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CAN WE INCREASE RICE YIELDS 
____ IN THE MADA KUMBURA?

Investigations carried out by the Department 
of Agriculture in the recent pass have shown a wide 
diversity of soils in the mid-country wet zone. The 
three major land classes.identified in the inland 
valleys of this region sure the Goda Kvmbujras,, Meda 
Kumbura fields.

The most unproductive iand class is the Mada Kum-r 
bura where free drainage does not occur. Seme of the 
undesirable characters of the Mada Kumbura fields are 
as follows :-

1) 'Basin' type topography
2) Water table remains very close to the surface 

all the year round.
31 Low availability of Phosphorus
4) Low base status
5) Poor drainage
6) Accumulation of Toxic products
7) Reduced conditions due to continuous inundation.
8) In certain fases, land is boggy.



Untill recently traditional varieties' were grown
in these f ields with little fertilizer and poor manage*- 
ment, 4 Grassy weedis are common as hand weeding '.is’ft; : fe. 
generally not resorted to. When new.; improvsd;’ varieties 
were cultivated early growth .was, retarded due to the 
low availability of phosphorus. This enhances weed 
growth and: the plants remain stunted:.

In an initial, experiment sevdnprbmising new t 
improved yar ie t ies all pf . the 4-45j month age” class were 
tested out in these fields at Kegafile nhd Kandy during ' 
Maha 1980/81. The recommended fertilizer and Cultural 
practices were adopted. . . .i:

.The results. revealed that the average" -yield of 
alii varieties .was arQund*4'tons per hdc'tare 'and there*- 
was no,; significant difference Between the varieties, v 
The .results, further indicate that the presently re-? 
commended hewr improved varieties have ; the potential ■ 
of givihgvh igh to moderately high yields Tinder Mada 
Kumbura conditions provided the recommended fertilizer 
levels with proper management mainly timely weeding is 
carried out. Farmers may:hotigert the same .yield as 
what they get from the Meda Kurabura' By using these 
varieties. Hoirever; it ’is5better to use the presently 
reconmdhded new imprdved varieties with recommended 
fertilizer appiicatiori ahd mahagement practices tfll ‘ v 
a variety tolerant to those adverse eondi-tions t-ard : "
found. ; •- :.' ■ ’ Vi ~ " V  ■
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ttafce a small holes" in the centres of cut 
pieces and transplant seedlings from the 1st nur** 
aery in them,

Provide shade and water th e  second nursery
w*ien the plants are well grown. Plant them in the



EFFECT OF TIME AND DURATION OF MULCHING 
ON MAIZE

In an experiment to study the effect of 
tine and duration of mulching on maize flur-fog three 
cropping seasons, following observations were made' *./ ̂ - • ■- / *

▼ Mean grain yield of full season mulched * 
crop was 63% higher .than the grain 
yield of crop without mulch,

t  The mulch was most effective when applied 
within 7 days from planting seed,

- The mulch .Should Be maintained at least for 
6 weeks for it to be*useful.

Source< Field crops Research, March 1981 p 25t32 ,

• THE CREDIBLE . EXTENSION AGENT 
(in Philippines)

A survey, conducted aiming Maranao rice 
farmers (.in Philippines) sampled from 3 different 
villages in Lanao del Sur province, Mindanao, re­
vealed that farmers think that a credible extension 
agent, should primarily be sociable and possess 
safety*-dynamism and qualification traits. The . 
findings support the hypothesis that the farmer’s 
perception of a credible extension agent is a func­
tion of the relationship, between the agent's cha­
racteristics and the farmer’s exposure to infor­
mation sources, social status and exposure to 
extension agents. The findings also indicated that 
an extension worker to be credible should have 
similar religion, .ethnic, grouping and values as the 
farmer, ..
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