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petioles (or leafstalks) thicken gradually toward the base. In the case of 
mature plants floating individually in deep water and young plants in shallow 
water, the leafstalks develop into characteristic bladder-like or spindle- 
shaped expansions just above their junction to the. stem at the base of the 
plant. The inflorescence, which is usually elevated an, inch or two above 
the leaves, consists of a flower stalk, with, several wavy margined sheaths 
(bracts) at and above the middle, and terminates in a simple spike, bearing 
from six to.twenty iris-like flowers. Each of these mauve or pale lilac flowers 
consists of six parts which join below the spread out part to form a funnel- 
shaped base where the flower joins the flower, stalk. The upper one of these 
six parts differs from the rest by being larger and possessing a large patch' 
of blue with a pear-shaped spot of bright yellow in the centre. The six 
stamens are attached to the funnel-shaped tube at different heights, three be­
ing long and three being, short. The style is slender with a terminal stigma. 
The inflorescence is of short duration lasting only about a day after which' 
the flower stalk bends siowly over and carries with. it the withered flowers 
which do not fall off. Seeds have not been found to be regularly produced. 
When they are, their germination is dependent upon the presence of water 
preceded by some desiccatory influence, such as a thorough drying out caused 
by a short period of drought. The usual means of reproduction are vegeta­
tive—generally by means of'runners, but occasionally by the'detachment of 
a vegetative bud' possessing roots' and shoots:' .................................

C O -O P E R A T IO N  A N D  N O T IF IC A T IO N .

The cleaning of infested areas belonging to the Crown has already been 
commenced.. In some areas this work must.go hand.in hand with the clear­
ing of privately-owned infested areas. . For the purpose of co-operation in 
this work, the Department of Agriculture will take the initiative and inform 
the owners concerned the, dates on which the work should commence. Further, 
as it is most desirable that no infested areas be overlooked, it is hoped that 
persons will notify the Agricultural Department of any infested areas which 
come to their notice. It is sincerely to'be hoped that all will co-operate to 
the full in the efforts'being made to free Ceylon of this pest. .

D ecember, 1926.]

INOCULATION EXPERIMENTS IN RELATION TO 
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Numerous experiments have recently been carried out with the view of 
artificially approximating the conditions bringing, about the occurrence of 
“ Sun-Scorch ” on the exposed lateral roots' of H'evea bmsiliensis.

The first impression.of this outbreak of “ Sun-Scorch ” was, that the 
blackened condition of the upper surfaces of the roots was caused by some 
form of burning. The origin of such scorching effects may be due to several 
causes such as “ leaf fires” or “ lightning strike;” in this case, however, 
these possible causes have upon further investigation been eliminated. It


