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impressed by the apparent value of Mr, Roberts' |

fnvention, and if' he can deliver his chest at the
price above mentioned it seems to be likely they
will goon badome favourite with your planters. ~For
many reagons, well-seasoned wood is much fo be
preferred to metal for tes chest, and ‘these new
ones ¢gian be used over apnd over n.gl.;sin, and folding
fiat a8 they do, can readily be re-s

oceupying much space or with sny riek of
breskege. They ean be closed wp ecompletely in
‘s gouple of ‘'minutes.—London Cor., July 20.

S

THE TEA TRADE IN AUSTRALIA.

The Melbourne Argus of the 12th ult. in reviewing
the tem trade for the season 1893 says the most
ptriking feature was the comparative absence
of the distmibance which so serionsly affected
almost all the chennels of commerce during the
finsncigl froubles of the past twelve months.
Importations were héavier than wusual, owin

state to which stocks ha

not tonded to benefit the small section of the com-
munity, composed of importers and dealeis, but
almost exclusively the puoblie,” who, through the
whole year, had reaped the bonefit of a ful_ly-snpglieﬂ
market. The blending frade now tooka distinct lead,
the great bulk of the year's ssles having been effected
by those houser that had paid the olosest stiention
to pll-the details of this interesting beanch., In
Melbourpe and the country towns the exclusive ten
shops had made rapid progress as direct euppliers
sud it only reguired a few more seasons o conquer
the #rade of the country and fair inland distiicts,
where at present Foochow teas were in the miin
gold as imported. The expansion of the trade, both
in Indian 'snd Ceylon teas, bad been very rapid.
The consumption of these now excceded that of
thé product of China, snd this expanrion was cer-
- tainly: due fo merit.- No doobt the finer Foovhow
kinds had flavour and bekter keeping qualities, but
they lacked strength ; while both Iodinss m:idCeyliJhs
bad & great advantage both in strength and color -
the qualitias that, so far, the publis appreciste, At
present congumers were not oducated up to fins
.ghsnmy, and coniequently there had been s marked
bgonoe throughont a1 the colonies of really fine tea.
Oeylon sent quite a surfeit of comimon teas, snd
eousoquently all concerned in this trade ‘reaped bat
listle benefit from them. They bad also received a
Isrger - proporfion than they csred for of faultily-
cured belter class leaf; in faot a great blot in this
frade had been the apparent belief of buyers i
QOolombo that any tes would suit Anstralia, and,
aoting upon .it, they had caused heavy losges to sll
eoncerned; but lstterly some realy good quality
bad been sent, and all of it had found a ready sale.
Jodian paid very well for the first bthree months,
beld their own for another three months, and had
geadually tended to more or less severs losses as the
season closed. Ceylon also comrmenced well, bat
raduslly lost way, excess . of supply and their in-
different keeping gualities having Jed to soive of the
smartest losses of she geason ; 80 pevere, indeed, had
these losees been upon some of the * held over” .
shipments that it would be a bold importer who sgain
held for a better market. Dealers had been more
fortunate; there had always been pleuty of stock, and
therefore no occasion to speculate.
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COFFEE, PALMS, RICE &c. IN SOUTH
CHINA, ’ ' '

It is an orthodox economical dootrine in Chius,
for the sgriculturiet, that the man must plongh the |
rice-fields, and the woman must rear si’kworms and
wenye oloth, or starve. The officials sometimes take
tyd:ple pains in extending sericulture, for instance,

Kwapgai proviuce in 1891, and, at the date of this .

. 3 ,

ipped without |

7

. report, in tbis distriot. Bub it wonld gmbnblyha ensy

far people less opposed o noveliies than the Chineso
to grow many other things in the mneighbourhood,
sereomed by theexisting bamboos and pine-woods from
the violent winde which make such protection necessary.
The ricinus, or castor-oil plant, grows all about
here snd in South China ss a wild wéed. In Tong-
, when exploited, it is paid to be almost at orice
remunerative. Areca and coconut palms and coffee
would probably do well. In the same latitade snd
olimate a little west, in the French territ~ry, the
traveller steaming np the Red River to Hanoi admires
sn interminable panorama of argoas raising theiv
elegant crests above the bananaw; and near T»-Kow
apd Tainan, in Formosa, are flonrighing plantations o
this tree. The coconut grows abundsntlv in Hainan,
quite close. Coffee grows well in Tong.King, at least'
ss far north, and in the little island of Gweichow,
only thirty miles sonth of Pakhoi, it thrives in the
groonds of the Catholic Fathers of the Missiona
E‘rangéres. Of this, lasy, however, it must be said
that it has not yet fonnd its to favour with the

ﬁim&zﬂy to the low  Obinese as an article of f0od.~Consular Report.
en at the end of last season. . Thisincrease had
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PLANTING ON THE SHIRE
HIGHLANDS.

‘Mr. A, J. Bwsnn writing from the Zambesi
River, says :— ) s

Whatever proepects there may be offered at JFohan-
nesburg; Port Salisbury, or Barbuton, the Zambesi
and Sbire Highlands must be consifered essentially .
ficld for capitaliste. Let no young man, led away with
the glowing prosrectuses of thia compeny and the:
other, launch cut from home for these parts unlsss he
has an engagement before leaving, I parted with my
fellow-pnssengers at Cape Town, Natal, Port Eliza-
beth end even Beirs, all on spec, but bound up conntry,.
where doubtless situations will be obtainable almost
at once for steady, trustworthy men, But that does .
not apply to Chindi and the Zambeei; there-
fore on no aecount emigrate here unless with
eapital. -Providing one has' eapiial—say, £1,000~
he ¢an commence operations either as a c¢affee or
cocoa planter, and if one may judge by the present
erop?, be certain of suceess. The country immediately
adjoining this grand xiver presents all sorts of induoe-
ments t0 the man eager and willing o work, but there
is one fatal ‘condition to be faced—viz., it belongs fo
Portugal. .No one wonld guestion ber right to the
land, beiog the first pioneers, bmy it is a faot bayond
contradiction that she will neither make use of it nor
allow others. Oapitalists are eager to start sll kinds
of legitimate undertakings, to rent theix land, to jm-
prove their revenue, and make use of the finest East’

frican waterway, but they invariably find that as
soon 88 capitsl 18 expended, plsnt fixed up, and &
concern set running, allkind of hindrances axg thrown
in their way, they are burdened with inoreasing taxed
beyrnd reasonable bounds, their industry is_crippled
in its éarly stages and collapses, brivging ruin to the
shareholders and dead loss to the Portuguese officlals,
who get little or no salsry except what can be made by
a disgraceful gystem which counld only be tolerated in
a Portuguese colony, and thus these out-of-date
people, who pretend to be a ocivilised race, blook the
way of millons who sre clamonring for room to work
and live. No sane person who has studied the world’s
history and marked the ever-increasing rush of business
competition in Furope, America and elsewhere can
guestion the certain fate of such a race, providing théy
t;?;ntizgue to stand in the way of progress—Christian
Wori.

PLANTING TEA IN RUSSIA. -

An cxperiment already tried withoat sucoess hea
been lately repented. 'ea plants have been sentfromy
here to Russis to be plauted on the slopes of the
Cauossns, . It is a private enterprice on the part of
Messra. Popoff, Frexes, bntshe gronnd is granted by

the Government. About 2,000 plants have been sent





