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WATER MELON CULTIVATION IN JAPAN

Gamini Wimalasiri-Agricultural Instructor 
I .S .T .I  •Rindunuttewa

Watermelon (Citrillus vulgaris)belongs to Cucurbitaceae 
family. It grows best in well drained sandy loam soils.
Water melon can be grown where maximum temperature does 
not exceed 35° a  end, minimum temperature is over io°c 
It is a cross pollinated cup. The stigma is recep 
tive only for one day and pollen: remains viable for a 
very short time.
Spacing is 1.25 metres between plants in the row and 
rows are 2 metres apart.

Management :

Vines can be trained to grow in one direction. All ter 
tiary shoots on the main vine should be removed to 
enable proper nutrient utilisation by the plant.

Pollination :

Pollination., should be done early in the morning when 
flowers are in full bloom, while stigma is receptive 
and pollen is viable.

* ■ *

%
Mulching ; ■

Mulch thickly with rice straw to depress weeds and con 
serve soil moisture*

Fruits :
Position of fruits, on the vine determines fruit size, 
and shape. When fruits are set at the nodes very close to 
the main vine, and the plants are still young and not 
very vigorous, the fruits are small. When fruits are set 
very far or beyond middle portion of the axial, vines 
resulting fruits are also small. The best fruits are 
borne in the middle portion of the vine.
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Is  Top yield No.112-F^hybrid (Sakata Seed Co.)

Matures in 90 days. Vigorous and highly resistant 
to Anthracnose and Fusarium wilt. Fruits are oval 
with light green skin and narrow dark veins. Fruits 
weigh about 20 lbs. each. Rind is about V  tĥ nk". 
and stands transport well. Tasty and sweet flesh 
is fine bright red and very firm in texture,

21 ffidgst cream (Kgdm) Takii Seed Co.

Fine cream yellow flesh and has a very thin 
Rind is bright green mottled and striped with 
dark green. Very early variety. Flesh is sweet.

3: Festival Queen - Takii Seed Co.

Fruits round shaped with pale green rind striped 
with dark green. Flesh bright red .very sweet. 
Excellent market variety.
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