fbcm —Schuuk, Knecht, and

- Marohlewshi,three German chemists, as reported in 
the Jo u rn a l o f  th e  C h em ica l 'S o c ie ty , haye obtained 

. from brown vine-leaves gathered, in autamn a dye 
that colours wool mordanted with chrome and tin 
respectively brown apd yellow. The' substance was 
phtmhed primarily as a ’ brownish-yellow, partially 

' crystalline glucosid. When boiled with, saipburic 
acid,this, yields sugar' and the colouring matter, 
whjoh is' obtained as" a leddish-prown. powder.— 
Jffc&ic Opinion. " ‘ f

Gbeviulu Sbeklinos.—A writer in tpe M adras 
M a il  g ive s  iya experience regarding casuqrina seeds. 
Ho pays I planted About hall a pound of., seeds,

. and only one or. two. seedlings came. up. I  planted 
some more, and watched results. Squirrels., come 
and carefully removed a ll .those on the surface. 
Streams of ants appeared from every direotion, and 
eitoh ant as he departed took away a seed. I 
.afterwards succeeded py planting in large pots, 

" netting',them in water, and covering them With a 
wire,, netting.

Tea Leaves and Insects.—A few days ago 
, ws received specimensof withered cpd sound leaves 

from, the asm® .tea-trees, about 10 years old', pnd 
about ? mihths from last pruning. The tea in 
question . i s , a t .. about' 4,000 ‘ ft. elevation. Hr. 
Trimen. to Whom we submitted the. specimens. fyae 
kindly favoured us. with the following :—The brown 
and1'dry patches on the older leaves are probably 

" due to the attacks of a mite, rather “ Bad-spider" 
or ohe of its allies. There are no insects how on 
the ..leaves, bu ttheir oast skins can be .still seen 

. on the dead patijheB. r ' . . . ,

A Oumovs GaAss.-r-In the eighth number of the 
first v m a a e .f i t 'p /^ r il> iitio ) is  from, the 'U m fed  S ta te  
N a tfo tm ~ H erp ,a n .im t W ashington, is described and 
fighred a curious grass, Ohloris longifoiia, Vasey, 
which produces .branching panicles on or beneath the 
surface of .the ground. The flowers borne on these 
.sabterranean branches are larger than those borne on 
the ordinary .panicles, and are icmaie only. They 
eau^'t, .therefore, be considered as cleistogamic, and 
must: be fertilised by pollen from .other' flowers. 
Amphioarpum is mentioned as a grass with similar 
habit; I t may be that this is a provision against the 
jU-eSwts <?£ drougbt,—Gaidtiters’ Chronicle.

E f f e c t  o f  B a i n  o n  B i a n t s .— We learn from 
N a tu re  of January 11, lg94, that: “ Professor J. 
Wiesner, who has recently been studying the in­
fluence of artifical rain upon European and exotic 
plants, gave an account of his results at a: recent 
meeting of the Vienna Academy. Some of the plants, 
called By Professor Wiesner 11 ombrophobe,’ 'can only 
for a short time stand continuous rain, and soon 
shed their leaves and decay. Others, called “ om- 
brophil," can stand it for months together. .Plants 
growing in dry places are, as a  rule, ombrophobe. 
But the reverse cannot be said of ..plants growing 
under wet snrronndings. Leaves appear tp gain in 
power of resisting rain as they develop, and to. reach 
a climax in this respect at the period of their 
greatest vital activity, .after which they loose much 
of that power. Leaves which can be wetted by 
water are usually ombrophil, those which cannot 
are usually ombrophobe, but in cases where leaves 
are both ombrophobe and easily wetted, they are 
extremely sensitive to rain. Professor Wiesner thinks 
that ombrophote leaves are enabled to resist the putre­
factive action of water, especially at high temperatures, 
by certain antiseptic substances which they contain. 
The same may be said of hydrophil roots’ and submer­
ged parts of aquatic plants.”—Gardeners' Chromite.

Tan P apaw T bee.—a  correspondent sends us the 
following paragraph taken from a foreign .contem­
porary Some thirteen years ago we planted a 
large number of papa w trees a t our statian at Hassei 
in the Bovnmo district. As these began to groiw 
many proved to be males, and not willing to 
occupy our plantation with what we ‘ considered to 
be useless trees, we , proceeded to root up and throw 
away the male trees.' Our native deacon who had 

.lived many years In Zanzibar asked IIS' why W® 
did this, since if we wished, it, he said we conld 
probably obtain fruit from sill or most of' the 
trees we were destroying. Asked how that .was 
to he done he replied, * By breaking ofif sll 'th® 
upper part of the tree, and allowing,Ihe tresjo 
sprout again from the . hare trunk.’ We were 
incradnlous, but he persisted that ,it was a thing 
commonly done in Zanzibar on the Arab plantations, 
and induced us a t length to make the experiment. 
It was quite successful. We broke off the entire 
upper part o f all the male trees at a point below 
alt the leaves and flowers. In due time they 
sprouted again, when we discovered that many of 
them, thoiigh by no means all, put forth this 
time the characteristic female flower, the ‘ s4uat 
blossom growing close to the trunk of the tree,’ 
which in course of time set, and then the ' fruit 
formed in the ordinary manner, andwaa developed, 
in no way differing from that of a tree thatis.so 
,to speak, a horn female. With regard: tb the 
others that sprouted again with male flowers, we 

' broke them Off again,' when a proportion of them 
on the . second occasion would torn ont females. 
Others, we tried three or four times in the aame 
way without sucoeedipg in changing the sex. ' In 
all oases where male tress changed into febaalkin 
this way, female trees .were growing in dose proxi­
mity to them. We wonld like to ask experts 
whether, what we are now desoribihg is tiham n. 
to thorn, and in what way it is to beaocounted 
for. So little did we sea* a good reason for the tro® 
on being broken off, sprouting again of the opposite 
sex, that until, the phenomenon Jrgally occurred 
we felt that we were behaving in i  manner worthy 
of , the pork-butcher, who, noticing that Jibe Asters 
in his garden were more than; Usually streaky, 
attributed the fact to his having buried a side-of 
bacon in their vicinity the year before. After all 
though, and for aught’ we know, it  may be‘as 
weM known to naturalists as to others, that by 
the means we have been describing' papaw tress 
may h® indprisd to.ohnnge their j o s ^ - ~ f m r n a i  9 f  
B o rtU titiu re ," ‘ "" ' ‘ ’ ’


