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‘place bas been rather neglected, Perhaps the
moat viluable coconut estate in the country:is
that of Mr. W, H. Wright at Mirigama which
is already coming into liberal bearing with the
trecs geven years old.
this, propetty at any price under R600 an acre.
Bat then he has given the greatest possible justice

- .10 his palms in selection, planting and eultivation.
" 'We hear from the Kurunegala district very good
-aocounts of $he prospects of the sovonuis on the
Delgolla “estate. There have been fine rains ,on
the place and in two years' time, it is said the
palms on this estate will be very fine, There
ean be no doubt that as a psrmanent investment

in Ceylon, nothing approaches the ooconut palm .

under suitable conditions; ard the Ceylon Tea

Plantations Coy., Ld. have shown a wise example.

- i’ investing their surplus funds in ** coconuts

. under the direction ‘of so experienged a veleran as
M. ‘'Wm, Jardine.

et

FIBRES :—RAMIE AND NEW ZEALAND FLAX,

. In view of the reported glut in the Eatopean
_ marksets, it sgeems superfinous to write about fibres,
And yet. what can be the meaning of the activity
we noties it the Australian Colonies and also in

forming Companies oven in England ? Indeed, we

_ may suppose that fibre produotion is erelong to
" " gtiraot inorensed attention in Ceylon, if it be true
_thet &’ Gompany has been formed in London (with
. Mr. Digby among the Direotors) to promote the cylti-
. yition and manyfacture of ramie more particular]
" "in thisisland. 8o far as production is concerned,
this country may well be eonsidered to be a

Earadise for fibre plants: the guestion hitherto

. beg always been ‘how to seoure the profitable ex- |
“trpotion of the fibre, From a paper resently pub- |

“ljshed in the Australastan we extract some in-
- “formation’ bearing on this point and also a refer.
. 'ence to” New Zealand flax which 'grows well in the

Xill cotintry of Ceylon—spdcially on the Uva gide :— |

T L, - CULTIVATION.

-+ The plsnting and cultivation of ramee, -or rhes;
résemblés somewhat thas of the raspberry, and the
plant is also similar in appearance and manner of
growth. Plants are set ont in rows at convenient
distanges for working the land. They are placed in
rowa abonut 15in. aperbt; these soon become ene con-
tinuons eourse of éou'ng caned, and they may be cut
12 to 18 months from time of planting, aad, with
- proper oultivation and attention, should give two or
‘three cuttings anbually. "Acvording to eome experi-
ients made with the plants by the firm referred to,

‘one ‘hundred stallis with leavos weighed 82 1b., which |

‘yielded, when stripped of foliage, 161b.; when
-+ gecorticated and the fibre separated from the woody
. portion of the stalk, there rémained } b, 7% vz. of

. .+green:decortivated fibre. After the final trestment
« there were 10¢z. of dressed ‘fibre; and, sccording to

‘hesa experiments, the yield per aere wonld be about
' 2,2351b, of good fibre and 395 1b, of tow. . The-good

e is estimated at 4d. to 5d. per pound, the two

at' 2d,, and, sccording to the prices -namea—4d, for
- good ﬁ'brerand( 24 for two—ghe returns per acre would
be £40 10s.. This fibre is one of the strongest known,

- It ‘has many times the strength of hemp, and is said

fowithstand s greator jerking strain than a steel strand

- of the ssme thickoess, [fis grown largely in China,

. Japan, and also Indis to.amore limited extent, It is

known. in the trade as Chiness. grass, It is largely
ared at present for adulterating silk fabric, and enters
into competition with the finer class of cotton material.
The price debars it from eoming into. a more general
use. The opinion of those whe are most acgaainted
- with the various fibres is tbal, when more perfect

.miachinery is available; rhea will besome. eng gf the

- -siost vhldashle commercial vegetable products we have, |

{4 o bo. propagefed in various “ways, either by

Mr. Wright would not sell .}

. parent plant or not.

- for digging the holes and plantiog—the:

sead, cuttivgs, of shoots; the :ladter iy $he most
general, and those who are entering into the culti.
vation of fibre wilt do well to seoure s fow sets, and
gradually extead their sres from these, The market
at present is limited, aud it would be advisable:to
work cantiously, as these engaged inthe manufactuge
of the  fibres are cautions in depsrting: from: the

_usual lines, as it is a serious matter : for them to

maka alterations in tbe expensive machinery. which
is found in those manufacturing establishments.: - -
_ Yo many parts of America ramee .is oulfivated to s
limited extent, but the trouble which is mst with
there is also found here, namely, the want of pre-
per machinery for treating the produet in &  more
expeditious menner., According ta the returns of
the Patents Office of ‘the United States there have
been upwards of 300 patents registered reséndly for
the treatment of this gud other fibre-producitg plants.

' Many of thess have considerable -merit,. but: cannot

ge .alig to reach that stage- of peefection -that is
asirad, ‘ R .

One machine used in Ausiralia is. known as
the ¢ Keir,” and is capable -of treating:500 Ib, of
decorticated fibre at a gingle operation, and of:being
charged twige per day ol. eight or ten hours. .. .

“Then as regards New Zealand Fiax: (Phormium
tenax) we ave told:— el e et

e METHOD OF PLANTING.: - . i

Prom the root system of the plant: eavh: shoot
strikes out from-' the parent root. and forms, as it
were; & perfect system within itself. In planting out
each one of these forms & set or plant. -The pam-
.ber taken from each depends on the .variely, and
algo as to whether it is intended.to demtroy the
It is a. good system {0 havs
one known variety planted, as the class of fibre pro-
duced will probsbly be of & more uniform guhlity,
and also the treatment will be more easily carried
ont; and where the pareat plants can be allowed to.
remain it is wise to ‘do so. The system -adopted by
those who have planted differs- somewhaf, -but the
foliowing may be taken ae & oriterien. 1vis éivpn by
& Mr, Hirst, who haa planted out 24 scres. " Ha states
as followa:—¢ The flax is planted in rows 6 ft, apart,
with a_space for carting of 10 fi. at every fourth
row. Three plauts are placed in ‘eash -holel well
rammed, apd the holes arp ¢ ft. spars. - The contract

wly ¢l d, but not plo ghndound hnﬁ%g
been’ rev”:::ﬂ_ “f ORT S ¥ BO P 11 —WEB 3 A
per 1&1 ho'es. The piants cost Bs. per hundred for

_procuring, and were gathered under the -direction of
- an_experienced gardener,

who devotedsome time to
attaining o knowledge of bis business,” . The returna
from & plantation of New Zealand flax depend on
conditions, If these ba favourgble s small return may
be expected.in $wo or three years from planting, but it
should continge to ineresse for several ysars,
CUTTING, L

In euiting, tbe centrs of the plant is usually left,

and only the outside or matured leaves taken,: This

. course should bs resommended, as when the plant is

deprived of . all foliage its growth is serionsly ehecked,
and rometimes totally destroyed. Many useful experi-
ments are recorded gg so the effect nivf .catting, snd
the universal opinion is that the plgut should hot be
deprived of all its foliage for the reason gives. Tha
usual price psid for cutfing the leaveg is from lfig
%0 128 pex ton of green leaves, but much deponds on
the condition or charaster of thg erop worked on,
As we have before. Stated, the flax is gatheréd fyom
gelf-sown crops principally, and ‘swhere this id.found
evenly grown -the lahour of gathering is -xofch .lees

than -if seattered or intermixed with: defestive samples.

The after-treatment of the raw product is one that
has given considerable tronble and anxiety to the New

- Zenlanders, snd does 6 to the present.dpy. The

fibre is one that ia oapable of heing brought to a very
fine state, and may be worked up in many forms, éven
to the spinning.of coarse, strong oclothing, but little
of this olass of materiul is manufastured from it, ite -

‘¢hief “use being that of cordage making, < The

of exteacling the fihro from the. raw mitepial diffory



- Now, 1,,1804.]  THE TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST. 333

** - jomewhst “from thowe plants previously ' described. 1 guotes -the following itstanse: “ A sick . of . sugar

" The long green: stems are subject to a braising, which

- * grnshes and libérates thestrands. - The mueilage which
biade these together is washed away. There sre.mauny .

- “ipgethode in use for moomplighio%
* gtated, induacements are held ou

“'—itk may be well

this; and ag before
for their imprave-
_ment, which no doubt, will be done,

As ‘we have: stated above, New Zealand flax grows

Cim-our hill-conntry, especiaily on- the Uva gide,
* 'wg freely ad do aloes, With reference to the latter

.==in. which Mattrilius does a conriderable trade
to quote the following. por-

- tion of the papers publighed the other day in

~the . Government Ggzette - merely premising that

. . Four¢roya gigontes is one of the ordinary mloes for

_weighing 200 1b. rejected as -too heavy by the. youn
- ‘Brsz lian. pertexs, sgas picked np mah'gmzby.mﬁgﬁ
African scoustomed to the use .of the nut, and chrried
by him for 12 miles in the day.”” Furthexr very re-
ma kable information is. also fo be ohlained in the
m’ozogmg}x of Professor Heckel, of the School of, Medi-
oinn &t Marseilles, .on the African kolas, a work of
‘400e.pages, pablished in : Paxis, 1803: Bxzperiments

1 made 1o Euxope hitherfo have given divergent, and

freqnently -uneatisfactory results,: owing mainly to the
fast that the only nuts ayailable commerginlly for the

{ purpssee reach usin a dried oohdition, and the natives,

“trading on the ignorance of the buyers, adulterate
their cousignments with sc-palled * falge ” kola nuts,
which poasess no spevial properties whatever. , Another

. -.mesly known as the Adgave fohds i— X
... Answers. {0 queries respeoting machines iu mse at
- " Mauritiae for extracting fibres from leavesof Fourcroya
..-g‘g,'aﬂt-ﬂl- - - - . ;% g .
.+ (1) - The machine in general nge in.this Colony isa
. Adrvamof 2-ft. in diameterby 1 it. in width; upon which
a6 holted blades in; 2-inch . L. steel, and whioh revolves
- . nk. n great: speed; the blades passing vlese to,a guide.
- idxe- ek dron (“servante ). ''lie.machine ig called a
. r(* gratte”) soraper. ,; Iiis manufactared in the Colony
¢ 1+ by all engineors’. shops, but- chiefly by the - Forgers
i+eh Fonderies de Manrice,” - PR

v e - §2) - Fhe; weighs -of the drum is abont 4 ewt,, the
eost, including the driving pulley and bolts (exclusive

v ok 1{?—“‘1‘:::1,‘,1 magonry; and  setting), is about R250
Lo paE vl grat] ) o . . .
- %.(8) ‘'Thia gratte bas-been in general nse in Mauriting
i.-rfor: the lash six_years. . - N : '
'+(4) ‘The reachine is worked by sieam or by water

Yo: pawer, - : - Ll -
- =v-i-i£§)‘; The registered horse-power to drive ione grafte

osnuse of difficulty arises from the ignoranée of Bare-
pean chemioal experts. a5 to the real nature of
- the chemical basis of the puf,. Broadly  speaking
- caffeine. and thepbromine afe its essential charaster
istios, and the reetorative qualities of \csffeine being
- well known, it has been assumed thas $his is the.active
principle of the:stuff. Dr. le Bon.shows, theé this is
 mot the case. According to hisexperimenfs; ngither
{ caffeive nor theobromine slone ,gives:the. required
{ resulte, a mixtare of the two, in the  propertion
F by“ weight of ‘m ' gt gae;-former~ to gn&,c the
- ratter; &re . xequ or the purpose, and. ive
- results at least. equal.to those of the fresh x,mt.gm-i &
M. Hockel started s Company $o manufagture kola
 bisounits of sugar and flour, but the Company. has
i singe gone into li%uiduion, and Dr. le Bon atates that
he i4 not snrgxrise , 88 theso. biscuite had “ an gout
.Gatestable.”” Tt appears that these are the buwcuits
nsed by Messre. Conway and MagOormio in. the Khara-
- koram, and also recommended in the * Travellers’
Guide,” published under $he awapices of the Geogra~
phical Booieq. : o

" Dr. le Bon’s advice is to impoxt: frash -nupbs, proe
perly eelected, direct from. the West Qoast, and sug.
- geste that no difficulty. exists to_this. progeeding; be
has done so himself, and obtained. his nuts_at, a cdst
-of 8  franod .per kilo, usiug, .as sole,. precau~
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(%) %ne &u_:iﬁ is ,,a‘etrvgd b_‘yi tw: men kwhi: stand ;m
each side of #l ‘atte, and .who .work alternately.
One of ‘them g‘nustsine' ‘?éft‘#-handed. One carrier ;wx;;l
... ~bripg in sufficient Jeaves from-the yard to the gratte,
' .and auother man will suffice to nemoave the wet fibre -

o -;prodnced by two - grattes and to carry this. fibre to. . of moist - ) .
P+« 'tho-weighing maochines and thence to the clearing pits. ;g;,i,:em!;?“ﬁg o o leaxen... “the o

(1) The-optturn of weh fibre for each maohine per
,-+hour is on an.-average, 423 kilog., that is taking eight
: v hours’ ‘work. per- pay, which: is' aa.moch as the men
4~ ican.dv; the work brieg very: iﬂtigui-ng. o
. :';;(821 -The,onttuxn péxr dey of -eight-hours is per
v ngohine (gestte). 840 kil. wet nnp;olyi;ag Ol 8an Average
"+ 97 Kl of dry fibre (or: 28} Eer sent of the wet fikire).
© (@) :The average cost in labour, fuel, &c., in clear-
- ing.s ton of dry fibre, packing and $ransporting to the
"place of ghipimens is R1G0. ]
+Jf.to 'the: above .we .add other. -charges, viz., collects
-+ ing leaves,. carting, mill, management, interest on.

dinary ‘dried nut of -ocommeree, or with the
various aleohiolio extracts of the mut &0 be obfained
from any chemist. Like Dr.lé Bon, we bave found
. eonsiderable irvegulurity in the yreenlts, bumt in the
- great majorily of cases .the nut has -thoroughiy. satise
fied our anticipations, having.evabled us .to accom.
. plish marches over . mounfainous gronnd,- and. withons
-food or.water, which were absolutely - beyond our
unaided . physicsal .. ‘&;‘ﬁity. As . ibi was suggested
. by- friends in the LN, that'-these ;results. were
merely due to the aid of  imagination,  prolonged
experiments .-were -_gargied: ont on- horses. and

: -komﬁ&l - &c» Sﬁyu&b‘)ﬁ" ‘.R‘Tsp X . . - . ) A . N . 9
O s oo of ome s o e vndy tor | BN, S, Sh, i Smponiel te, the
*7- shipment is R226. A, VANDEXMEERSCH, - matters nawstend, we should prefer the.fresh. put it

Y - Acting Surveyor-General, Mauritius ilable, but. ini - '
o v . . gvailable, but in its ahsence would much rathex rel
v Rebs 17th, 1890. : | on'the crdinary nuts and preparations p&’ be Lq].jggainéx

L - at the Army and Navy .Stores, than .on any other

+ |. concentrat ]

§ ” Aood preparations with which We are

. aecquainted, and wg haveétpiatd most of Fhem, imgga-

. 15 e oomt the followi , trom 5 N ments are 10w be made for a consignumen¥of sthess
ol Mamary Roten, "1 o Jouta of ihe Ustied | 2ute forhond selcied by cxpers on'the pot aad
i ey . F TON: P o ! Sl . . .. . we sha 5 o. afford oy aid in ‘oux. pa)

s .\.mm“ﬂﬁg"‘f:g:,‘{::s ﬁ%‘:t;’zh{ to the atention’ | ‘ooers interested in the matter. CoEs

E ‘ - ¥ . - _ ‘F

The:{ Revae du Service de I'Intendance” for June, 7 . :
NYASALAND (B, C. AFRICA).

“18945 oont:in an in';i?resgifngﬁnod:& by l:r. G.lll!sbhve lg
-Bomy on the pro es of the 3 anut, well wort] . N - .
u%}"gm Qf?gol?eug and travellers, The nub grows | The London Times of Sept. 15tk has & long

along B gelt of Central Africa extending from the | 8csount of the country now heing wvisited by Mr. J,

" .wesf-const up to the head -wateys of the Nile, and | H. Obreon and also later probably . by Mr. E,

: Wogdhouse, from which we guote ag: follows §—

The whole’ of British Oentral® Africs, %:h the eg-

coption of the land immediately adjoining Lake Nyass,

‘recently besome. known to Europeans. - | the Shire River, and Lake Shirwa, consists -of. high-

' _Interesting details gs to the degrees of rosistance | lands, or mountainous masses, inferseoted by .rivers

- t%?tdship and power of proloriged labour developed | and ‘Wwatercourses, “and studded - with villages. The
’ ‘::.%v 5. use will be.fonnd in the

THE KOLA -NUT.

o ite extraprdinary qualities in - conferring endurance
... snd practigal immunity from thirst bave been long
- gnown to the natives of those parts, but have only

2 T4 of the British § gighlands are practioally nndulating plateaus, broken
Conegl ab Bahin for 1890, from - .which Dr, lo Bon. I;} mounds, hills, and: Jofty peaks: Slost-of 4his hilly
f, it ;ﬁ i : B 7 i BRI RN ‘
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