AN APPROACH TO UNDERSTAND THE RICE GROWING
ENVIRONMENT IN THE MID COUNTRY

S Somasiri
Land Use Division - Peradeniya

ﬁice is grown under a wide range of edaphic and clima
tic conditions in the mid-countxy. This region c¢an be con
gidexed as the most complex area in texms of land- fomm,
soils, hydrology and the climatic environment.

. The average yleld "in the mid-country
is well below the Island average. The use of new improved
rice varieties and the advanced rice production technolc
gles is of limited application, There axe many problems
in the region that requires systematic study, o find sult

able solutions.

. A better understanding of the rice growing conditions
of the different rice growing arxeas of the Xandy District, .
survey and classification of the soil and hydrological con
ditions will be the key tc improved management of soils,
water and the crops. It will form a sound basis for more
effective extension services and research investigations in
the farmers fields, :

In the present phase of work:. 21 distinctive land
groups (gystems and sub-systems) have been identified in-
Kandy District. Each of these units has uniformity with
respect to landscape, drainage pattern, soils on the up
lands and valleys, hydrology, land use and agro-climatic
conditicns. These land units are arranged in the order of
decreasing total moisture conditions.
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LAND SUB-SYSTEMS ARRANGED IN DECREASING ORDER OF
WETNESS FOR RICE CULTURE,

Sub-Systenm
0l Dolosbage
02 Atabage
C3 Ulapane-
Nawalapitiya
04 Alagatugoda-Ankum
bura
05 Hataraliyadde
06 XKelugala-
Alagalle
08 Narampanawa
08 Ganhata
09 Uduwela-
Pallegama
" 10 Gadaladeniya
11 Danture-
Pilimatalawa
12 Ambekke
13 Gangaboda
14 Medawela-
Bokkawela
14 Xalugammana
lé Talawinna
17 Teldeniya
18 rTfalatuoya~
Marassana
19 Xundasale-
. Hurikaduws
20 Talagune
21 Madugeda
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