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-Boynagpondanes,
o .
- To the Editor.

LIBERIAN . COFFEE—COCOA—KOLA AND
COCA LEAVES :
: _m‘mnnam;& INFORMATION FROM ME, THOMAS

CHRISTY .
London, E. C. Aug. 3.

Siz,—I notice inm the Tropical dgriculturist fox
Jaly that Liberian coffee is likely to boom in
Ceylon. Of course, if you go_to any of the people
who really understand what the flavour of a high
olass eoffee is they turn up their noses at Liberian,
but’ I bave endeavoured to show thai there are
certain people in England and in France who
parchage coffee only for the strong flavonr and they
purchase it beeause it impregnates or saturates
more easily the different ingredients which they sell
for *¢eoffes ” when grouwd up, and it is this class
of dealer who wants the Liberian beciuse it is
-found here to ocarry a great deal of strength. On
the other band the piant Maragogipe soffee and any
of the varieties of coffse Arabiea yield beautiful

flayour, especiaily those coming from Central

Amerioa and Mexico; but in the generality of

houses eoffse is never measured or weighed. The |

consequence ia that it is mnreliable in strength
when made into a decoction for drinking., As a
rule it is. found that the eafe noir or black coffee
requires an ounce of coffee o produce & really good
rich cap of this beverage. :

I am intending when I get a little time to write to
the Queen newspaper, whieh is read by very many
ladies who take a great interest in housekeeping to
suggest ‘that they should get at the stores some
measute which would enable the cook witheut the
trouble of weighing to take a cerlain quantity of
coffes, §o that if she has to make 5 cups of coffes
she wonld know fhat she would - want ro many
mieasures of ooffee kerries in the roasted state ready
for grinding: It any of your readers can give me

any hinis in regard to this through the Tropical |

Agriculturist or the Ceylon Obsérver L ehould be
very glad ‘of them.

Coboa 1 OrvtoN.—You throw out a hint that
if the planting ol caeao increases in the Ceniral
American States there will not be much chanca for
Oeylon, - New the demand for cocoa iss0 great in
the Coniral American Btates that they are large
importérs of cccon in the face of a very high dusy.
We consider their owa cocoa superior to any we

can-send them ip the raw state. I have before me .

at the time of writing cocoa beans which I have
accwately measured and I find that they are 13"
x v lengthwise ; the circumference lengthways 18
33" full and the circumference of the side 2", The
post sample of 7 beans fermented and dried weighed
18 grammes, : , _
orA.—The Africans on the ooast, of course,
‘produce 76 per cent more Kola than any other
place in the -~world. ‘They have stuck to their
price, and will pot gell the fresh nuts, which
they: use for monay, below a gertain price,
Thege nuts, many eof your readers know, are
packed into a basket of a certain size, so large
. and small together they fill the basket, but there
‘are very few small nuts put ioto these baskets
when . it is intended that they should represent
money, The small nuts are dried, that is to
say, the nut from the end of ‘the pod and all that

drop «ff the trees very often get mouldy and -

wormy; Al thess are sent to the Liverpool market

and weg are told that we must be satisfied because
we will not pay anything approaching 7d a 1b. for
the fresh kola, whieh for chemical purposes, as it -
contains 75 per cent of water, naturally loses
weight when freated, But for some reason, which

} I am not guite sure of at present, the Freuch

and the Americans have gone in for green kolag,
that is to say fresh kolas, and they are buying -
&8 much as three and four hundred pounds’ woight
at a time. @ We passed through this stage in
England, but found that for fluid exiraots and
tinctares -we get much better results from the dried
kola, and therefore it pays us much better to gst
the dried kola at 1z or Is 68 a lb. rather than-
pay 7d per 1b. for the fresh kols, plus the -ex{ra
carriage of the baskets being carried on deck to
engure the kolas arriving in a fresh, sound state.
It is fortunate for the West Indian planters wha
obtained seed early from* me that they can sell
their fresh kolas picked off the tree at -such a
bigh prige. They line the baskets and oases with
leaves and sesurs the package as well as they can -
and in a few days they arrive at the ports of the.
United States, The last West Indian. mail
brought 30_cwt. of fresh kolas to Bouthampton
packed in 30 baskets.

One more subject and I think I kave exhausted -
the new sommercial products, and that is Cooa
Leaves.—Enormous guantitics of leaves are coming
from Java. Thkey are very good leaves; and 1 .
had a visit from a broker in Amsterdam (who
came over here just at the time of the great fall
in price of the cocoa paste or erude cocoa.*) He
asked me if I could buy leaves, as onme of the
brokers had sent him to me. I ssid that there
was only one firm in Europe who conld treat them
advan-‘tngeously. I offered to give himi the namae
of this firm and he said at onge: **The broker
who sent me on to youtold me I might rely apon
what you said and I see that it is right, bécauss
it 'is only to this one firm that I am able to gell
my coca leaves.” I replicd at once: ** Return to

. this firmi and try and make a ocontract with them,
' beoause there

is no one else who hag sufficiens
capacity and knowledge of the process of treating
the crude coca leat to buy your leaves.” Some
of the firms in England watch for the hydrochio-
rate of cocaine to go down in price; they then
buy up all the eoccaine they oan get and then
repurily it if necessary and stamp it with thejr
own brand, because they inform me of the lossin
treating the ooea leaf. As you quote Mr. Howard
in your paper (also the 7.4. for this month) they do
not know how to crystallise the product that they
get from the leaves in the same proportion that
the German house does, who almost commands
the market. Hence none of our Englich or French
makers of codaine will buy the leaves for feat
spmeone may say ** What becomes of the leaves 2
My reply is that they are used in medicine and
for making preparations mixed with wine; they
also go for sweetmeats and lozenges.--Your truly,
. THO. CHRISTY.

LIBERIAN COFFEE PLANTING.
Siangodde, August 23rd. :
. Dmar Bir,—The present South-west nioncoon
is not likely to last long, and a few dry weeks
will enable those about to plant daring the North-
east rains to prepare their lands. In several
places felling has been going on, the burning to
follow ms soon as a dry week sets in.

* What has cocoa paste or crude cotoa to do with -
cocA leaves ?—the reference is we. suppose, & merg
ocincidence.~En: 7.4. L : -
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. The boling should not be entrusted to son-
tractors unless the work can be carefully supervised.

Those planting new lands should pursue the |

following method, to ensure the growth of vigo-
. rous trees and the geiting of heavy crops
for years without the aid of artificial
manures. After gtaking, the surface woil
and asbes, &o., should be collected in heaps
near each alicraate stake.
should be done, and the holes filled with these
sorapings mixed with the ordinary soil (also soraped
when filling) aroand the boles. The sub-soil taken
out of the holes should be made to form a wal-
ling on bund and on the upper side of sloping
on hilly grounds, Holes 15 inches in width and
depth _is sufficient ; but great cars must be taken
to secure this width and depth, A cheap plan is
to get ordinary tea holea dug at Rb fer thousand
by contract, and then o widen and deepen them
with estate men giving them fask work, and each
man & stick of 16 inches to guide him. In poorer
goil “ 18 inch ” heles are preferable. The plant,
after being put, grows slowly for four months,
and then begins to grow very rapidly, Even if
all tha leaves drop, 80 long as the stem is green, it
must not be disturbed for another plant, as
vigorous euckers come up from “below. Bpindly
tap roots should be ocut, and good planting
coolies put to the work, or turned-up tap roots
and stunled plants will be. the result.
- - Sv A- A.
.. P.8,—Money can be liberally spent in holing
properly, as plants are very litile more in price
than Arabian coffee plants were, and cosis. less
per acre, as less plantas are uced. S.A.A,

VALUE OF COCONUTS.
: : " Eotagals, 20th Aug.
Deas Sir,—Could you give the average wvalue '
of cogonuis at the present .time as compared with.

those given in ¢ All about the Coconut Pelm ?"'— |

Yours truly, INQUIRER.

[To the Messts. Do Mell we are indebtsd for the '

following iuteresting decennial return based on

their experience and teoouec'a.onaR of the past ;—

N " . el R- o.
1840 value of coconuts per 1,000 15 — to 20
1860 - do. - 22 50 to 25 —
1360 do. . 235 — to 30 - |
1080 do. 80 — to 83 50 ;
1890 do, 8 - to 87 50 |
1894 do, 3 — to 45 —

"'"ED» T-.An]

GREEN MANURE FOR PLANTATIONS,

Dzag 81r,~In the July number of your Tropical
Agriculturist, youe Nilgini correspondent wmenuoas
wattle a8 a good green manure, owing to the
nitrogen contained in its temder shoots.

Can any of your correspondents, who have
experimented with green manure, give me the
bene fit of their experience as to the results obtained,
oz tell me what plants easily obtained are the bent,
i.¢., sontain the most nitrogen ? and whether such
should be applied green or allowed first to roiin
compost heaps ? . o

Your correspondent writes that 25 1b of sun dried
tops (of waiile) should be applied to' eagh tres:
surely this is an excessive amount, or iz .is a
mispring ? o . :

1 have heard of the common bracken being out
- and applied as manure. Has
nitrogen ? Surely amongst the many plunts
growing wild in the juogle, or abandoned laud,

~

Then the . holing }

this any quaniity of

. that oattle does not .influence

and in ravines, some might be found uselul as
green manure,—Yours faithfully,
AGRICULTURIST.
[Here is work for Mr. Cochran es Chemical
Anglyst, if the P. A, would only employ him.—Eb»,
T.4.) .

PADDY OULTIVATION AND STRAW.

Dear Bir,—Colombo is supplied with straw from
the Hewagam and Salpiti Korales; and I send youa
well-informed native friend’s ealeulations, from which
you will see that he ealenlates an aocre of land
gives R5 worth of siraw. Thig, he says, is a low
estimate and at the present rateg for straw, which
are leas than they were whem there was a greater

' demand from upcouniry.

The production of atraw depends apon the distande

| from ‘& market. In the out-of-the-way parts of

Pasdum Korale, in reaping, little more than the
ears are out. On tbe other hand I heard of a

| eage just outsida the town of Colombo. when an

immature ctop, which was threatened by flocd, was
hurriedly reaped for the sake and value of the
straw alome. , .

The value of the straw as a manare is recognized
and the length cut in reaping ig wsettled by
balancing the money value from them as against
the manure value. ) S

These figures bear ouf your view that the straw
in the Oolombo distriet, when- there is & market
for it pays the expenses of caltivation, being
abcut B5 each, : '

A good deal of bone iz used as manure, about
B2 worth per acre—that is about 2 bushels by
wmeasurement or the same qnantity ss the-seed
used, more only improves the straw and this gives
the mazimum of erop,. . ,

Salpiti Korale.
1 Amunam sowinéa extent gives 20 Kolas of

sttaw
Kola straw worth 75 cents
Kolas worth R15.

[

20

1 Amunam = 6 Bushels sowing
2 Bushels = 1 Acre
6 Boshels == 3 Acres ‘

3 acres give R15 worth straw

1 acre gives R5 worth straw

| at s loweat estimate. R2 per acre bones,

'—-Yours 'tr!ﬂy, ‘ GOYIYA;

CRUDE COCAINE—COCA PASTE.
Drar 8. —Mr Thomes Christy means - coga
paste or crude cocaine. I fancy'it is prepared by
boiling the leaves and throwing off the moisture
and - gotting rid of the fibre, D
Sugar, liquorice or spanish juice, confeations gf
senny (from whepce black draught) and heaps of
ofher things are made the same way.—Yours,
C ERYTHROXYLON,

THE MANURING OF TEA.

Drar Bie,—Is it not about time to  gettle. tha
vexed guestion as to whether manure, in any-
sbape, takes away irom the flavour of tea? I
gaw it staled the other day that the Chinese (or
was it the Japanese?)did not mannre thejr frees
when making black teas, ss it was their opinion
that it deteriorated the flavour. Now ihese
people, with sll their oenturies of traditions,
ought surely {o be credited with some knowledge
of the matter; end yet the opinion in. Ceylon
(with our very brief experience) is mugh divided,
tome say all manures are harmfal to Havour;
others that only artificial manures are so, and
it for the WOrEs,

Tk ot



