THE IMPORTANCE ‘OF ORGANIC MATTER
T ‘IN VEGETABLE CULTIVATION..-
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Organic matter improves the soil favc'u'ably for
plant growth. This improvement ‘akcs place in the form
of chemical and physical prooerties of sotil. ‘The chaical-
properties are -improved by enrxching the goil with nutri -
ents. The N..,K. .requirerents ¢° the plants are met by |
inorganic’ fertzlizces,wﬁht osgid 2 matter supplies ricro-
nutrients in additicn to the major nutrients: ' The physi-
cal properties of the coil’ are iiprovad in many ways
Organic matter helps ths soil to hold nutrients given in
the form of inorcanic fercilizers ‘end those & xeady pre-
e2nt ‘nthe soil. This reducas lnaghing ané resulis in
releasing the nutrients siowly o the plont increasing
the efficiont use of natri~rts, Toe moisture hnlding
cupacity is increased. This helps the plant to tide over
drought ccnditions to a favourable &sxtent and” results in
econamic water use, mainly in irrlgated farming. Oxganic
matter changes the environment of the.root region by good
aeration and leads to:better plant growth

Oxganic matter. enhances the micmbial actlvity in
the soil which indirectly leads to better . pla.nt ‘growth,
and results in a better environment for earthworm activity

which in turn improves “he eo*l lead*'w t. bette1 plant
growth e e e : T E
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‘rhe impqrtangé -of" erganic manure in vegetable cul-
tivation is clearly illustrated by results of an experi-
.ment carried out at Central Agricultural Research Institute,

Gannoruwa using pole bean variety Kentucky Wonder Green.,
Ta_ble I, gives the results of the'experiment.
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L - . ’,-'I’xeat:ﬁént.. R _Yield Kg/Ha, Gross mtms
o - G " | - '- j ‘,.‘ix, . ‘ o Rs./}la.
1. No. Fertilizer-:._-.-;~ 2631 *F . . 6552.50 |
2. N.P.K. only . .. S629 - ¢ 14,072.50
3. N.P.K. +.0.M. .. 9860 © 24,602.50

N.P.K. Department of Agriculture fertilizer mixture
for beans.

- OdM. Cattle manure at the ratg of ’20 Tons/ﬁa‘.‘

The cost of 20 Tons of Cowdung including transport
= Rs.3,600/-

The price of beans was assumed as Rs. 2/50/kg.

The results indicate the importance of N.P.K.
fertilizer in cultivation of beans. The -additional return
of Rs.10,530.00 received by spending Rs.3,600/~ on cattle’
manure could be considered as a highly profitable venture.

Likewise in other yegetable crops too the yields
could be tremendously increased by the addi tion of orga-
_ nic manure. SR :
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